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Hun Manet

Sued in US
For Torture,
Terrorism

By ALEX WILLEMYNS
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

Imprisoned CNRP official Meach
Sovannara hasfiled alawsuitina U.S.
federal court against Prime Minister
Hun Sen’s eldest son, Hun Manet,
and the Cambodian government, ac-
cusing them of “terrorism” and “tor-
ture through arbitrary, extralegal,
and long-term detention.”

Lieutenant General Manet is cur-
rently traveling in the U.S,, and an
article published there yesterday
claimed that a man who had al-
legedly been assaulted by his body-
guards in Los Angeles on Saturday
was attempting to serve Lt. Gen.
Manet legal papers for the case.

According to a filing made in Cali-
fornia on Friday and obtained last
night, lawyers for Mr. Sovannara—
whoisaUS. citizen—are requesting
that Lt. Gen. Manet and the Cambo-
dian governmentitselfbe put on trial
for damages resulting from Mr. So-
vannara’s imprisonment.

Mr. Sovannara was one of 11
found guilty last year of “leading an
insurrection” and sentenced to 20
yearsin prison for a 2014 opposition
protest that devolved into a violent
street brawl between CNRP sup-
porters and state security guards.

The filing requests a trial to hear
claims for damages for “torture
through arbitrary, extralegal, and
long-term detention,” “acts of
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CNRP lawmaker Um Sam An is escorted from the Interior Ministry in Phnom Penh yesterday after being arrested
in Siem Reap City shortly after midnight.

In Blow for Immunity, Lawmaker Arrested

By AuN PHEAP
AND ALEX WILLEMYNS
THE CAMBODIA DAILY
Demolishing the constitutional
protection forbidding the arrest of
lawmakers without National Assem+
bly consent, police apprehended op-
position lawmaker Um Sam An
early yesterday morning in Siem
Reap City over his advocacy against
Vietnamese border intrusions.
One of the architects of a CNRP
campaign lastyear to embarrass the
government for allowing Vietnam-

ese civilians and soldiers to arbitrar-
ily claim sovereign Cambodian ter-
ritory, Mr. Sam An was arrested
hours after returning from exile in
the U.S. and Europe.

Under a very broad interpreta-
tion of a clause in the Constitution
permitting lawmakers’ arrests
when they are caught in the act of
a crime—referred to by the Latin
phrase “in flagrante delicto”—he
was seized over Facebook posts
written last year, said Justice Min-
istry spokesman Chin Malin.

“We arrested him for discrimina-
tion, using fake maps and incite-
ment causing insecurity in society,”
Mr. Malin said by telephone yester-
day. “Police see that these are
crimes, so they arrested him for
questioning.”

“They will send this case to
court, and the prosecutor will
charge him according to these
crimes,” Mr. Malin said, adding
that Mr. Sam An was being de-
tained at the Interior Ministry. “He

Continued on page 2

N Korean ‘Ghost Ships’ Washing Up in Japan

By JoNATHAN KAIMAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Shizuo Kakutani sees no great
mystery in the things that wash
ashore in Monzen, his quiet fishing
village on the Sea of Japan—the
fishing boats ravaged by fierce win-
ter storms, the Chinese garbage
carried to land by the strong winds,
the occasional body that drifts in
from Yaseno, the nearby cliffs no-
torious for suicides.

The ghost ships, however, are
harder to explain.

On an early morning in Novem-

ber, the 71-year-old retired fisher-
man received a call from his col-
leagues at the town’s civilian coast
guard. A black mass bobbing in the
water—most likely a boat—had
been spotted hooked to a distant
buoy.

“When I saw the boat, I immedi-
ately knew that it was from North
Korea,” Kakutani said. He had
seen similar vessels before—no
more than 9 meters long, made of
wood, its flat-bottomed hull cov-
ered in black tar.

“Then, as we were pulling the

boat to this port, we noticed a pair
of legs sticking out from under-
neath, bobbing up and down with
the waves,” Kakutani said. Later
that day, they discovered two more
boats and a grisly cargo of 10 bod-
ies, all badly decomposed.

In small towns along Japan’s
sleepy west coast, dozens of North
Korean boats drift ashore each
year—and while most arrive emp-
ty or reduced to kindling, some float
eerily out of the haze with a crew of
bodies, adding to the mystery of a

Continued on page 10
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AND ALSO
Man Faces Jail Over Trump Flag

REUTERS

NEW YORK - Republican presidential
hopeful Donald Trump appears to
have a passionate supporter in Jo-
seph Hornick, a New Jersey man
who faces a $2,000 fine or 90 days
in jail for flying a flag emblazoned
with the billionaire candidate’s
name over his home.

Local officials said the flag vio-
lates an ordinance prohibiting the
display of political signs more than

30 days ahead of an election and is-
sued him a summons. New Jer-
sey’s primary is on June 7.

For weeks, Hornick has dis-
played the blue flag with Trump’s
“Make America Great Again!” cam-
paign slogan on a pole outside his
house in a show of his support for
Trump. Trump has been campaign-
ing this week in neighboring New
York in an effort to snag the Repub-
lican presidential nomination.

NEWSMAKERS

M 1.0S ANGELES - A passionate Kiss, LEONARDO DICAPRIO’s “Revenant”
bear encounter and a foulkmouthed hosting duo dominated Saturday’s
profanity-laden MTV Movie Awards, where “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens” came away the top winner. “The Force Awakens,” the third-
highest grossing film of all time, led with 11 nominations and beat out
blockbusters such as “Jurassic World” and “Avengers: Age of Ultron”
for movie of the year. Lead star DAISY RIDLEY won best breakthrough
performance. “It’s especially amazing to be part of a film that represents
all genders—two genders—and races and ages in such a positive and
aspirational way,” Ridley said. Hosts KEVIN HART and DWAYNE “THE
ROCK” JOHNSON set the tone for the evening as they opened with curse
words and insults, at one point dressing up as Batman and Superman
to throw barbs at the Adlist superhero actors in attendance. (Reuters)

Lawmaker...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

will be sent to court tomorrow.”

Yesterday afternoon, however,
Mr. Sam An was also transferred
briefly from the ministry to the mu-
nicipal court for questioning, and
used the opportunity to call out to
reporters.

“This is an unjust case. I have
been accused of incitement and
causing turmoil in society,” he said.

Mr. Malin, the spokesman, said
Mr. Sam An’s provocative and pub-
lic Facebook posts from the U.S.
last year, which accused the CPP of
complicity in Vietnamese incur-
sions into Cambodia and were
widely covered by the media, ren-
dered his case “in flagrante delicto.”

“I give, as an example, that if Mr.
Um Sam An killed someone and
escaped but then returned, the po-
lice could arrest him because he
committed an obvious crime, and
everyone knows he did it before,”
Mr. Malin said.

“What he did in 2015 is consid-
ered as flagrante delicto. Even if it
happened in the past, it’s still con-
sidered flagrante delicto from a
legal and technical perspective.”

It is not clear which of Mr. Sam
An’s many Facebook posts vio-
lated the law, but the lawmaker last
year continued to accuse the CPP
of using fake border maps long
after August 21, when Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen warned that such
claims would lead to arrest.

The lawmaker also often posted
what he said were the correct
French colonial maps of Cambo-
dia’s eastern border with Vietnam,
which the Constitution dictates are
the only ones that can be used for
border demarcation.

“I say the government’s maps
are illegal because those maps dif-
fer from the maps stipulated in Ar-
ticle 2 of the Constitution,” Mr.
Sam An wrote in September, call-
ing Mr. Hun Sen’s maps of the
Cambodian-Vietnamese border an
“inheritance left by the Yuon in the
1980s.”

“Yuon” is a word for the Viet-
namese considered pejorative by
many but often used by the oppo-
sition, which has long sought to
take advantage of the fact that Viet-
nam installed Mr. Hun Sen and his
government in power during its
1979 to 1989 military occupation of
Cambodia.

Yesterday’s arrest, which was
carried out months after Mr. Sam
An’s alleged crime—and while he
was withdrawing money from an
ATM, according to deputy Siem
Reap provincial police chief Huot
Sothy—now raises questions about
the future of the legal immunity
granted to lawmakers.

The privilege is provided to all
elected lawmakers by Article 80 of
the Constitution, which reads: “The
accusation, arrest, or detention of
an assembly member shall be
made only with the permission of
the National Assembly...except in
case of flagrante delicto.”

Atwo-thirds majority vote in the
Assembly is required to strip a law-
maker of his or her immunity—a
procedure that the CPP has taken
full advantage of in past mandates
to jail opposition lawmakers. Yet
the CPPhas not enjoyed such a su-
permajority since 2013’s election.

Koul Panha, executive director
of the Committee for Free and Fair
Elections, said the broad interpre-
tation of “in flagrante delicto” used
to arrest Mr. Sam An over six-
month-old online posts rendered
the protections provided by Article
80 essentially meaningless.

“The Constitution has become
nothing now, in terms of its legal
protections for members of parlia-
ment—nothing. The government
can now proceed with arresting
members of parliament as it wants,”
Mr. Panha said.

“The National Assembly must
immediately take action and ask
the government why they have vi-
olated the Constitution. They can
propose a motion to ask the gov-
ernment to explain why they did
this,” he said.

However, Leng Peng Long, the
spokesman for the National As-

sembly and its longtime secretary-
general, said he approved of Mr.
Sam An’s arrest on the grounds of
the apparently flagrant nature of
his online posts.

“I have not yet received any re-
ports from the authorities, but I
think that the authorities probably
have enough evidence to arrest
Mr. Um Sam An,” Mr. Peng Long
said. “T think that the arrest did not
break the law, because Mr. Sam
An committed an obvious crime.”

It's not the first time a parliamen-
tarian has been arrested despite his
immunity. On Mr. Hun Sen’s or-
ders in August, opposition Senator
Hong Sok Hour was jailed for for-
gery and incitement over a fake
border treaty with Vietnam he used
in alecture posted on Facebook.

While the CPP held the neces-
sary two-thirds majority in the Sen-
ate to strip Mr. Sok Hour of his
immunity, the ruling party’s sena-
tors met and decided not to strip
him, citing the then-deleted video
as a case of “in flagrante delicto”
that would allow his imprisonment
anyway.

Yesterday, the similarity between
the two cases was not lost on Interior
Ministry spokesman Khieu So-
pheak, who drew upon the prec-
edent of Mr. Sok Hour’s arrest in
defense of Mr. Sam An’s arrest.

“The case of Um Sam An [is] not
different from the case of Hong

Sok Hour, because he criticized
the government about selling land
to Vietnam and he also criticized
the government for using fake
maps,” he said.

While officials have taken a
broad interpretation of “in flagrante
delicto,” Mr. Hun Sen has offered
alimited view of parliamentary im-
munity itself, warning that seven
other CNRP lawmakers charged
with “leading an insurrection” be-
fore accepting their seats in August
2014 could be jailed.

“The seven lawmakers will still
be jailed because you received im-
munity after you were charged,”
Mr. Hun Sen said in a January
2015 speech. “Please study the law.
Your side knows the law and our
side knows the law.”

Opposition leader Sam Rainsy—
who is himself now living in France
in selfimposed exile to avoid an
ever-growing list of charges and
sentences—said yesterday Mr.
Sam An’s arrest was a bad sign with
2017 commune elections and 2018
national election approaching.

