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Dolls that have watched over Date City for more than a century
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Hina dolls that came to Hokkaido with a princess from across the sea
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After the samurai period came to an end, the feudal lord and vassals of the Watari-Date family, who had lost their territory in war,
relocated to what is now Date City in 1870. To raise the money for their relocation, the family sold most of their heirlooms but
never let go of their sina dolls.

Bringing those dolls to Hokkaido was Yasuko Date, the so-called “last princess” of the Sendai Domain (the head family of the
Date clan) who married into the Watari-Date family. She moved to Hokkaido with her vassals in 1871.

This exhibition showcases the dolls that, together with Yasuko, weathered the cataclysmic social changes at the end of the 19th
e century and that have survived times of war in Hokkaido. This is the first time in three years for them to be exhibited publicly.
Enjoy hina dolls that have continued to watch over the healthy growth of children.

— We’ll be displaying hina dolls for a limited time only, to ensure that they’ll be kept in good condition.

What is the Hina Matsuri (Doll Festival)?

In Japan, we celebrate 3 March as the Doll Festival, also known as Girls’ Day. Families display 4ina dolls in their homes, wishing
for the healthy growth and happiness of daughters. In fact, the Doll Festival has been a traditional annual event for more than
1,000 years. It has been celebrated not only by ordinary people, but also by court nobles, samurai families and other members of
the ruling classes. Hina dolls were a part of a bride’s dowry. In addition to displaying hina dolls, people enjoy hamaguri clam
dishes on the festival day, wishing for a happy marriage for their daughters. Hamaguri clams are viewed as a symbol of a happy
marriage because the shells fit perfectly together.
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Hina dolls of the Uwajima-Date family
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These dolls were donated to the Date City Museum of History and Culture last year. They are considered to date back to the
latter half of the Edo period, a period that ran from the 17th to 19th centuries. Enjoy the yusoku-bina dolls, which faithfully

represent the special clothing worn by courtiers; expressive five court-musician dolls known as gonin-bayashi; and chubby

child dolls called gosho ningyo.
— The Uwajima-Date family, a branch of the Date family, was established in the early 17th century and ruled what is now

Uwajima City in Ehime Prefecture.
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@ By car:

[From Sapporo]

Hokkaido Expressway (Sapporo Kita I.C. or Sapporo Minami I.C.) = Date L.C.
- Travel time: approx. 1 hr. 40 min.

National Route 230 (Nakayama Pass) - National Route 276 -

National Route 453 — Date City

- Travel time: approx. 2 hr. 30 min.

[From Niseko Hirafu]

Prefectural Roads 66 and 97 - National Route 230 (Toyako) — Date City

- Travel time: approx. 1 hr. 20 min.
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Date City Museum of History and Culture

T052-0022 AL¥mE GHE HifE AN 57731
Umemoto-cho 57-1, Date, Hokkaido 052-0022 Phone: 0142-25-1056

FEih 0142-25-1056 FAX 0142-25-8922
Fax: 0142-25-8922

Email: date-museum@city.date.hokkaido.jp
https://www.city.date.hokkaido.jp/funkawan/category/168.html
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