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Whetstone from Tozawa in Nanmoku : Geology and history

Abstract Tozawa in Nanmoku, Gunma Prefecture was one of the most productive sites of Toishi
(whetstone) in Japan until the middle 20th Century when synthetic whetstones came into wide use. The
Toishi mining at Tozawa appears to have been initiated before the middle 16th Century, and it was
significantly developed under government patronage during the Edo period. The Toishi of good quality
occurs in the hydrothermally altered Tozawa pluton of Pliocene age. Geological features and mining
history of the Toishi at Tozawa were outlined in comparison with those in Kyoto, another traditional
area of Toishi production. It is proposed that the Toishi mining site at Tozawa be studied in more detail

and preserved as a monument of industrial history.

Key Words Toishi (whetstone), Nanmoku, Tozawa pluton, hydrothemal alteration, Kyoto, Awase-to, slate, Shingen

0 0 O O Edo period, Tokugawa shogunate (government), Goyo-to (whetstone under government patronage)
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