“This arrest bodes ill for the cli-
mate surrounding the forthcoming
elections,” Mr. Rainsy wrote in an
email from Paris. “It must ring the
alarm bell in the ears of all those,
including the international com-
munity, who look forwards to ac-
ceptable elections in 2017 and
2018

— International Brief —

Iran Says Russia Delivered Part of New Defense System
Russia has delivered the first part of an advanced missile defense sys-
tem to Iran, Iranian media reported yesterday, starting to equip Tehran
with technology that was blocked before it signed a deal with world pow-
ers on its nuclear program. The S-300 surface-to-air system was first de-
ployed at the height of the Cold War in 1979. In its updated form it is one
of the most advanced systems of its kind and, according to British security
think tank RUSI, can engage multiple aircraft and ballistic missiles around
150 km away. Russia’s agreement to provide Iran with S-300 has sparked
concern in Israel, whose government Iran has said it aims to destroy. In
arecorded transmission, Iranian state television showed Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hossein Jaber Ansari telling a news conference yesterday: “I
announce today that the first phase of this [delayed] contract has been
implemented.” Ansari was replying to reporters’ questions about videos
on social media showing what appeared to be parts of an S-300 missile
system on trucks in northern Iran. Russia says it canceled a contract to
deliver S-300s to Iran in 2010 under pressure from the West. (Reuters)
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Police Officer Sued Over Alleged Threat to Shoot Journalist
By BEN SOKHEAN at about 5:20 p.m. “I will be really worried about  reached, but his boss, district po-
THE CAMBODIA DAILY “He rode a Scoopy motorbike  my family’s safety if the authorities  lice chief Nhik Thol, denied that
A journalist in Pailin province  and broughtan AKrifle and parked  don’t take action against him,” he  his officer had made a threat.

yesterday filed a lawsuit against a
local police officer for allegedly
threatening to kill him if he pub-
lished a story about a drunken
shooting spree the officer went
on last week.

Ouk Touch, a reporter for the
Kampuchea Aphivat newspaper
and the online Chhantak Khmer
News, said he and two other jour-
nalists from other news organiza-
tions had traveled to Sala Krao dis-
trict on Sunday to interview res-
idents about the April 4 shooting.

He said villagers blamed the
shooting on district police officer
Khea Sokhorn and showed them
four bullet casings and two bullet
holes in one of their homes. No
one was hurt.

Mr. Touch said he had returned
home from the village that after-
noon and Mr. Sokhorn showed up

in front of my house,” he said. “He
asked me, ‘Why did you go to do
interviews to write about my sto-
ry? If I shoot, it’s my right and you
can’t make it public.”

After the officer stepped into
his house, Mr. Touch said, “he
grabbed his rifle and walked
around pointing it at me. I was
really concerned that he might
shoot me. I went closer to him to
try and calm him down.... I told
him I would not write the story.”

The officer left soon after, and
Mr. Touch, along with other re-
porters, did publish the story about
the April 4 shooting. Mr. Touch
said he also reported the alleged
threat to district and provincial
police, but that they showed little
interest, prompting him to file a
complaint with the provincial
court.

said. “T think this is a serious viola-
tion against a journalist.”

“It's normal; he was too
drunk to control himself,
S0 he fired his gun
playfully.”

—NHIK THOL,
POLICE CHIEF,
Sara KRAO DISIRICT

Chum Sen Sothea, chief prose-
cutor at the Kratie Provincial Court,
said he had received the complaint
and would issue a summons today,
asking Mr. Sokhom to appear for
questioning sometime after the
Khmer New Year holiday, which
ends Saturday.

Mr. Sokhorn could not be

“He just went to ask the jour-
nalist questions. He did not make
a threat or point a gun at anyone.
I think someone is exaggerating
the situation,” he said.

Mr. Thol said his officer did fire
his rifle while drunk on April 4
and might lose his job. But the
police chief said he would not be
sending his subordinate to court.

“Probably not,” he said. “It’s
normal; he was too drunk to con-
trol himself, so he fired his gun
playfully.”

Run Sareth, publisher of both
Kampuchea Aphivat and Chhantak
Khmer News, said he had urged
his reporter to file the lawsuit.

“We cannot accept that the po-
lice officer used his AK to threat-
en our reporter at his home,” he
said. “We suggest the court take
action according to the law.”

Man Shot Dead in Drug-Riddled Slum Over Motorbike Debt

By SEK Opom
THE CAMBODIA DAILY
A 23year-old man died in Phnom
Penh’s Sen Sok district yesterday
after being shot by two brothers
for failing to deliver the money he
owed them from a pawned mo-
torbike, according to police.
Chhay Chenda was playing a
popular fish-themed arcade game
at a drug den in Toek Thla com-
mune’s squalid Trapaing Chhouk
village when Kong Sophal, 31,
and his younger brother Kong
Chansovann, 22, showed up to de-
mand $500 the victim owed them,
said commune police chief Sok
Sophal.
“At about 2 a.m., the victim was

sitting playing the fish gambling
game when two men came and
asked him to walk outside to ask
him about the money, as Chanso-
vann had asked him to take the
motorbike to pawn at Kandal
market last week,” Mr. Sophal
said.

But when Chhay Chenda re-
fused to hand over the money—
telling the brothers they could re-
trieve the bike from the pawn shop
if they wished—a fight broke out,
he said.

“After the suspect named Chan-
sovann beat the victim, Sophal
took his gun and fired it five times
until one shot hit the victim’s
stomach, causing serious injur-

ies,” the police chief said, adding
that the victim succumbed to his
wounds at Preah Kossamak Hos-
pital a few hours later.

Following interviews with wit-
nesses, both brothers were arrest-
ed shortly before noon at their
home in the village, where police
also found the murder weapon,
he said.

“We found out that Chanso-
vann was a friend of Chenda,
then we went to arrest him,” he
said, adding that Mr. Sophal was
apprehended while attempting to
flee from police.

Sen Sok police chief Mok Hong
said the brothers had been ques-
tioned at the district police station

and would be sent to the Phnom
Penh Municipal Court today.

“We have concluded that it was
a revenge case because we know
the two tried to find the victim to
get back the money that he took
from them,” he said.

A beverage seller who witnessed
the shooting said Chhay Chenda
had attempted to escape from the
brothers, but was caught in the bar-
rage of bullets.

“I looked from the window and
saw shots hit the wall a few times
while a man tried to escape, but
he was hit by one shot and fell to
the ground,” said the man, who
declined to give his name for fear
of reprisals.

Young Woman Murdered After Fighting Off Rapist in Kratie

By BurH Kimsay
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

A woman fought off a rape at-
tempt in Kratie province on Satur-
day night only to be murdered by
her attacker, according to police,
in what was at least the fifth mur-
der connected to a sexual assault
identified by authorities this year.

Som Chenda, 23, was attacked
by brickmaker Chet Chanrith, 19,
while walking to a DVD shop
from her home in Chet Borei dis-
trict at about 8 p.m. on Saturday,
according to Hout Limheng, chief
of the provincial police’s serious
crimes bureau.

“The suspect attempted to rape
the victim as she was walking

along the path,” Mr. Limheng
said, adding that when the wom-
an attempted to fight him off—
scratching his face and body—he
became angry and knocked her
unconscious.

“The suspect dragged the body
to a pond, but he was afraid she
was still alive, so he snapped her
neck before throwing her body
into the pond,” he said.

The body was discovered on
Monday morning in the pond,
from which water is pumped by lo-
cal brickmakers for use in their
trade, the bureau chief said.

Sreu Chealy, a deputy district
police chief, said investigators lat-
er narrowed down the potential

pool of suspects to the workers
who operated the brick kiln near
where the body was found, then
identified Mr. Chanrith as the per-
petrator after they noticed scratch
marks on his body.

“The suspect confessed to kil
ing the victim,” Mr. Chealy said.
“He struck the victim until she
was unconscious and pressed her
neck with an iron bar and stran-
gled her.”

Kratie Provincial Court director
Din Sivuthy said court officials
were expected to lay charges
against Mr. Chanrith today.

The brutal crime marks at least
the fifth time this year that a vic-
tim of sexual assault has been

murdered by her attacker.

Prominent women’s rights ad-
vocate Ros Sopheap said she be-
lieved crimes against women had
become more brutal in recent
years.

“T feel it is more savage than be-
fore, if I compare to 10 years ago,”
she said, adding that a lack of re-
spect for the judicial system led
many of the perpetrators to kill
their victims.

“When people do not trust [the
courts], the murderer feels they
are OK to commit the crime,” she
said. “They believe they will not
have any problems.”

(Additional reporting by Taylor
O’'Connell)
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lodine Levels
Dangerously

Low in Moms,
Children

By BEN Paviour
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

More than 60 percent of moth-
ers and young children in Cam-
bodia are suffering from danger-
ously low levels of iodine in what
a new study describes as a “seri-
ous public health problem.”

Members of poor, rural com-
munities exhibited especially low
levels of urinary iodine, a lack of
which can lead to thyroid disor-
ders and stunt physical and men-
tal development, the study shows.

Published last week in the jour-
nal Nutrients, the study partially at-
tributes the problem to a decline in
the availability of iodized salt—the
primary source of the nutrient in
Cambodia. A 2014 survey by Unicef
found that more than 60 percent of
salt inspected in the country did not
meet regulatory standards, up from
22 percentin 2011.

Unicef stopped funding iodine
procurement in Cambodia in 2010.

Nearly three-quarters of the 736
mothers and two-thirds of the 950
children under the age of 5 exam-
ined as part of the 2014 Cambodian
Micronutrient Survey are suffering
from iodine deficiency, according to
the study.

The odds of having a low uri-
nary iodine concentration “were
almost halved for mothers and re-
duced by two-thirds for children if
they belonged to the richest socio-
economic category as compared
to the poorest,” its says.

Iodine allows for normal func-
tioning of the thyroid and is used
by cells to convert food into ener-
gy, according to the U.S. National
Institutes of Health. Left untreated,
iodine deficiency can impede men-
tal development and severely stunt
physical growth, warns the World
Health Organization.

Although a 2003 sub-decree
makes the iodization of salt man-
datory in Cambodia, according to
the new study, its authors—includ-
ing representatives of Unicef, the
National Nutrition Program and the
Agriculture Ministry—recommend
stronger enforcement of existing
regulations and a lower mandatory
level of iodine.

“It is essential to sustain strong
enforcement from the government
and ensure that everyone has ac-
cess to affordable and adequately
iodized salt,” the study says.

Health Ministry officials could
not be reached for comment.

NATIOt:lAL . .
Court Charges Five Over Massive Market Fire

By SEkK OpoMm
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

The Stung Treng Provincial
Court yesterday charged a gold-
smith, three security guards and
the manager of a market in Stung
Treng City for negligence that con-
tributed to the outbreak of a fire
that gutted the market on Thurs-
day, causing an estimated S1 mil-
lion in damages.

The blaze started at about 10
p.m. inside the Thmar market on
Thursday, tearing through 1,220
stalls and shops over the course
of five hours before firefighters
from three provinces could bring
it under control.

Deputy provincial police chief
Horm Bunthel said yesterday that
security guards Ros Saroeun,
Chhoam Chamroeun and Chhoam

Sopheak, market manager Lim
Yung and goldsmith Heng Map
were arrested at various locations
across Stung Treng City on Sun-
day afternoon and taken in for ques-
tioning by provincial police.

Yesterday, they were sent to
the provincial court, charged with
criminal negligence leading to
property damage and provisional-
ly detained at the provincial pris-
on, Mr. Bunthel said.

He explained that Mr. Map, the
goldsmith, had accidentally start-
ed the fire while melting down
platinum earlier in the day, spilling
some of the metal onto a soft sur-
face where it smoldered for sever-
al hours until the fire broke out.

“We arrested the goldsmith as a
suspect because we concluded that
the fire started from a small fire

when he burned the platinum...and
was careless,” he said.

The three security guards had
not been carefully patrolling the
market that night, making it easi-
er for the fire to spread, he added,
while the manager was taken into
custody because he was responsi-
ble for the safety of vendors and
security of the premises.

The market is privately managed
by businessman Sa Leang, who
could not be reached for comment.

Provincial police on Friday est-
mated that the fire resulted in prop-
erty losses of about $1 million. Men
Kong, a spokesman for the provin-
cial government, said yesterday that
an investigating team comprised of
police, military police and provincial
authorities had yet to determine
the full scale of the destruction.

