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Google Books (https://books.google.com ) provides access to digitized books from 

the convenience of your compute or mobile device. Many of the books are freely 

accessible (meaning in the public domain), while you may have limited “preview” 

access to others 

 

 

 
Full View. A book marked Read is available for 

free. According to Google if “the book is out of 

copyright, or if the publisher or author has asked 

to make the book fully viewable. The Full View 

allows you to view any page from the book, and if 

the book is in the public domain, you can 

download, save and print a PDF version to read 

at your own pace.” 

 
 
Use WorldCat to access books. Books 

can still be accessed through your local 

public or institutional library. Under Get 

this book in print, select Find in a Library 

which will bring you to WorldCat. Use 

WorldCat to search for locations to borrow 

books via inter-library loan. 

 
Limited View. A book is available in Limited 

View if “the publisher or author has given us 

permission, you can see a limited number of 

pages from the book as a preview.” 

 
 
Use Advanced Search to find free 

books. If your goal is to find books with 

Full View access that you can download, 

use the Advanced Book Search function 

and limit your results. 

 
Snippet View. A book is available in Snippet 

View which is “like a card catalog, shows 

information about the book plus a few snippets 

– a few sentences to display your search term in 

context.” 

 
 
Access bibliographic information. Click 

About this book in the left sidebar the 

scroll to the bottom of the page. You can 

even export the information to standard 

formats such as BiBTeX and EndNote. 

 
Don’t disregard books listed as Limited or 

Snippet View. Very often you can find bits of 

information related to your search which will 

help your genealogy research. 

 
 
Get book in print. Once you’ve located a 

book, click Get this book in print and select 

a vendor or locate a library that has the 

book. 

 
Use My Library in Google Books to create a 

virtual personalized library. When you find a 

book to track in the future, click Add to my library 

in the menu bar at the top of the screen. Note: 

you must have a Google account in order to use 

the My Library feature. 

 
 
Search for magazines. In the Advanced 

Book Search screen, click Magazines in 

the Content section to limit your search 

results to only magazines. Offerings 

include ALL back issues of Ancestry 

magazine (ended publication in 2010). 

Check out the Google Books Resource List on the back page! 
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Google Books Resource List 

• Google Books 

https://books.google.com  

• Google Books – Advanced Search 

http://books.google.com/advanced_book_search  

• Google Books/Google Scholar - What is the difference? 

https://abundantgenealogy.com/googlebooks-vs-googlescholar  

• Google Books for Genealogy by Thomas MacEntee 

https://www.archives.com/experts/macentee-thomas/google-books-for-genealogy.html  

• “I Found 130 Letters by My Ancestor!” Why Use Google Books for Genealogy by Lisa Louise Cooke 

https://lisalouisecooke.com/2017/09/23/use-google-books-for-genealogy/  

• WorldCat 

http://www.worldcat.org  
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