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But, 90% Of People 

Still Do Not Backup

Source: Backblaze research shows 46% of its customers restore data each 

year.

Harris Interactive Survey conducted June 28 - 30, 2011; Details available at: 

http://www.backblaze.com/press-June-is-Backup-Awareness-Month-2011.html

1 of 2 People Lose 

Data Each Year
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Backup Online

Backup Online Restore Easily
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$5/Month Unlimited

Unlimited Storage Just $5/Month
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Amazon S3?

$5/Month = 30 GB
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Buy a storage 

system?

Subtotal: $1,000,000.99
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Build it?

Where to start?
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Toss the 

unnecessary

Essential Non-Essential

99.99%

uptime

$$
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Prototype fast –

plywood works
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Use consumer parts –

stay away from IT tax
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Server Power Supply Desktop Power Supply
VS
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Test, fix, repeat
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180 Terabytes for $9,300
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Cost of a Petabyte (pod v1.0)
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Open Sourced

Search “petabytes 

on a budget”
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Vanderbilt University
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JPL Nasa
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Crispin Porter + Bogusky
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Red Bull
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Shutterfly
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Netflix Open Connect
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Facebook Open Compute
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Multiple Vendors
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700 Pods / 100 Petabytes
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Backblaze Cloud Storage Software
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Cloud Storage Cost Comparison
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Do-it-Yourself?

PROS

Control

Optimization

Cost

CONS

Distraction

Risk

Cost?
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Do-it-Yourself Considerations

• Staffing

• Inventory 

• Management

• Purchasing

• Assembly

• Operating

• Upgrading

• Scalability
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Resources

Hard Drives

Testing a Backblaze Hard Drive

How Long Do Disk Drives Last?

Enterprise Drives: Fact or Fiction?

What Hard Drive Should I Buy?

Hard Drive Temperature – Does It Matter?

Storage Pod

v1.0: Petabytes on a Budget: How To Build Cheap Cloud Storage

v2.0: Revealing More Secrets

v3.0: 180TB of Good Vibrations

v4.0: Direct Wire Drives – Faster, Simpler and Less Expensive

Additional Resources At: blog.backblaze.com

http://blog.backblaze.com/2013/10/28/alas-poor-stephen-is-dead/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2013/11/12/how-long-do-disk-drives-last/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2013/12/04/enterprise-drive-reliability/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2014/01/21/what-hard-drive-should-i-buy/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2014/05/12/hard-drive-temperature-does-it-matter/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2009/09/01/petabytes-on-a-budget-how-to-build-cheap-cloud-storage/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2011/07/20/petabytes-on-a-budget-v2-0revealing-more-secrets/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2013/02/20/180tb-of-good-vibrations-storage-pod-3-0/
http://blog.backblaze.com/2014/03/19/backblaze-storage-pod-4/
http://blog.backblaze.com
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