Mekong Dams Not Cause of Drought, PM Says

By KHUON NARIM
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

Prime Minister Hun Sen yester-
day disputed the idea that water
shortages along the Mekong River
have been exacerbated by two
massive hydropower dams being
developed by Laos, saying the
drought currently afflicting much
of mainland Southeast Asia was
caused only by “the sky.”

Speaking during a ceremony to
inaugurate a new pagoda building
in Prey Veng province, Mr. Hun
Sen said the government was “con-
cerned” about the drought, but that
he was convinced that upstream
Mekong dams had nothing to do
with the problem.

“Last year, unfortunately, rain
avoided the Mekong River basin; it
did not just avoid Cambodia,” he

said. “The issue of big water or
small water—the issue of having wa-
ter or not having water—it does not
just involve the hydroelectric dam
at Xayaburi nor the Don Sahong.”

“Don’t blame Laos [and say]
that it was caused by Laos building
the Don Sahong hydroelectric
dam—it hasn’t been built yet—or
caused by the Xayaburi hydropow-
er dam, which has just been built a
little bit and is 1,200 kilometers
from Cambodia,” he continued.

Rather than dams, the premier
said, the culprit was simply the ca-
pricious climate.

“The issue of having water or not
having water depends on the sky;
the sky brings rain where they don’t
need it until people die,” he said.

The Vietnamese government
last week blamed upstream Me-

kong dams such as the Xayaburi
and Don Sahong, along with this
year’s particularly strong El Nino,
for catastrophic droughts and “salt-
water intrusion” there, the Asso-
ciated Press reported.

Saltwater intrusion—the move-
ment of saltwater into freshwater
bodies—is affecting large swathes
of land in the Mekong Delta due to
low water levels in the river. Mr.
Hun Sen said that the current salt-
water intrusion in Vietnam was un-
precedented, and that it could be-
come a concern for Cambodia.

“T am very concerned; it has al-
ready crossed 100 km from the
sea, and if the water drops a little
bit, seawater will rise up into Neak
Loeung, and that would be a dis-
aster related to global climate
change,” he said.

Gov’t Mulls Online Driver’s License Registration

By KANG SOTHEAR
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

Less than a week after taking
over the Transport Ministry, Sun
Chanthol has established a com-
mittee to move more services
online, including the process for
applying for driver’s licenses, offi-
cials said yesterday.

Preap Chanvibol, director of the
ministry’s transportation depart-
ment, said the committee was
formed Friday and would focus on
making better use of the internet.

Moving the license registration
process online, Mr. Chanvibol said,
was just one of several issues being
discussed.

“That s also a part of discussions,
but I cannot give any specifics yet
—such as how the process would
be organized—until the discussion
has ended in results,” he said.

Ministry spokesman Pheng Sov-
icheano explained that the commit-
tee was weighing the pros and cons
of an online registration system for
both users and the government.

“For example, people in rural
areas probably do not have the
ability or enough knowledge to
access the online system, and so
they will probably have to use ex-
isting services,” Mr. Sovicheano
said, adding that a web-based sys-
tem would drastically reduce the
opportunity for graft.

“There would not be face-to-
face meetings between applicants
and issuers [of licenses], and so
there would be no under-the-table
money,” he said.

Mr. Chanthol, the spokesman
noted, had moved the business
registration process online while
at the Commerce Ministry, which

he headed until last week, when
he was moved as part of a cabinet
reshuffle proposed by Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen.

Ear Chariya, director of the Inst-
tute for Road Safety, said that while
he had not heard about the new
Transport Ministry committee, he
did not think an online license reg-
istration system would be practical.

“It is not really appropriate, giv-
en that an online system would
likely require credit cards for pay-
ment, which most Cambodians do
not have,” he said.

Currently, drivers of commer-
cial vehicles, cars and motorbikes
with engines larger than 125cc are
required to hold a driver’s license,
which costs about $20 and takes
up to a month to obtain.

(Additional reporting by Peter
Ford)
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The World Bank yesterday said
itstill predicted strong growth from
the Cambodian economy—led by
garment exports—and only amod-
erate cooling over the next few
years despite a “faster than expect-
ed” slowdown in China, Cambo-
dia’s biggest foreign investor.

Marking the release of its latest
economic update for the region,
the Bank said the year-on-year
growth of Cambodia’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP) would dip
from 7 percent in 2015 to 6.9 per-
cent this year and again to 6.8 per-
cent in the two years after that,
largely weathering China’s sharp-
er downturn. But it warned of per-
sistent struggles for Cambodia’s
agriculture sector and the slow-
down of a still-booming construc-
tion industry living increasingly off

NATIONAL

Garments to Keep Economy Strong Through China Slowdown

Appearing ata press conference
in Washington via video link, Sud-
hir Shetty, the Bank’s chief econo-
mist for East Asia and the Pacific,
said China’s slowdown was likely
to hurt Cambodia mostin the tour-
ism sector.

Although tourist arrivals from
Chinaare growing faster than from
any other country, the year-on-
year growth in total arrivals has
dropped sharply, from 17.5 per-
centin 2013 to 6.1 percent lastyear.

Miguel Sanchez Martin, the
Bank’s senior country economist,
said the construction sector and
stronger-than-expected garment
exports—mostly to the U.S. and
Europe—had been picking up the
slack.

“Itis also very interesting to see
how Cambodian exporters have
been able to deal with this more
difficult situation, which is appreci-

Mr. Sanchez Martin said he ex-
pected garment exports to keep
growing over the next few years
and tourism to pick up again.

“On the other hand,” he said,
“we will need to monitor the possi-
ble deceleration [of] the construc-
tion sector and also how to re-
spond to the weak sector in agri-
culture, which is the most con-
cerning part.”

‘While the construction sector is
expected to remain robust, he said,
“anew trend that we observed is a
deceleration in the number and
amount of construction approvals.
That means that growth in the con-
struction sector could slow down a
little bit in 2016.”

Mr. Ly blamed a “very sluggish”
agriculture sector, expected to con-
tribute virtually nothing to this year's
GDP growth, on bad weather and a
shrinking supply of new land on

“Many commodity exporters
[are] facing international prices
falling down, so it [is] very difficult
for agriculture, especially for ex-
port,” he said. “It’s very difficult to
prosper during the depressed
time, so it might take some time to
boost agricultural production. It's
not going to be shortterm; it’s go-
ing to be medium-term.”

M. Ly also raised alarms about
the “large gap” between the rising
value of bank loans and falling de-
posits and about a steady drop in
public investment since 2011, as
ever more donors have shied away
from lending to a country approach-
ing lower-middle-income status.

“So...the main message and pol-
icy option [is] that the govern-
ment might have to spend a little
bit more on public investment,”
the economist said.

But he said government rev-

of credit. ation in the U.S. dollar,” he said. ~ which to expand production. enue was likely to stay stuck at
“It’s still very high growth,” said ~ “You can observe already some di- He said depressed international ~ about 17 percent of GDP through
Sodeth Ly, a country economistfor ~ versification into higher value-  commaodity prices were likely to 2018 without new tax rates and in-
the Bank. “So everything remains ~ added products and also intensifi- ~ keep the agriculture sector down  centives—unlikely until after the
good in the midterm outlook.” cation of the footwear industry.” for the next few years. 2018 national election.
that...Hun Manetheadswere prin-  subject to criminal sanctions [in ~ beaten by a guard.

Terrorism...
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international terrorism,” “inten-
tional infliction of emotional dis-
tress,” “assault,” “battery,” “false
imprisonment” and “loss of con-
sortium” with his wife.

Lt. Gen. Manet’s “actions taken
against...Meach Sovannara and
his family were part of a systemat-
ic and long-standing campaign of
persecution and torture carried
out by the Hun Sen government
in Cambodia,” it says.

The filing, made by Morton
Sklar, a longtime lawyer for Cam-
bodia’s opposition, makes the case
that the U.S. Foreign Sovereign
Immunities Act, which prevents
foreign officials being brought to
trial in the U.S,, provides excep-
tions for torts seeking monetary
damages.

It claims that Lt. Gen. Manet
was responsible for the brawl that
took place at Freedom Park in
July 2014, for the arrest of Mr. So-
vannara in November that year
and for his ongoing jailing in
Phnom Penh.

“It was in Hun Manet’s official
capacities, and under his authority
and jurisdiction and control, that
the acts of torture against...Meach
Sovannara that are the subject of
this lawsuit took place,” the filing
argues.

“The military and security forces

cipally involved in maintaining or-
der at the political demonstration
in Freedom Park on July 15, 2014,
[and] the attacks that were direct-
ed against the civilian demon-
strators at that protest event,” it
continues.

“They also were responsible for
filing the criminal charges placed
against...Meach Sovannara that
led to his arrest, prosecution and
long-term imprisonment.”

The filing represents the first
suggestion that Lt. Gen. Manet,
who is the head of the Defense
Ministry’s counterterrorism de-
partment and deputy commander
of his father’s bodyguard unit, had
any hand in the 2014 violence or in
Mr. Sovannara’s arrest and jailing,
although it provides no evidence
to support the claim.

Besides that, the filing argues
that Lt. Gen. Manet should stand
trial for “international terrorism”
underthe U.S. Anti-Terrorism Act,
due to the alleged torture he has
inflicted on Mr. Sovannara during
his imprisonment.

U.S. law, the filing says, defines
“international terrorism” as “vio-
lent acts or acts dangerous to hu-
man life that are in violation of the
criminal laws of the United States
or of any State, or that would be a
criminal violation if committed
within the jurisdiction of the Unit-
ed States or of any State.”

“Since acts of torture are made

the U.S.]...and also are defined as
covering the type of treatment
that...Meach Sovanarra [sic] has
been subject to by...Hun Manet
and his subordinates, they come
under the definition of ‘interna-
tional terrorism,” it says.

Council of Ministers spokes-
man Phay Siphan said that he
could not take the case against Lt.
Gen. Manet seriously.

“They have a right to sue who-
ever they want or lodge a com-
plaint, but we have to understand
there are jurisdictions. Let me ex-
plain to you: U.S. citizens, if you
are overseas, you file a complaint
there,” Mr. Siphan said.

“If there’s something wrong in
my native country, I have to file the
complaint in my native country.
‘This is nothing related to Hun Ma-
net. It happened in Cambodia.”

“This is a phony claim. They
want to make a silly case through
the media. It’s nothing to do with
the law.”

Mr. SKlar, the lawyer who filed
the lawsuit, did not respond to a
request for comment last night.
Opposition leader Sam Rainsy
said he was unaware of the filing.

Lt. Gen. Manet’s tour of the U.S.
gotoffto arocky start on Saturday,
with Cambodian-American pro-
testers and the official’s body-
guards appearing to clash outside
a restaurant, with videos showing
a man who claimed to have been

“I'was serving a subpoena, and I
got thrown down by the security
and I hit my head,” says the man,
who gives his name as Paul.
“When it first happened, when I
lay down, I couldn’t move for 30
seconds. I couldn’t move my arms
or my legs; I was paralyzed.”

He denied that he was part of
the protestagainst Lt. Gen. Manet,
saying: “I have nothing to do with
it. T had papers that I was trying to
serve,” before declining to show
the subpoena. “I can’t show you. I
really can’t. I've really probably
said too much,” he says in the
video.

An article on the Huffington
Post yesterday said that the man
was attempting to serve papers to
Lt Gen. Manet.

“Saturday night outside the La
Lune Restaurant in Long Beach,
California, where Manet was hav-
ing dinner, a process server ar-
rived to serve papers on the case,”
the article says. “The process serv-
er notified the police of what he
was doing and was allowed to go
forward.”

“Manet’s bodyguards were not
pleased. There was a scuffle. The
process server was slammed hard
to the ground by one of the body-
guards, landing on his head and
spine,” it said. “Long Beach police
detectives, however, were at the
hospital Saturday night question-
ing the process server.”
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G-7 Foreign Ministers Oppose
Provocation Over Sea Dispute

REUTERS

HIROSHIMA - Foreign ministers
from the Group of Seven ad-
vanced economies said they
strongly opposed provocation in
the East and South China Seas,
where China is locked in territori-
al disputes with nations including
the Philippines, Vietnam and
Japan.

