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The Competition of the Kuomintang and

Communist Party of China in Macau-Focusing
on the 12-3 Incident (1966-67)

Jian-Ming Chen

Ph.D. Student, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History
National Chengchi University, Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

The Portuguese Empire occupied Peninsula de Macau in 1849. After
the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, the Portuguese
government in Macau maintained a neutral stance in the civil war between
the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, KMT) and the Communist Party
of China (CPC) in Macau. On November 15, 1966, Portuguese police were
called to suppress the residents on Taipa Island because the government
forbade construction workers to start building Escola Fong Chong da Taipa
without permits. This is known as the Taipa Incident. This event
gradually caused nationalism to spread and led to the 12-3 Incident.
According to official statistics, 8 people were killed by police and 212 were
injured as a result of the oppression from the Portuguese Macau military.
All the offices of the Kuomintang in Macau were forced to close by the
Portuguese government of Macau, and most leaders were expelled. The
Portuguese Empire authorized the Portuguese government of Macau to sign
an agreement with the Communist Party of China to maintain Macau’s status
as a Portuguese Colony. The main concern became the economic
development of Macau. One of the reasons why the Portuguese Empire
betrayed the Kuomintang is that the government in Lisbon was unhappy with
the fact that the government in Taipei did not support Portuguese policies in
Africa.

Keywords: Macau, 12-3 Incident, Taipa Incident, KMT, CPC, Portugal
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