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Although no radical right party has won a seat in Japanese national and local
assemblies, radical right parties and movements have existed in postwar Japan. In
addition, new radical right movements have grown in the last decade. While the old
radical right is authoritarian, anti-communist, and nationalist, the new radical right
exhibits a form of xenophobia that is absent in the old radical right. With the rise of the
new radical right, Japan seems to be opening the Pandora' s box of radical right politics,
as are European countries. In this study, we examine the characteristics of Japan's
radical right, comparing the support bases for the old and new radical right politicians.
Analyzing feeling thermometer scores of our survey data conducted in 2007, we found
that nationalism most strongly correlated to the support for both old and new, whereas
xenophobia had no significant effect on the support for the old radical right. While
nationalism is the common denominator of the old and new radical right, the support of
the new radical right exhibits xenophobia, which suggests that Japan's radical right is
converging with the Western European counterparts.

Keywords: radical right, nativism, nationalism
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