In the latest verbal exchange on
who controls the vital trade water-
ways, China said it had not seen
the G-7 statement, but that coun-
tries in the region were seeking to
promote stability and that disputes
were being “exaggerated.”

“If the G-7 wants to continue
playing a major role in the world,
it should take an attitude of seek-
ing truth from the facts to handle
the issues the international com-
munity is most concerned with at
the moment,” Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Lu Kang
told a daily news briefing.

“If the G-7 is taken hostage by
the selfish interests of certain
countries, then this probably won’t
be beneficial to the G-7’s influence,
role and future development.”

Earlier yesterday, the G-7 for-

eign ministers said after meet-
ing in the Japanese city of Hiro-
shima that they opposed “any
intimidating coercive or provoc-
ative unilateral actions that could
alter the status quo and increase
tensions.”

In an apparent reference to
China’s territorial spat with the
Philippines, the group also
called on countries to observe
international maritime laws and
implement any binding judg-
ments delivered by courts and
tribunals.

Manila has asked the Inter-
national Court of Arbitration in
the Hague to decide on its dis-
pute with Beijing, which has said
it does not recognize the case. A
ruling is expected by June.

China is building islands on
reefs in the South China Sea to
bolster its claims.

Brunei, Malaysia, the Phil-
ippines, Taiwan and Vietnam
also have claims on the waters,
which are believed to have huge
deposits of oil and gas and
through which an estimated $5
trillion in trade is shipped every
year.

Thailand Steps Up Security as
“Terror-Linked’ Uighurs Visit

REUTERS
BANGKOK - Thai police have
stepped up security after two eth-

nic Uighur men from China
linked to “foreign terror groups”
visited a holiday island, a senior
officer said on Saturday.

Fears of a militant attack in
Southeast Asia have risen recent-
ly, especially after the Islamic State
group claimed an attack in the
Indonesian capital in January in
which eight people, four of them
attackers, were killed.

“At the end of March, two Uig-
hurs came to Phuket and stayed
one night and then left Thailand,”
police Lt. Gen. Suchart Teera-
sawat said, referring to a tourist
island on Thailand’s Indian
Ocean coast.

“These two have links to for-
eign terror groups,” he said.

Suchart said police did not have
information about who the Uig-
hurs met or where they went on
the island.

“We're investigating this. After
staying one night the pair trav-
eled to Malaysia and Indonesia.
‘We understand they were eventu-
ally caught in Indonesia,” he said.

Suchart said authorities were
also investigating several ethnic
Chechens following reports last
week that some were on Phuket.

On Thursday, Thai Defense
Minister Prawit Wongsuwan said
he had ordered surveillance of
Uighur and Chechen visitors who
might have entered Thailand on
fake travel documents.

Two Chinese ethnic Uighur
men were arrested last year for
their involvement in an August 17
bombing at a Bangkok shrine that
killed 20 people. They were
charged with murder and posses-
sion of explosives.

Authorities said the bomb had
been in retaliation to a crackdown
on human smuggling gangs and
not a “terrorist” attack.

The Uighur people from China’s
far west are a Muslim minority and
Chinese authorities accuse some
of being involved in militancy.

In March, Indonesian forces
killed two ethnic Uighurs who
linked up with an Indonesian mili-
tant on Sulawesi island. Four Uig-
hurs were jailed in Indonesia last
year after trying to join the same
network.

FHRACHA

JOB VACANCIES

tiigagamanng i apgmougod
Reproductive and Child Health Aliance

Empowering Communities for Health (ECH)

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
#442-JA-042-04/16-ECH-C2

Excellent and exciting employment opportunities with RACHA.
RACHA is seeking several senior level key positions for its
USAID funded ECH project.

1- DEPUTY CHIEF OF PARTY (DCOP) -
(1 POSITION BASED IN PHNOM PENH HEAD OFFICE)

Reproductive and Child Health Alliance (RACHA) is seeking a highly creative, committed
and ambitious Deputy Chief of Party (DCOP) for the USAID-funded Empowering
Communities for Health (ECH) project. ECH aims to strengthen the capacity of local
government counterparts in 9 coverage provinces in Cambodia to respond to citizen
needs through improved decentralized services and increased citizen participation in
health, primary education and local government services. DCOP will be involved in all
facets of the project in providing technical leadership and administrative oversight of
the complex and large scope of ECH project.

2- COMMUNICATIONS TEAM LEADER (CSTL) -
(1 POSITION BASED IN PHNOM PENH HEAD OFFICE)

The CSTL will provide leadership, oversight, and technical direction to the Health &
Behavior Change Communications (HBCC) Team, a team of junior communications
technical and operational professionals,including field-based teams in several provinces.
The CSTL will also be responsible for crafting an effective and all-encompassing
communications strategy, including the use of social media tools and platforms and
knowledge management. By this means, the CSTL will lead the HBCC Team in
implementing IEC and Behavior Change Communication activities that increase the
supply,demand,and access to Maternal and Child Health (MCH), Reproductive Health,
Family Planning, Health Governance, TB prevention, health promotion and community
outreach activities. The CSTL will work under the direct supervision of the ECH COP,
with guidance/support from the communication and social technologies specialist
on the ECH Technical Advisory Panel (TAP).

TO APPLY: Interested candidates MUST submit a current resume with a cover letter to:
RACHA Human Resources Department, #160, Street 71, Sangkat Tonle Bassac,
Khan Chamcarmon, Phnom Penh, or e-mail to jobads@racha.org.kh. Detailed
position description is available at the RACHA website: www.racha.org.kh or at the
RAHCA office at the above address.

(CLOSING DATE FOR THE POSITION: APRIL 25,2016)

@ Recruitment Specialist

VSO is an international development organization that fights poverty through volunteers
Location: Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Contract Type: Permanent
Basic Salary US$680 - US5907 per month plus attractive benefits package which 10%
monthly salary for dependent medical allowance, 13th month bonus, pension, and
37 annual leave days including public holidays.

This is a great opportunity to develop your skills and career with one of the best known
international NGOs. As Recruitment Specialist, you are required to work as part of the
global resourcing team, you will be responsible for recruitment of our employees,
volunteers and consultants for the Cambodia country office. You will play a key role in
supporting programmes and hiring managers ensuring timely and effective recruitment,
selection and on boarding processes in line with VSO global policy and standards.

This is a national hire post under national terms and conditions. Right to work in
Cambodia is required. We will not obtain visa and work permit for non-Cambodian.

Health Project Final Evaluation Consultant

Location: Phnom Penh and field work in Mondulkiri, Cambodia.
Contract Type: Consultant Agreement (20 Working Days)
Salary: Negotiable

This is a great opportunity to develop your skills and career with one of the best known
international NGOs. As Health Project Final Evaluation Consultant, you are required
to design and apply an evaluation plan to assess the implementation process and
impact against goals and objectives. Engage all stakeholders, including beneficiaries
(both Immediate Beneficiaries and Ultimate Beneficiaries) in the research. Make
recommendations based on data collection and analysis by figure out the impact/
changes of the project and agree with VSO on the achievability of such recommendations.
Recommendations which can be applied to V50's other Health programmes in the Asia
region would be appreciated.

If you're interested in applying for these roles, please download the job description
to read more details about the positions and the skills and experience we're
looking for and then submit your online application through this link:

VSO Cambodia values difference and promotes diversity.
Office Telephone: 023 882 768
Applications close: 24 April 2016
Interview Assessment Date: To be confirmed
Start Date: As soon as possible
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REUTERS

BANGKOK - After each typhoon,
earthquake or flood in disaster-
prone Southeast Asia, individuals
and groups meaning well donate
infant formula, not realizing the
dangers it can pose to children in
a crisis, aid workers say.

Substitutes for breast milk in
disaster-hit areas where clean
drinking water is scarce have led
to cases of diarrhea, the second
leading cause of death for chil-
dren under 5 and a key cause of
malnutrition among young chil-
dren, experts say.

“Most people don’t realize how
dangerous that is. In pretty much
every emergency in this region,
we see infant formula donated,”
Unicef regional nutrition special-
ist Dorothy Foote said.

“Instead of infant formula, com-
munities and mothers need to un-
derstand how important it is to
keep breastfeeding.”

Infant formula is aggressively
marketed in Southeast Asia.

However, in disaster-hit areas,
water supplies and infrastructure
are often damaged or inaccessi-
ble, making safe drinking water
—needed to mix formula and clean
bottles—a rare commodity and in-
creasing the risk of disease.

REGIONAL

For Babies in SE Asia Disasters, Experts Say Breast Is Best

Giving out breast-milk substi-
tutes and baby bottles during
emergencies should be avoided,
according to a recent report by
Unicef, the World Health Organi-
zation and Asean.

“Many do not know that this is
an inappropriate donation that
amplifies risks of malnutrition, di-
sease and death for young chil-
dren,” the report says.

“Many do not know

that [formula] is an
inappropriate donation
that amplifies risks of-..
death for young children.”

—UNICEF, ASEAN AND WHO
REPORT

Some governments have breast-
feeding policies, but often they are
not implemented—or enforced in
cases of violations—said Yvonette
Serrano Duque, a specialist in pub-
lic health in emergencies for the
independent Asian Disaster Pre-
paredness Center in Bangkok.

Since 1986, the Philippines has
had a “milk code”—executive or-
der 51—which regulates the mar-
keting and distribution of breast-

milk substitutes and promotes
the “benefits and superiority of
breastfeeding.”

‘While disasters are not specifi-
cally mentioned in the executive
order, a government website on
the issue says: “Breastfeeding is
best for babies especially during
disasters.”

Nonetheless, faith-based groups
in the aftermath of Super Typhoon
Haiyan in 2013 solicited for infant
formula donations, Duque said.

In Indonesia, the Ministry of
Health and Indonesian Red Cross
have promoted breastfeeding
during disasters and providing
breastfeeding rooms in tempo-
rary shelters, said Arfan Fathu-
rohman, head of health and social
services of the Indonesian Red
Cross.

After the country’s 2006 earth-
quake in Yogyakarta, Unicef ex-
perts said distribution of breast-
milk substitutes had been “un-
controlled and widespread,” and
they found more cases of diar-
rhea among children who had re-
ceived donated infant formula
than those who had not.

The intergovernmental Asean
Coordinating Center for Humani-
tarian Assistance on disaster man-
agement (AHA Center) plays a

key role when wellmeaning coun-
tries donate infant formula, which
is turned down by disaster-affected
countries with strong breastfeed-
ing policies.

“AHA Center tells the donating
country that the affected country
doesn’t need this. What is good
about this is that the member states
do not lose face,” said Amel Capili,
AHA Center’s chief of operations.

In normal situations, exclusive-
ly breastfed infants are 11 times
less likely to die from diarrhea
and 15 times less likely to die from
pneumonia—the two leading kill-
ers of children under 5, research-
ers say.

Many women do not realize
that if they switch to formula and
breastfeed less, their bodies will
decrease milk production, said
Foote of Unicef.

“If she stops [breastfeeding] to
give her baby donated formula,
then she may not have milk
when the donations stop, or not
enough money to continue for-
mula,” she said.

“There are lots of reasons why
it’s good to support mothers to
keep breastfeeding and make that
common knowledge before an
emergency happens to prevent
malnutrition in the first place.”

Tough-Talking Mayor Surges Ahead in Philippine Election Poll

REUTERS

MANILA - A tough-talking mayor in
the southern Philippines who has
vowed to end corruption and
crime has topped the latest opin-
ion poll and become the new front-
runner in the presidential cam-
paign ahead of elections in May.

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, 71,
the only candidate for president
from the southern island of Min-
danao, has seen a steady rise in
support after polling badly early
in the campaign. His tough stand
on crime has begun to resonate
with many Filipinos.

In the latest opinion poll, for-
mer favorite Senator Grace Poe
dropped to second.

