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An Historical Research Paper on the Gun Powder of the Kaga Clan

X. Studies on the Westernization of Firearms in Japan, and on the
Developmental of the Percussion Cup Gun (from the Original Matchlock Gun)

Eiji ITAGAKI'

Abstract

In the Kaga Clan, a rifle manufactory was located in the San-no-maru area near the Ishikawa Gate
of Kanazawa Castle. In the manufactory, old style matchlock guns (such as the ‘hinawa-jyu’ or
fired-rope rifle) were remade into western style rifles and used the percussion cup system. The
remodelled guns were examined at Utiki, a coastal area facing the Sea of Japan, in order to obtain data
through the test-firing of guns. By remodelling old style matchlock guns into percussion cup system
rifling guns, Mr Masasue Naruse aimed to provide the guns to soldiers who were stationed along the
coastal areas of the Kaga clan’s territory. A matchlock gun fighter group called the “IHuu-tutu” group
and who were against using the new guns were dismissed from the army. A new western-style fighting
army was created to serve the clan in the third year of the Keio era (1867).

Key Words: Masasue Naruse, Soyu-kan (the military department office of the Kaga Clan), rifle

manufactory, matchlock gun, rifling gun with percussion cup system, the westernization of
firearms in Japan from matchlock guns to percussion cup rifles
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