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Biological and Chemical Warfare
During the Sino-Japanese War 1932-45

Michael J Franzblau
Clinical Professor of Dermatology
University of California, School of Medicine

1. In 1925 the League of Nations passed a conventio called “Beiyinhe.” His plans called for two distinc
that outlawed chemical and biological warfare dwer programs. One, was the testing of pathogens on huma
by the “civilized “ nations of the world. The praid was subjects to make sure that the germs killed huneamgis
a response to the revulsion of civilians in theéames of and he created factories for the industrial praduacof
combat of the just concluded World War I. The these same pathogens. | refer to anthrax, pladmeders,
photographs of soldiers blinded by the use of peoeg cholera, and typhoid fever. The documentation that
and mustard gas and the stories of the seriougaitsy smallpox was also used is based on “soft” evidehte.
problems suffered by soldiers on both sides oW | addition to the manufacturing of the germs, Dr.iilsh
conflict who were “gassed”, was the motivating farc arranged for the cultivation of fleas that wereeess
The weakness of the 1925 Geneva Convention was thdor the infection of rats, which then were avaitalb
there was no inforcement mechanism,. spread plague in any area of interest to the Japaihte
also conducted testing of various techniques far th
The Japanese Imperial Army General Staff becamedispersal of pathogens from the creation of pomgela
interested in these weapons on the basis thagyfwere  bombs, to spraying from low flying aircraft, to dessal
being forbidden because they caused so much sudferi by hand on the ground and in drinking water wells.
made their use attractive. The Japanese viewed the
Soviet Union as a threat to their expansionist lprities As the Sino-Japanese War progressed, the use of
so the use of chemical and biological agents amneiVe biological and chemical weapons were employed Iy th
weapons of war seems attractive. This was espgciall Japanese Armies against the Soviets, the Chinaaees\r
true since the Imperial Japanese Army was outnuatber and hundred of thousands of Chinese civilians.
by the Soviet armies in the Far East.
Dr. Ishii by sophisticated lobbying became a fateoof
During this period 1925-32, the Japanese sentrexpe  the Emperor. He was generously supplied with money
biological and chemical warfare to secretly toue th and material to carry on his work. Because of thedn
experimental facilities for research into the uéehese  for secrecy, strict control over the participants the
weapons to many European countries that had sidneed testing of pathogens and the production of the same
1925 Protocol but were willing to violate the tesrof germs was a continuing priority. Dr. Ishii decidedcall
the Convention on the basis of the national defelesgls  his enterprise Unit 731 which to this day idensfighe
of the western allies of the Japanese in WW 1. lethal actions of the Imperial Japanese Army bgsduot
adequately explain that a myriad of units were tecas
It was during this period that a young ambitious the victorious Japanese Armies moved from thehnort
physician with a PhD in microbiology in addition iis of China towards the south. All units were composéd
Medical Degree made his interest in biological and physicians, microbiologists, and other technicglesis.
chemical agents known to the Imperial General $taff  The “Units” were active in the Nanjing area, thdjiBg
Emperor Hirohito. | refer to Dr. ISHI Shiro who area, the Shanghai area and in some of the cosintrie
embarked on a campaign to create a Biological andnitially overrun by the Japanese.
Chemical warfare program. At this very time (1932)-3
the Japanese had invaded and conquered the prafince In China, not only were these weapons used inifight
Manchuria in Northern China. The reasoning was ithat against the Chinese Armies but also in a reigreabt
war broke out between the Japan an the Soviet Uhion the Japanese concentrated on attacking Chinediamsvi
was better to fight the Soviets on their bordexther in the Province next to Shaghai during the sumnfer o
than have to fight to protect the home islandsapf. 1942. It is well documented that at least three drad
thousand Chinese men, women, children, and infants
The military success of the Japanese in Manchuriawere murdered being the victims of the weaponized
permitted Dr. ISHI Shiro to set up shop in an itmdia  pathogens i.e. anthrax, plague, glanders, cholend,
area near Harbin, Manchuria to implement his pl&tes.  typhoid fever. Some civilian victims survived these
arranged for the construction of a vast complexat te attacks even though their loved ones died durirgy th

Address: Department of Dermatology, University afifrnia, San Francisco, Californi@A 94115USA
Tel 415-479-1339, Fax 415-479-5087, E-mail: mfrdaat@aol.com
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period of aggressive warfare by Unit 731 and it's terrorist groups to use biological and chemicalndg@as
subsidiaries. To this day elderly Chinese men andweapons of mass destruction.

women living in rural area of the Province next to

Shanghai are victims of “rotten leg disease” whigkhe The anthrax attack upon the United States in Septem

lay term for chronic cutaneous glanders. October 2001 reaffirms the genocidal threat to inuke
Caused by the purposeful dissemination of glantgrs most powerful nation in the world being victimssshall
the Japanese. groups that would

Put us all in harms way.
After the defeat of the Japanese by the allied drme
forces, the United States Army began a fact finding Reference
investigation of Dr. Ishii's program. Negotiationgth Harris SH, Factories of Death Japanese Biological
Dr. Ishii continued over the first three years bet Warfare, 1932-1945, and the American Cover-up
occupation of Japan. A deal was struck by which Dr. Revised Edition, Rutledge, New York, 2002.
Ishii agreed to turn over all his data for a pramiom
the United States that he would not be prosecused a (A part of this paper was presented at the 14tktvg
War Criminal. of 15-years War and Japanese Medical Science and
Service, October 10, 2005, Tokyo, Japan)
The material was transferred to Fort Detrick, Mang,
the U.S. Army’s site for research into biologicaida Michael J Franzblau
chemical weapons. Some of the material wasl.Born Detroit, Michigan USA, December 11,1926
microfilmed after being translated into English st 2. A.B degree in zoology, University of Michiga84B
of the material was never examined and was sekttoac 3. M.D. University of Michigan Medical School, June

Japan. It is clear that the United States strugkoar 10,1952

bargain with Dr. Ishii and the other participantsthe 4. Residency in Dermatology, University of Califtan
work of Unit 731. Not a single member of his entep School of Medicine, San Francisco, California |%B8}-
was ever tried for murder and crimes against hutpani 5. Private Practice of Dermatology 1958-1999, Giaae,
Most of the physicians went on to satisfying prefesal Marin County, California, USA

careers as Dean’'s of Medical Schools, owners of6. Clinical Professor of Dermatology, University of

successful pharmaceutical companies, and as leaders California Medical School, San Francisco, Califagni

In the Japanese Institutes for health especially th USA, 1992-to the present

Institute dealing with infectious diseases. 7.Married to Donna Franzblau (49 years) three adult
children

The genocidal attacks on Chinese civilians indidhe 8. Associate member of the World Medical Assocratio

vulnerability of innocent populations to signifidan [993- to the present

morbidity and mortality during the period 1932-#5a 9. Member of the American Medical Association, 1968

reminder to all of us of the ability for rogue mats or the present.
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