The May 9 general elections
will be closely watched by in-
vestors, who fear the political suc-
cession in one of Asia’s fastest
growing economies could derail
gains made during President
Benigno Aquino’s six-year single
term.

The Social Weather Station
opinion poll released yesterday
found that Duterte was the top
choice for 27 percent of 1,500 re-
spondents in the March 30 to Ap-

ril 2 survey.

“The SWS survey validated Du-
terte’s numbers are rising steadi-
ly as evidenced by large crowds
attending his political rallies,” said
Ramon Casiple, executive direc-
tor of the Institute of Political and
Electoral Reforms.

“But, elections are still about a
month away, so you cannot count
the other candidates out. It will be
a tight race until the end. It’s still
anything goes.”

In the previous SWS opinion
poll in early March, Duterte had
21 percent while Poe had 27 per-
cent in that period. She slid down
to second place with 23 percent in
the latest poll.

Vice President Jejomar Binay
remained in third with 20 percent,
former Interior Minister Manuel
Roxas, who is the president’s hand-
picked successor, was fourth with
18 percent and Senator Miriam Sa-
tiago had 3 percent.

“We are grateful that the sur-
veys are now reflecting what we
have been witnessing and experi-
encing on the ground,” Peter Tiu
Lavina, Duterte’s spokesman, said
in a statement.

In the vice presidential contest,
the only son and namesake of the
late dictator Ferdinand Marcos has
taken a lead with 26 percent after
Senator Francis Escudero, who led
opinion polls since 2015, dropped
seven points to 21 percent.

In power since 2010, Aquino is
barred by the constitution from
seeking a second term. Under his
leadership, the Philippines has

seen economic growth of more
than 6 percent on average, its best
five-year record in four decades.

About 54 million of the popula-
tion of 100 million are eligible to
vote to choose a president, vice
president and more than 18,000
local government executives and
lawmakers in the general elec-
tions, which take place every six
years.

Reuters
A boy and an elephant splash each other with water during the
celebration of the Songkran water festival in Thailand's Ayutthaya
province north of Bangkok yesterday.
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REUTERS

HIROSHIMA, Japan - John Kerry yes-
terday became the first U.S. sec-
retary of state to pay his respects
at Hiroshima, Japan’s memorial to
victims of the 1945 U.S. nuclear
attack, raising speculation that
U.S. President Barack Obama
might make his own visit in May.

Following the visit by Kerry and
his counterparts from the Group
of Seven advanced economies, the
ministers issued a statement reaf-
firming their commitment to build-
ing a world without nuclear arms,
but said the push had been made
more complex by North Korea’s
repeated provocations and by the
worsening security in Syria and
Ukraine.

Kerry toured the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park and Mu-
seum, whose haunting displays
include photographs of badly
burned victims, the tattered and
stained clothes they wore and
statues depicting them with flesh
melting from their limbs.

The ministers from Britain, Can-
ada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan
and the USS. then laid white wreaths
at a cenotaph to the victims of the
August 6, 1945, bombing by the
U.S., which reduced the city to
ashes and killed some 140,000 peo-
ple by the end of that year.

While he is not the highest-
ranking U.S. official to have toured
the museum and memorial park, a
distinction that belongs to then-

REGIONAL

Kerry Joins Other G-7 Foreign Mlmsters at Hiroshima Museum

U.S. Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives Nancy Pelosi in 2008,
Kerry is the most senior executive
branch official to visit.

“Everyone in the world should
see and feel the power of this mem-
orial. It is a stark, harsh, compelling
reminder not only of our obligation
to end the threat of nuclear weap-
ons, but to rededicate all our effort
to avoid war itself,” the chief U.S.
diplomat wrote in a guest book.

After a moment of silence by the
ministers, Japanese school chil-
dren, who had lined the entrance
waving flags of all the G-7 nations,

Kyodo
US Secretary of State John Kerry, center, prepares to lay a wreath at
the cenotaph with other fellow G-7 foreiin ministers at Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park and Museum in Hiroshima, Japan, yesterday.

presented them with leis made of
paper cranes, symbolizing peace,
in each country’s national colors.

At Kerry’s suggestion, the minis-
ters also made an impromptu visit
to the Atomic Bomb Dome, the
skeletal remains of the only struc-
ture left standing near the hypo-
center of the bomb explosion and
now a Unesco World Heritage Site.

Three days after a U.S. war-
plane dropped a nuclear bomb on
Hiroshima, another atomic bomb
was dropped on Nagasaki on Au-
gust 9, 1945. Japan surrendered
six days later.

Kerry’s trip could pave the way
for an unprecedented visit to Hi-
roshima by a sitting U.S. presi-
dent when Obama attends the an-
nual G-7 leaders summit in anoth-
er Japanese city next month.

A visit could be controversial in
the U.S. if it were viewed as an
apology. A majority of U.S. citizens
still view the bombings as justified
to end the war and save U.S. lives,
while the vast majority of Japanese
believe it was not justified.

While saying the White House
has not yet decided, a senior U.S.
official on Sunday said Obama,
who last month visited Cuba, has
shown he is willing to do controver-
sial things such as visiting Havana.

Hopes for Obama’s visit to Hiro-
shima were raised after his April
2009 speech in Prague calling for a
world without nuclear weapons.
He later said that he would be
honored to visit the two nuclear-
attacked cities.

The G-7 foreign ministers’ trip to
the museum and memorial is part
of Japan’s effort to send a strong
nuclear disarmament message
from Hiroshima, the world’s first
city to suffer an atomic bombing.

“I think this first-ever visit by
7 foreign ministers to the peace
memorial park is a historic first
step towards reviving momentum
toward a world without nuclear
weapons,” Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Fumio Kishida said in a
statement.

Taiwan Accuses China of Kidnapping 8 of Its Nationals in Kenya

REUTERS

TAIPEI - Taiwan yesterday accused
China, which regards the selfruled
island as a breakaway province, of
kidnapping eight of its nationals
who it said had been acquitted in a
cybercrime case in Kenya.

Kenya’s attorney-general said in
January it was considering a re-
quest from Beijing to extradite 76
Chinese charged with cybercrime
in Kenya for trial in their homeland.

But Taiwan said some of these
people were actually from Taiwan
and that a total of 23 of its people
had been acquitted last Tuesday
by a Kenyan court and given 21
days to leave.

Yet China pressured Kenyan
police to put eight of the Taiwan-
ese nationals on to a Chinese jet
bound for China on Friday, Tai-
wan’s Foreign Ministry said. It
did not say how they were taken.

“This is an uncivilized act of ille-
gal kidnapping and a serious vio-
lation of basic human rights,” the
ministry said in a statement, add-

ing that it was demanding the im-
mediate return of the eight.
Taiwan’s ruling Democratic Pro-
gressive Party, which distrusts Chi-
na, also weighed in on the issue, de-
manding China “repatriate our peo-
ple and guarantee their legal rights.”
China views Taiwan as a way-
ward province to be brought un-
der Beijing’s control by force if
necessary. Defeated Nationalist
forces fled to the island in 1949 af
ter a civil war with the Commu-
nists now in control in Beijing.
Only 22 countries recognize Tai-
wan, with most having diplomatic
relations with Beijing and recogniz
ing its “One China” policy.
Taiwan had sent officials from
its representative office in South
Africa to Kenya to try to deal with
the case as it has no office in Ken-
ya, the Foreign Ministry added.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said he need-
ed to “further understand” the situ-
ation when asked about it during a
regular news briefing yesterday.

“But in principle, countries which
follow the ‘One China’ principle are
worthy of approval,” he added.

China’s Taiwan Affairs Office,
which oversees relations with Tai-
wan, said in a short statement that it
was trying to find out what had hap-
pened. China’s Ministry of Public
Security did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Kenyan government officials
were not immediately available
for comment.

Last month, China resumed ties
with former Taiwan ally Gambia.
China and Taiwan had for years
tried to poach each other’s allies,
often dangling generous aid pack-
ages in front of leaders of develop-
ing nations.

—Regional Brief —
US Officer Charged With Spying, Possibly for China

WASHINGTON - A U.S. Navy officer with access to sensitive U.S. intelligence
faces espionage charges over accusations he passed state secrets, possibly
to China and Taiwan, a U.S. official said on Sunday. The official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, identified the suspect as Lieutenant Commander
Edward Lin, who was born in Taiwan and later became a naturalized U.S.
citizen, according a Navy profile article written about him in 2008. A redact:
ed Navy charge sheet said the suspect had been assigned to the headquar-
ters for the Navy’s Patrol and Reconnaissance Group, which oversees intel
ligence collection activities. It accused him twice of communicating secret
information and three times of attempting to do so to a representative of a
foreign government “with intent or reason to believe it would be used to the
advantage of a foreign nation.” The document did not identify what foreign
country or countries were involved. The USS. official said both China and
Taiwan were possible but stressed the investigation was ongoing. (Reuters)
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REUTERS

SEOUL - Two senior North Korean
officials, including an army colo-
nel specializing in espionage
against the South, defected to
South Korea last year, the Seoul
government said yesterday.

News of the defections fol-
lowed Friday’s announcement by
Seoul that 13 workers at a restau-
rant run by the North in an undis-
closed third country had defected
as a group, arriving in the South a
day earlier.

Yesterday, the South’s Unifica-
tion and Defense Ministries said
a North Korean army colonel de-
fected last year and had been
granted political asylum. He had
worked in the secretive General
Reconnaissance Bureau, which is

REGIONAL

S Korea Reveals Defection Last Year of 2 N Korean Officials

focused on espionage activities
against the South.

The Unification Ministry, which
handles North Korea issues, also
said that a senior diplomat who
was posted in an African country
had defected to the South last year
with his family.

The disclosures confirmed ear-
lier reports in the South Korean
media. The South Korean gov-
ernment’s public acknowledge-
ment of defections is unusual.

The main liberal opposition
Minjoo Party yesterday accused
the government of conservative
President Park Geun-hye of try-
ing to influence conservative vot-
er turnout ahead of Wednesday’s
parliamentary elections by an-
nouncing the defection of the res-

taurant workers last week.

Both ministries denied sugges-
tions that yesterday’s revelations
were made for domestic political
reasons and said disclosing the
defections was in the public interest.

About 29,000 people had fled
North Korea and arrived in the
South as of March, including 1,276
last year, with numbers declining
since a 2009 peak.

Earlier yesterday, South Korea’s
Yonhap news agency said the
North Korean colonel specialized
in antiSouth espionage operations
before defecting and had divulged
the nature of his work to South Ko-
rean authorities while in the North.

South Korean officials declined
to comment on that or give fur-
ther details.

The defection of a high-ranking
officer in the General Reconnais-
sance Bureau would be a coup
for Seoul.

The North set up the bureau in
2009, consolidating several intelli-
gence agencies to streamline op-
erations aimed at the South.

Its head, General Kim Yong
Chol, is accused by the South of
being behind the 2010 torpedo at-
tack against the South that sunk a
navy ship and Kkilled 46 sailors.
"The North denies any responsibil-
ity for the sinking.

The bureau is also known to op-
erate an elite team of computer
specialists working to infiltrate the
networks of the South and other
countries and to conduct cyber
attacks against key institutions.

Ships...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

country that cloaks itself in secrecy.

A flotilla of the ghost boats—at
least 14 of them, carrying more
than 30 decomposing corpses—
has washed ashore since late last
year along a 1,600 km stretch of
the west coast, leaving Japanese
investigators puzzled. Who were
these people? What happened to
them?

The boats bore unmistakable
signs of North Korean origin.
Their hulls were emblazoned with
painted numbers and Korean
script; one was marked “State Se-
curity Department,” and another
“Korean People’s Army.” A tat-
tered North Korean flag flew from
one of the boats, the newspaper
Asahi Shimbun reported. A back-
pack, found on another, had a pin
bearing the portrait of North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong II, who died
in 2011.

All of those on board appeared
to be male, though some were so
badly decomposed investigators
couldn’t be certain. All wore civil-
ian clothing. Autopsies found that
they had been dead for about two
months, but the cause of death
was elusive.

