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Let's take awalk in Ginza
and learn about its
architectural heritage!

Since the days of Modern Ginza, beginning
with the construction of a European-style
street of brick buildings in 1877, this has
always been an enterprising district, with
the newest architecture embodying
advanced technologies and aesthetic
trends as well as urban development ideals.

Although many of its great buildings and
popular landmarks were lost to the Great
Kanto Earthquake of 1923 and to the
American air strikes of 1945, as well as
to the relentless redevelopment of the
postwar years, here are still many
buildings that can delight our eyes. The
works of Metabolist architects such as
Kenzo Tange and Kisho Kurokawa,
together with the many buildings created
by famous Japanese and foreign
architects since the year 2000, have
made Ginza one of the world's must-see
architectural destinations.
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WAKO Main Building (1932)
This Neo-Renaissance landmark building
with a clock tower was designed by the
same architect who did the Tokyo
National Museum in Ueno and Daiichi
Life Insurance Headquarters in Hibiya.
Architect: Jin Watanabe
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Kyobunkwan Building [1933)
Designed by a Czech architect who came
to Japan with Frank Lloyd Wright. While
the original fagade has been lost, you can
enjoy the Art Decoish staircase by accessing
the building from the side-street entrance.
Architect: Antonin Raymond
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MIKIMOTO Ginza 2 (2005)
Designed by one of the star architects
who represent Japanese contemporary
architecture, its seamless pink walls are
structural, made of concrete sandwiched
by thin-steel plates, and enlivened by
irregular-shaped windows.

Architect: Toyo Ito
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Yonei Building (1930)

One can enjoy the Romanesque details on
its ground-floor exterior. The inside has
been adapted for an elegant cake shop
and an underground cafe. Its architect
also designed the ROC Presidential Office
Building in Taipei.

Architect: Matsunosuke Moriyama

ELT 1> (1932)
SIEET TN MEEN LR OREZE
EHRLI-EE NEEXF T SU-DEED
BRRENIC. HRAILAN—2—% 217
DECHBEBRECS, @it NITR—
OKkuno Building (1932)

These pre-WWII modern apartment buildings
have been converted into a contemporary
art gallery complex. The original staircase,
which connects the two similar buildings,
and the quaint elevator are worth
experiencing. Architect: Ryoichi Kawamoto
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Suzuki Building (1929)

Its dormer windows, Art-Decoish exterior
details and ornamental tiles are unique.
There is now an interesting bookstore on
the street level, which seems to be a part
of the new cultural rejuvenation of the area.
Architect: Setsuji Yamanaka
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Headquarters Building (1967)
This massive and now empty building is
reminiscent of the Metabolist vision,
first propagated by the great master
Kenzo Tange's “A Plan for Tokyo 1960".
You should visit it soon, while it is still
standing in situ! Architect: Kenzo Tange
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Nakagin Capsule Tower (1972)
This is the world-famous symbol of the
Metabolist movement of the 1960s-70s.
The capsule housing units are supposed
to be replaceable, making the building
a living organism, but it has turned out to
be a difficult undertaking.
Architect: Kisho Kurokawa
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GINZA SIX (2017)
Occupying the largest superblock of the
area, this huge retail-cultural-office
complex is a work of the authentic
modernist architect who also designed
Tokyo Sea Life Park and the Museum of
Modern Art in New York City.
Architect: Yoshio Taniguchi
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Ginza Lion Building (1934)
The interior of this famous beer hall is
strongly reminiscent of the design
elements of Frank Lloyd Wright, whose
Imperial Hotel stood not too far from here
until 1968. Why not enjoy a glass of good
beer here during your Ginza walk?
Architect: Eizo Sugawara
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Nicolas G. Hayek Center (2007)
Boutiques of seven luxury watch brands
such as Omega, all part of the Swatch
Group, can be directly accessed from

the atrium by individual elevators. There
is a flagship Swatch store in the basement
as well. Architect: Shigeru Ban
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Tokyo Ginza Shiseido Building (2001)
Built on the site where Shiseido was first
established in 1872, this beautiful
building with chic reddish exterior walls
houses a fine shop, elegant café, bar,
and restaurants as well as a basement
gallery which is admission-free.
Architect: Ricardo Bofill

1J1b>
88 EE 3t K& ) [ (2004)

12— IEFBEECEWOIL AT
FOEHETH A LEBERYFH I
ABEE RICHDERBARAIHPARADSD
KTEHPULED VLR, HEREHBEARE
Louis Vuitton Ginza Namiki (2004)
The architect responsible for the exterior of
this building designed other stores of
the brand, including the one in NYC. In the
evening, the walls are partially lit from insicle,
turning the building into a wondrous lantern.
Exterior design: Jun Aoki
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Dentsu Ginza Building (1934)
This American-style office building was
the tallest in the area when completed.
The glass blocks on the street level give
the building its modern feeling.
The Buddhist relief figures above
the entrance are also unigue.
Architect: Yokogawa Architects & Engineers

i - 7R R BOS

RERXE L (1967)

AOEDLIBHICILAN—F—K
B & EDHBERD. 22N 5FT(RT
O7—PREDLDIHUS, BHEELT
DEEEERLLI-SFE, BEHATR=
Shizuoka Newspaper and Broadcasting Co.
Tokyo Office Building (1967)
At the northwestern corner of Ginza stands
another monument of postWWiIl architecture
embodying an idea of city as a living
organism. The “trunk” houses a service
core, from which office floors extend like
branches. Architect: Kenzo Tange
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Taimei Elementary School (1929)
One of the many RC-built elementary
schools from the period after the Great
Kanto Earthquake of 1923. While itis a
functional modern building, there are
playful elements such as an Art Deco
entrance and arched windows.

Architect: Shunnosuke Harada
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Sukiyabashi Park

Originally created to complement the
adjacent elementary school as an
emergency evacuation base, this small
park was upgraded in 2016 to provide
much needed public space for Ginza.

G Info is to be found nearby.
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Maison Hermeés (2001)

Glass blocks especially created for this
building constitute Ginza's most beautiful
curtain wall. In the evening, warm orange
light envelops the entire building.

One should visit Le Forum, an art
creation space, on the 8th floor.
Architect: Renzo Piano
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San-ai Dream Center (1963)
While this transparent cylindrical tower has
been Ginza's modernist landmark, its entire
surface works as a billboard, making it

a harbinger of the 1980s postmodern
architecture advocated by Robert Venturi.
Architect: Shoji Hayashi/ Nikken Sekkei
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GINZA PLACE (2016)
At the 4-chome-cross where we started
our Ginza tour stands this newest
landmark building. Wearing an ephemeral
coat of light and information signage on
its porcelain-white skin, this is neither
modern nor postmodern. From the solid
Wako to the transparent San-ai, and now
with this surface manifestation of our
digital information age, the architecture
here has been always representing the
latest manners of our urban existence.
That’s why we need to keep our eyes on
the architectural evolution of Ginza.
Exterior design: Klein Dytham architecture
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