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(FcDC 2019-Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Real-Time RT-PCR Diagnostic
Panelll) (https://www. fda. gov/media/134922/download)

Detection of viral RNA may not indicate the presence of infectious virus

or that 2019-nCoV is the causative agent for clinical symptoms.
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1. The detection result of this product is only for clinical reference,
and it should not be used as the only evidence for clinical diagnosis and
treatment. The clinical management of patients should be considered in
combination with their symptoms/signs, history, other laboratory tests and
treatment responses. The detection results should not be directly used as
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the evidence for clinical diagnosis, and are only for the reference of
clinicians.
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However, as I’ ve written, the PCR test has problems. It is open to errors.
One of those errors occurs right at the beginning of the procedure:

I's the sample taken from the patient actually a virus or a piece of a virus?
Or is it just an irrelevant piece of debris?

Another problem is inherent in the method of the PCR itself. The test is
based on the amplification of a tiny, tiny speck of genetic material taken
from a patient-blowing it up millions of times until it can be observed
and analyzed.

Researchers who employ the test claim that, as a result of the procedure,
they can also infer the quantity of virus that is present in the patient.
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Note added in proof: Since this paper was accepted, the IGTV has designated
the virus as SARS-CoV-2; in addition, the WHO has released the official
name of the disease caused by this virus, which is GOVID-19
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