Perhaps they were defectors,
analysts surmised—although
scores of have attempted to flee
the country in recent years, few
have dared to cross the freezing,
storm-tossed sea. Most travel
overland into northeastern China.

Then, a new theory surfaced.

Satoru Miyamoto, a North Ko-
rea expert at Seigakuin University
near Tokyo, said that the men on
board were probably fishermen.

By studying photographs of the
boats and the vessels’ numbers,
he deduced they probably be-
longed to the North Korean mili-
tary’s commercial branch.

The basis for those conclusions
might be found in a series of
undated photographs released in
November of dictator Kim Jong
Un touring a military fishery base,
grinning and examining blocks of
frozen fish.

Workers, Kim said, should “re-
alize their lifetime desire by catch-
ing more fish for the serviceper-
sons and civilians,” according to
the official Korean Central News
Agency.

“So the military has been send-
ing soldiers out onto the sea to
fish,” Miyamoto said. “But the sol-
diers don’t have any training, so
they sometimes get lost at sea.”

The crews may have run into
extreme weather, a typhoon per-
haps. Boats may have flipped and
righted themselves again. Those
aboard probably drowned, starved
or succumbed to hypothermia.

A search of the boat Kakutani
helped bring to shore in No-
vember revealed what must have
been a wretched existence for
those on board.

There were so few things in
there, said Kiyohito Tani, 52, a
coast guard group leader who
conducted the search.

There was a frying pan and a
cabin strewn with fishing hooks
and small lights, suggesting the
crew intended to catch squid, he
said. There were three bodies
below deck, all decomposed.

“It smelled like them,” he said.
“It's something very difficult to
describe.”

Six more bodies were found in

one of the other two boats that
were found that day, one of the
vessels with only its hull protrud-
ing from the water.

Kakutani was more mystified
than alarmed by the ghost ships;
the fishing town has long been
awash in macabre discoveries.

“This isn’t something new for

find a picture of the cigarette pack,
but returned empty-handed. “A
body was just found in a river near
here,” he said, shrugging. “Eve-
rybody’s busy checking it out. So I
can’tlook into this right now.”
Coast guard officials said that
disposing of the boats had been a
bureaucratic hassle. The three

“They’re being held no differently than the other ashes.
In death, we treat everyone the same.”

—MONK

us, so people are just saying ‘oh
no, not again,” Kakutani said.

Kakutani said that responding
to suicides on nearby Yaseno—
five or six each year—had hard-
ened him.

“We have a rumor of a ghostly
figure of a lady appearing at the
pier,” he said. “But that’s been a
rumor since way before the North
Korean ships began arriving. So
probably, she’s just one of those
people who jumped to death from
the cliff.”

And the arrivals have continued.
In January, fishermen in Niigata
found a small boat—apparently
from North Korea—ypartially sub-
merged about 13 km from the
city’s coastline. It remains in the
city’s port awaiting demolition,
with all of its contents: fishing nets,
aman’s jacket, a rusty old motor.

Kazushi Nishikata, 37, a spokes-
man at the Niigata coast guard,
said investigators found a pack of
cigarettes bearing Korean script
on board.

“I remember it was whitish-
colored,” he said in an interview at
his office. He then left the room to

boats discovered off Monzen float-
ed unattended for months before
they were dismantled, destroyed
and incinerated in February. Wa-
jima, the municipality that over-
sees the town of Monzen, couldn’t
afford their disposal, leaving the
local environmental ministry to
cover most of the $13,500 bill.

A Wajima government spokes-
person, reached by phone, said
those aboard, presumed to be
North Koreans, were cremated
and their ashes sent to the Soujiji
temple, a placid Zen Buddhist
compound on the city’s outskirts.
A monk at the temple confirmed
that the ashes were there, but de-
clined to say more—commenting
on the situation, he said, could
invite reprisals.

Between 1977 and 1983, North
Korean agents abducted at least 17
Japanese citizens—including sev-
eral who lived nearby.

Some locals, he said, still seek
retribution.

“They’re being held no differ-
ently than the other ashes,” the
monk said. “In death, we treat
everyone the same.”
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Fragile Truce Starts in Yemen;
Reports of Continued Fighting

REUTERS

ADEN, Yemen - A shaky truce took
hold in Yemen yesterday under a
U.N.-backed effort to end a war
that has made the country a front
in Saudi Arabia’s region-wide rival-
ry with Iran and caused one of the
world’s worst humanitarian crises.

The war-damaged capital Sanaa
spent a quiet night, witnesses said,
but residents said fighting flared in
the southwestern city of Taiz soon
after the planned start of the ces-
sation of hostilities.

The government, backed by a
Saudi-led Arab coalition, and its
Iranian-allied Houthi adversaries
blamed each other for the violence
in Taiz, a city that has been hit
hard by the war.

The government accused Hou-
this of using heavy artillery within
moments of the start of the truce,
while the Houthis said coalition
warplanes staged three strikes on
the city.

“People are no longer able to
live because of the war that de-
stroyed everything,” said Shawqi
Abdullah, a 30-year-old taxi driver
in Sanaa, which lies in the north of

the country. “We had a calm night
with no planes flying or fear of
bombs. And we hope the calm will
continue and the war ends.”

The main southern port city of
Aden, where coalition fighters ex-
pelled Houthi forces in July, was
also quiet.

The halt in fighting precedes
peace talks set to begin on April 18
in Kuwait under U.N. auspices be-
tween the government and the
Houthis foes aimed at ending a
conflict that has killed more than
6,200 people and displaced mil-
lions. The coalition began a mili-
tary campaign in March last year
with the aim of preventing Houthi
rebels and forces loyal to Yemen’s
ex-President Ali Abdullah Saleh
from taking control of the country.

The Houthis, who seized the
capital Sanaa in September 2014
and now control tracts of Yemen
with the help of forces loyal to Sal-
eh, say they are part of a revolution
against corruption.

Saudi Arabia and allied Sunni
Muslim states fear that the Hou-
this, who belong to a Shiite sect,
will spread the influence of Iran.

Hit by Panama Row, UK’s PM
To Push Tax Evasion Penalty

REUTERS

LONDON - British Prime Minister
David Cameron was yesterday set
to announce new legislation mak-
ing companies criminally liable if
their employees aided tax evasion,
with the law to be introduced this
year as he seeks to repair the dam-
age from a week of questions
about his personal finances.

Cameron published tax records
on Sunday to try and defuse criti-
cism over his handling of the fall-
out from the Panama Papers, in
which his late father was men-
tioned for setting up an offshore
fund.

After four carefully worded
statements in four days, Cameron
bowed to pressure and admitted
that he had benefitted from selling
his share in his father’s fund in
2010.

He recognized on Saturday that
he had mishandled the disclosure.

Cameron is leading efforts to
persuade British voters to stay in
the E.U. in a June 23 referendum
that the polls suggest will be tight,
and the tax row has raised con-
cerns among the “in” camp that

their cause may have been dam-
aged in the past week.

The prime minister was to at-
tempt to regain the upper hand
when he appeared in the House of
Commons yesterday.

“This government has done
more than any other to take action
against corruption in all its forms,
but we will go further,” Cameron
was to say, according to advance
excerpts of his statement circulat-
ed by his Downing Street office.
“That is why we will legislate this
year to hold companies who fail to
stop their employees facilitating
tax evasion criminally liable.”

The plan had already been an-
nounced by Finance Minister
George Oshorne in March of last
year, but previously the commit-
ment was to introduce the legisla-
tion by 2020, Downing Street said.

The decision to speed up that
particular measure is unlikely to
satisfy Cameron’s many critics in
opposition parties and in some
campaign groups that say Britain
already has the tools it needs to
crack down on tax evasion but
lacks the will.

Reuters
A man injured in a fire at Puttingal Devi temple ties a bandage around
the head of another injured man in Kollam, India, yesterday.

Five Detained After Indian Temple Fire Kills 108
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, India - Indian police have detained five people
after a fireworks display at a Hindu temple set off explosions and fire
killing 108 people, an officer said yesterday, in one of the worst acci-
dents at a religious festival. Thousands of people were gathered at the
temple in Kollam in the southern state of Kerala on Sunday for the py-
rotechnic show to mark the start of the Hindu year when sparks ig-
nited a cache of fireworks stored inside the temple grounds. The dis-
trict administration said it had not given permission for the fireworks
display following complaints of noise and pollution. Police officer
Anantha Krishnan said the five taken into custody were employees of
afireworks manufacturer that was given the contract for running the
show at the Puttingal Devi temple. The head of the manufacturing
unit was injured, one of 380 people who were in hospitals across the
state with burns as well as injuries caused by flying concrete and de-
bris. (Reuters)

. KHMER SOLAR <> KAMWORKS

PUTTING THE SUN TO WORK FORYOU Sustainable Solar Solutions

Cut your
electricity bills!

Kamworks and Khmer Solar, two of
Cambodia’s leading solar energy businesses,
have joined forces to supply
solar energy rooftop grid-tie systems

Invest in a solar energy roof system and
earn back the cost in just four years -
then enjoy free electricity
Limited availability - register now!

Call 012787 856 / 077 527 949 or email
info@energyroofcambodia.com

www.energyroofcambodia.com
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CAMBODIA LAW SERVICES

SIS Phnom Penh, 06 March 2016

Right to Present Defense Witnesses Has Been Fiercely Violated in the U.S. Court
After Defendant was Kidnapped from Cambodia

Dear Editor,

I am writing this article to express my concern and to keep the public informed that right to
present witnesses of my client, Mr. Ronald Gerard Boyajian (alias John) have been abused by the U.S.
District Court, Central District of California presided by Hon. Christina A. Snyder.

1 am a lawyer representing Mr. Boyajian in pending Cambodian criminal court proceedings
against U.S. and Cambodian officials. Mr. Boyajian is an American citizen and 10 years Cambodia
resident whom the U.S. kidnapped in August 2009 and is now being tried by the Los Angeles federal
court for the absolutely identical crime of alleged sex with a minor in Cambodia where all witnesses
and evidence are located.

On February 26, 2016 Judge Snyder denied permission to testify for seven Cambodian
witnesses who had already travelled to Los Angeles. Five days later, on 2nd March 2016 Judge Snyder
denied permission for the jury to receive testimony from additional Cambodian witnesses still in
Cambodia who could not travel but were available to testify over video (Skype). Judge Snyder also
denied permission for the defense to present many other witnesses who are US citizens. Judge Snyder
closed the case by denying all witnesses submitted by Mr. Boyajian. Such denial of witnesses of Mr.
Boyajian has substantially affected his right to present facts to the jury as well as his right to fair trial.
There were three stages that the U.S. Court and officials effectively barred defense witnesses: (1). US
Department of State Visa Officials rejected these witnesses from entering the U.S_, and (2). Judge
Snyder denied the hearings of these witnesses who were already in Los Angeles to tesufy before the
jury in the U.S. Court. and (3) Judge Snyder rejected video testimony of witnesses remaining in
Cambodia as well as in person testimony from domestic witnesses in the United States.

This case (Case No. CR 09-933(A)-CAS) is a U.S. case under Common Law System and tried
by juries. Each party has power to conduct investigation and presents witnesses and evidence. During
the course of trial proceedings, Judge Snyder has allowed the U.S. Attommey to present all witnesses
and evidence against Mr. Boyajian but she denied all witnesses testifying for Mr. Boyajian. This
practice eventually established double treatment between the U.S. Attorney and the defendant.
Moreover, it is worst when it occurred in the U.S. court where the public generally recognized and
acknowledged the credibility and fairness of the U_S. Court system. However, Judge Snyder has tried
to block all means of Mr. Boyajian in defending his case against the U.S. Attorney. Thus, she
downgraded the reputation of the U.S. Court as human rights guarantor to be human rights violator.

This message is calling for public attention and publicly informing both the Royal Government
of Cambodia (RGC) and the U.S. Government to reconsider and review their actions in Boyajian case
in order to follow the law of both countries and international human rights law properly. It is widely
accepted that there are more productive and efficient for local court to conduct judicial proceedings in
its territorial jurisdiction than foreign court. In recent years, the U.S. Supreme Court has forbidden_¢,.a-

federal courts to receive cases that involve Americans, when the involved incidents originate in foreign
countries. The US Supreme Court explained that the trial at local state is more practical as matter of
witnesses and evidence existing located at that country. The most recent in this line of cases is OBB
Personenverkehr AG v. Sachs, 136 S. Ct. 390.

Moreover, on 1 July 2015, the decision of the England and Wales High Court Case No:
CO/1976/2015 between the Government of the the United States of America and Roger Alan Giese
concluded that “The DJ was correct to conclude that there is a real risk that Mr. Giese would, if
extradited, be made subject to a civil commitment order. The DJ was also correct to conclude that, if
he was, that would be a flagrant denial of his article 5 rights. Accordingly, the DJ was correct in
concluding that the extradition of Mr. Giese would be inconsistent with his Convention rights, so that,
in accordance with Section 87(2) of the EA, he must be discharged.” [ see para.68]. Therefore, based
on such circumstances, Mr. Boyajian should not be handed over to the U.S. for the same ground. (=i

For the sake of justice, RGC should consider all means before conducting extradition or
expulsion any person from Cambodia and it must be done in accordance with the law of Cambodia in

Tel: 023 999 955, Mobile: 012 717 999; E-mail: info@ metheavy.com of law@metheavy.com; www.metheavy.com
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Buy, Sell, Trade, Jobs, Education, Events, Services ...

www.graphicroots.net

www.travellersmedicalclinic.com

mwdudifiiman

(A

three corner

Where Quality meets Freshness
*  Fluidized-bed (hot air) Coffee Roaster
* Grade 1 Arabica & Robusta coffee
beans from Cambodia, Laos, and
Vietnam
* Barista Training and Espresso
Machine Maintenance

Three Corner Coffee Roaster
#15A, Street 160, Sangkat Toeuk Laak II,
Khan Toul Kork Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
Contact: Phnom Penh (855) 078 800 213

| Siem Reap (855) 078 800 214
Email: sales@threecornercoffee.com |
rithy@threecornercoffee.com

GENERATOR 135 KVA
Hour Run: 115 Hours

Accepting best offers
Tel: 011 68 99 17

HAVING BUDGET CONCERNS?
Fabulous Prices! @ LOTUS
Villa Serviced Apt; & Office

Located@Central City, 24hrs
Security. Fully Serviced,
furnished, free internet service
No 5, St 81. Ph: 012 805 633
Em: Ivoem@online.com.kh

www.lotusvilla-apartments.com
2 RESTAURANTS FOR SALE

On Riverside / Sisowath Quay
Tel: 012 599 968 Eng-Khmer

Services

CAMBODIA
BAYONAIRLINES
BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW ON:
Tel: 023 231 555
Email: cs-kh@bayonairlines.com

www.bayonairlines.com

sFNTRRIgH NRI0E
INTERNATIONAL DENTAL CLINIC
Healthy Senile, Heallhy Life

TOTAL DENTAL CARE SINCE 1997
Implant
Orthodontics
Cosmetic Veneers
Crowns & Bridges (CAD/CAM)
Children Dentistry
Periodontic (GBR - GTR)
Dentists, Oversea Trained :
Denmark, Australia,
Japan, Germany
In House Dental Laboratory
Phnom Penh: #193, St. 208
Tel: 023 212 909
012 665 533 (Emergency)
info@imiclinic.com
Siem Reap: #545,
National Road 6A
Tel: 063 76 76 18
H/P: 099 395 682
idc@imiclinic.com
www.imiclinic.com

ROOMCHANG.
DENTAL HOSPITAL

u§nngjsganjy ioi
SINCE 1996
CAMBODIA’S MOST ADVANCED
Dental Hospital
ISO certified
www.roomchang.com
contact@roomchang.com
Main Hospital: #4, St. 184,
Phsar Thmey 3, Phnom Penh
Tel: 023 211 338 / Mob: 011 811 338
Rose Condo Branch: #10, Block 252,
Bassac Garden City, Chamkamorn,
Tel: 023 723 338 / Mob: 070 811 338

g,
Pyromid 4R TRANSLATION

Phnom Penh Center, North Building
Ground Floor, Office 011,

Preah Sihanouk L

Sothearos Blvds., Tonle Bassac,
Phnom Penh - PO Box: 981

Tel.: 023 217 545/ 023 987 792
Mob.: 078 863 545

023 217 542
info@pyramidtranslate.com

Fax:

www.pyramidtranslate.com

-
A0 first class
TOP QUALITY TRANSLATION
and Visa Case Consultation
Highly Recommended
Locally & Internationally
#12 Street 222, Phnom Penh
Tel: 023 214 142 / 012 925 789
fcinfo@firstclass.com.kh
www.firstclass.com.kh

% fisnssAngA; Misini
LV 23 American Dental Clinic

AMERICAN STANDARD WORK
American Licensed Dentist
Frank W. Cho, DDS
American trained implant
Dentist, Mak Makara, DDS
Most of materials from USA
#59, St. 566, Tuol kok, PP
023 884 234, 092 622 402
adc.cam@gmail.com
www.adcpp.com

Cmix5S

Cleaning Solution

Pest Control Solution
Bedbugs / Insects Killing
Termite Management
Repair and Maintenance
Equipment & Supplies
012978296 / 0977979196

© & & & & o &

Q .

. 'Il ROTARY CLUB
wime  PHNOM PENH
Roluwl.h:lh

ul Pharms Pei
[

MEETS EVERY WEEK
Kanji Restaurant
1st Floor Meeting Room
Adjacent to Aimond Hotel,
Sothearos Blvd
Every Friday 12:15 - 1:30
Newcomers Welcome
Call: Peter Gray on 092 658 900
or Jacques Quibel on 089 727 062
for more information
www.rotaryclubpp.org

FREEBIRD BAR & GRILL
Open on Khmer New Year
From 11AM to 9PM
April 12- April 17,2016
#69. St.240, Tel: 017 222 712

RIVERSIDE BISTRO OPEN!

All Of Khmer New Year 8am-12am+
Sunset Blvd 4pm-11pm+
Great Music/Live Band, Pool
Games Drink Specials
And Lovely Service
riverside-bistro.net
sunsetblvdphnompenh.com

Job Wanted

HOUSE KEEPING ( PART-TIME )
Can Speak, read and write good English.
6 years experience with foreigner.
Tel: 092 49 13 53 / 098 84 64 84
Architecture is looking for a job.
Can speak Chinese and English.
Can design Artwork, Construction
Plans, Landscape-architecture,
Model Design. Tel: 093 81 61 62
A Honest Lady is Looking For a Job
as cook and nanny. Can cook all kinds
of western food and can making
a nice coffee. Tel: 010 857 100
WANTED A JOB AS COOK
Can cook western & Asian food.

Many year of experience.
English speaking. 016 71 88 85
EXPERIENCE OF CLEANER
for 10 years. Can speak English a little
Tel: 096 5348 008
MS. HEM SOKHA IS LOOKING FOR
a job as Nanny and cleaner.
Many years of experience
Tel: 077 824 016
LOOKING FOR A JOB AS
Cook, Cleaner, and Nanny
Can cook Western and Asian food.
Many years of experience with foreigner.
Tel: 077 575523

KRISS GUESTHOUSE
Special Promotion
Mon-Thur: Fan Room $5

A/C Room $11
Fri-Sat-Sun: Fan Room $7
A/C Room $12
* Stay 5 night Free 1 night
Call: 015 888 777 / 023 222 155
E: kriss.guesthouse@gmail.com
W: www.krissguesthouse.com
No.34, St.111, Boeng Pralit,
7Makara, Phnom Penh

The CAMBODIA DAILY

Classifieds

Every Tuesday and Thursday $1 per line (4.3cm-wide column, 28 characters
include spaces), $12 - $15 per logo.

Deadline Friday & Tuesday for next issue. Payment in advance. #7 Street 228,

Phnom Penh. Tel: (855-23) 218-127 (information only, not placement)
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REUTERS

LIMA, Peru - Keiko Fujimori, the
daughter of a jailed former presi-
dent, led Peru’s election on Sun-
day but she likely faces a tight
run-off against centrist economist
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski in a vote
between two candidates who would
protect the country’s free-market
economic model.

Fujimori, whose father Alberto
was Peru’s authoritarian leader
throughout the 1990s, fell well
short of the 50 percent needed for
outright victory in the first round of
voting and will likely be vulnerable
in a second-round vote on June 5.

With about 40 percent of votes
counted, Fujimori had 39 percent
support while Kuczynski, a for-
mer World Bank economist, had
24 percent and leftist lawmaker
Veronika Mendoza trailed with
17 percent.

A quick count by pollster Ipsos
also showed Kuczynski securing
second place and heading to the
run-off.

Despite her lead on Sunday, polls
have shown opposition to Fujimori
has grown since the start of the
year and many opposed to her fa-
ther’s divisive rule will likely rally
behind her rival, whether Kuczyn-
ski or Mendoza.

"The son of European immigrants,
Kuczynski is a pro-business econo-
mist and a former finance minister
but is more moderate on some so-
cial issues than Fujimori, 40, and
does not have the baggage asso-
ciated with her last name.

“We don’t want a polarized na-
tion,” he said after dancing in front
of supporters on Sunday night, al-
though he urged calm until offi-
cial results were in. “We've made
progress but not enough. We're

Chad Holds Presidential Election as Deby Vies

REUTERS

N'DJIAMENA, Chad - Chad voted in
a presidential election on Sunday
with incumbent Idriss Deby run-
ning for a fifth term in office, argu-
ing that only his government can
maintain stability in the face of a
threat from Islamist militants.

Boko Haram has staged a series
of attacks in Chad in the past year
as part of a campaign to expand its
Islamist insurgency from bases in
northeastern Nigeria into neigh-
boring countries.

Chad has one of the most capa-
ble armies in the region and Deby
has played a key role in efforts
backed by the West to combat the
group, which is linked to the Islam-

INTERNATIONAL

Peru Election Goes to Run-Off; Fujimori Vulnerable Despite Lead

going to be a progressive govern-
ment socially and economically.”

Fujimori has said she would
drive economic growth forward
at the end of a decadelong min-
ing boom by tapping a rainy day
fund and issuing new debt to
fund badly needed infrastructure.
She has portrayed herself as the
only candidate who would be
tough enough on crime.

Fujimori’s chances in the run-
off will depend largely on wheth-
er she can distance herself from her
father, who was convicted of cor-
ruption and human rights abuses
tied to a crackdown on leftist in-
surgents during his 1990 to 2000
rule.

In a reminder of that bloody
conflict, rebels presumed to be
remnants of the Shining Path am-
bushed soldiers sent to safeguard
ballots on the eve of the election,
leaving at least six dead, authori-
ties said.

Fujimori criticized President OF
lanta Humala, a former military of
ficer who defeated Fujimori dur-
ing her first presidential bid in
2011.

“I'm sorry this government had
allowed not only crime to advance
in the streets but has also permit-
ted Shining Path to keep taking
lives and shedding blood in our
country,” Fujimori said as she cel
ebrated her firstround win.

Financial markets will likely rise
on news of a Fujimori-Kuczynski
run-off. Mendoza’s late surge
before elections led Peru’s curren-
cy, the sol, to weaken 1.5 percent
and the benchmark stock index to
fall 4.39 percent over the past week.

Mendoza, 35, promised leftist
social reforms and said Peru’s
powerful mining industry should

ic State militant group, as well as
other militants linked to alQaida.

“I call on Chadians to vote in
calm and serenity. Our country is
starting from a long way back but
the future looks bright. I ask all
politicians to respect the verdict
of the ballot box,” Deby told jour-
nalists as he voted.

Witnesses said thousands of
voters cast their ballots at polling
stations in the capital in the first
election the central African coun-
try has held using biometric data.

“We came to vote for the presi-
dent to guarantee peace in our
country. Around us in the neigh-
boring countries there are too
many problems,” said civil servant

have less sway. She also proposed
stopping natural gas exports to
favor domestic use.

In an emotional speech on Sun-
day night, Mendoza thanked her
supporters before a crowd in Li-
ma. “This campaign belongs to
the people that want change!”

Mineral Wealth

On track to become the world’s
second-largest copper producer,
Peru has enjoyed nearly two dec-
ades of uninterrupted economic
growth.

Despite its vast natural resources,
it remains largely undeveloped out-
side its main cities, and many voters
say Humala failed to fulfill his prom-
ises of reducing inequality.

Presidents are not allowed to
run for consecutive terms in Peru
and Humala has not endorsed
any candidate.

The campaign was jolted by
the unprecedented barring of two
leading candidates late in the

Fatima Zara.

Polling stations closed at 6 p.m.
and vote counting began, watched
in some places by small crowds.
Results are not expected for two
weeks, according to a timetable set
out by the electoral commission.

The president, who led a rebel
Tion to power in 1990, is the favorite
to defeat 13 challengers including op-
position leader Saleh Kebzabo, who
argues that Chad needs change.

Chad’s constitution allows Deby
to run but he has pledged to rein-
troduce term limits which were
abolished by his government in
2004. Other African leaders have
been trying to abolish term limits
in order to extend their rules, lead-

Reuters
A combination file photo shows Peru's presidential candidates Keiko
Fujimori, left, and Pedro Pablo Kuczynski.

campaign, one for violating mi-
nor electoral procedures and the
other for handing out cash while
campaigning.

Critics said the ejections unfair-
ly favored Fujimori and the head
of the Organization of American
States warned elections would be
“semi-democratic.”

Fujimori has promised not to
use her power if elected to free
her father from prison, but she
believes he will ultimately be ab-
solved by the courts.

Human rights activists remain
wary and protests on April 5—24
years after Alberto Fujimori dis-
solved Congress—drew tens of
thousands of Peruvians.

An Ipsos opinion poll afterward
showed Fujimori would likely
lose to Kucyznski by seven points
if they faced each other in a run-
off. Fujimori’s rejection rates also
jumped, with 51 percent of Peru-
vians saying they would “definite-
ly not” vote for her.

to Extend Rule

ing to violence in Burundi, Burkina
Faso and the Republic of Congo.

Deby’s political advantages af-
ter decades in power include ef-
fective control of state media as
well as the institutions of state and
local administrations.

The economy of the landlocked
country relies largely on oil produc-
tion, and a slump in global prices
has hit government revenue. One
challenge facing the next govern-
ment will be to diversify an econo-
my in which many live in poverty.

“I got up early to come and vote
because we want change,” said
Mathieu Madjitulngar, an unem-
ployed man queuing at a polling
station in a suburb of the capital.
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IMF Supports
Negative Rates

Of Some
Central Banks

REUTERS

WASHINGTON - The International
Monetary Fund said Sunday that
a move to negative rates by some
of the world’s central banks would
help deliver extra monetary stimu-
lus and ease lending conditions.

Six of the world’s central banks
have introduced negative rates,
most notably the Bank of Japan and
the European Central Bank, and
around a quarter of the world econ-
omy by output is now experiencing
official rates that are less than zero.

They have achieved this by cut-
ting deposit rates into negative terri-
tory, ranging from minus 5 basis
points in Hungary to minus 125 ba-
sis points in Sweden—essentially a
“tax” on deposits.

“Although the experience with
negative nominal interest rates is
limited, we tentatively conclude that
overdll, they help deliver additional
monetary stimulus and easier finan-
cial conditions, which support de-
mand and price stability,” the IMF’s
financial counselor and director of
monetary and capital markets, Jose
Vinals, wrote in a research paper.

‘The report was published ahead
of this week’s International Moneta-
ry Fund meetings in Washington.

Negative interest rates were
first adopted in Sweden, Denmark
and Switzerland in a bid to halt cur-
rency appreciation against the eu-
ro and Hungary’s central bank has
also joined the move.

Critics argue that the move to
negative rates, especially in Japan
where the central bank has failed
to ignite growth or shift inflation
upward, are a sign of desperation.
‘What is needed, they say, is addi-
tional government spending instead
of more loose monetary policy.

They charge that the move may
damage the economy by inflating
financial market asset bubbles and
squeezing bank profit margins.

The IMF said that evidence so far
showed negative rates had encour-
aged investors out of low risk gov-
ernment bonds and reduced bor-
rowing costs for companies.

For banks, the picture was mixed,
but it said that in most cases lend-
ing rates had fallen since the in-
troduction of negative rates by cen-
tral banks, despite a squeeze on
net interest margins.

World Bank Trims East Asia Growth Forecasts

REUTERS

SINGAPORE - The World Bank
trimmed its 2016 and 2017 eco-
nomic growth forecasts for devel-
oping East Asia and Pacific, and
said the outlook was clouded by
risks such as uncertainty over Chi-
na’s growth prospects, financial
market volatility and further falls
in commodity prices.

The Washington-based lender
now expects the developing East
Asia and Pacific region, which in-
cludes China, to grow 6.3 percent
in 2016 and 6.2 percent in 2017,
slowing from 6.5 percent growth
in 2015.

Its previous forecast in October
was 6.4 percent growth in 2016
and 6.3 percent in 2017.

The expected slowdown in the
region is mainly due to the contin-
ued moderation of growth in China,
which is likely to see growth slow to
6.7 percent in 2016 and 6.5 percent
in 2017, from 6.9 percent in 2015,
the bank said. The growth fore-
casts for China were unchanged
from October.

“The fundamentally positive
base case for growth and poverty
reduction in the region is subject

to elevated risks,” the World Bank
says in its latest East Asia and
Pacific Economic Update report
released yesterday.

Possible risks include a weaker-
than-expected recovery in high-
income economies, a faster-than-
expected slowdown in China, as
well as increases in financial mar-
ket volatility that could cause mon-
etary conditions to tighten and have
adverse effects on the real econo-
my, the bank said.

“In particular, vulnerabilities
created by the interplay between
high levels of indebtedness, price
deflation, and slowing growth in
China bear close monitoring, as
do corporate and financial sector
vulnerabilities across much of the
region.”

A further fall in commodity
prices would have a negative im-
pact on major commodity export-
ers and reduce the space for pub-
lic spending and investment, the
bank added.

Growth in Malaysia was likely
to come in at 4.4 percent in 2016
and 4.5 percent in 2017, down from
5.0 percent in 2015, as weaker de-
mand from China and low com-

modity prices constrain growth
and public spending, the bank
said.

Growth in Thailand is seen at
2.5 percent in 2016 and 2.6 per-
centin 2017, down from 2.8 percent
in 2015, with weaker external de-
mand and policy uncertainty like-
ly to weigh on private investment.

Indonesia is likely to see growth
accelerate to 5.1 percent in 2016
and 5.3 percent in 2017, from 4.8
percent in 2015, despite low com-
modity prices and headwinds to
external demand.

“However, this outlook is con-
tingent on the implementation of
an ambitious public investment
program, and the success of re-
cent reforms to reduce red tape
and uncertainty for private inves-
tors,” the bank said, regarding
Indonesia.

Growth is expected to firm in
the Philippines to 6.4 percent in
2016 from 5.8 percent in 2015, on
the back of accelerated imple-
mentation of the existing pipeline
of public-private partnership pro-
jects, and spending related to the
upcoming presidential election,
the bank said.

Moody’s Says Rate Cuts to Hit Thai Banks’ Profits

REUTERS

BANGKOK - A rate cut by Thailand’s
major banks is “credit negative” be-
cause it will squeeze net interest
margins while funding costs are un-
likely to change over the nexttwo to
three quarters, Moody’s Investors
Service analysts said yesterday.

The negative effect on margins
would be more pronounced for
banks such as Standard Chart-
ered Bank (Thai) Pcl., Bangkok
Bank and CIMB Thai Bank Pcl.
because of their lower risk adjust-
ed NIMs, Moody’s analysts said.

Thailand’s four biggest lenders
cut their minimum lending rates
last week saying it would help the
flagging economy.

The coordinated cuts were sur-
prising because the central bank
had not reduced policy rates since
May, Moody’s said.

“We do not expect the lending
rate cut to materially improve cred-
it demand in the system. We ex-
pect economic growth to remain
subdued given that an uncertain
political environment and high
household leverage have nega-
tively affected domestic demand
and consumer sentiment,” it said.

‘The Thai banking index has fall
en 7 percent in the past month,
making it the worst performer on
the Thai market.

Moody’s said it expected Thai-
land to post real GDP growth of
about 2.5 percent in 2016, down
from 2.8 percent in 2015, as the
economy shrinks in the wake of
paralyzing anti-government pro-
tests in 2014 that were followed

by a military coup.

Banking sector credit growth
also slowed to about 4.3 percent in
2015, compared with an average
of 11 percent from 2010 to 2014.

Given that most loans in Thai-
land are floating-rate, the rate cut
would immediately ease the bur-
den on borrowers, particularly
highly leveraged small and mid-
size businesses, Moody’s said.

Reuters

A Buddhist monk walks outside a bank in Bangkok last month.
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The U.K.’s Daily Mail has
emerged as a suitor for Yahoo
Inc’s assets, joining a wide group
of interested companies that in-
cludes telecom giant Verizon Com-
munications Inc. as an April 18
deadline for preliminary offers
nears, according to people famil-
iar with the matter.

The parent company of the
Daily Mail, the British newspaper
and global tabloid website, is in
talks with several private-equity
firms to launch a bid for Yahoo, the
sources said. Daily Mail & General
Trust Plc., whose main interest is
Yahoo's news and media proper-
ties, is just one of some 40 players
that have expressed interest in the
‘Web portal.

Yahoo has held meetings with
Verizon, IAC/InterActiveCorp.
and CBS Corp., one of the people
said. The Mail hasn’t yet met with
Yahoo executives. Verizon, which
owns AOL and is looking to beef
up its digital media and advertising
businesses further, is considered a
frontrunner for Yahoo, according
to many executives and analysts
following the sale process.

)
a
L5

Business

UK’s Daily Mail Explores Bid for Yahoo Backed by Private Equity

Reuters

The Yahoo campus in Sunnyvale, California

A possible bid by the Daily Mail
could take one of two forms, the
people familiar with the matter said.
In one scenario, a private-equity
partner would aim to acquire the
entirety of Yahoo's U.S. operation,
with the Mail taking over the news
and media properties.

Those assets include verticals
such as Yahoo Finance and Ya-
hoo Sports plus Yahoo News and
a video operation whose big star
is Katie Couric. Yahoo has been
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retrenching in those businesses
—in February the company closed
seven digital magazines including
sites dedicated to food, parenting
and health.

In the other scenario, the private-
equity firm would acquire Yahoo
and merge its media and news
properties into a new company
that would include the Mail's Web
properties, DailyMail.com and
Elite Daily, the people said. The
Mail would run that business and
would get a larger equity stake
than under the first scenario.

The Mail has been in talks with
half a dozen private-equity firms
to help finance a bid, including
General Atlantic LLC, one of the
people familiar with the matter
said. A General Atlantic spokes-
woman declined to comment.

Atakeover of Yahoo's news prop-
erties would markedly increase the
Daily Mail’'s presence in the US.,,
where it launched a version of its
website in 2012. Since then, the pub-
lisher’s aggressive mix of news ag-
gregation and celebrity and scan-
dal coverage has made it a top-
ranking news site with 66.7 mil-
lion unique U.S. visitors in Februa-
ry, according to comScore Inc.

Other firms that have expressed
interest in Yahoo include Time Inc.
and private-equity firms TPG and
KKR & Co. Microsoft Corp. has
held discussions with private-equity
firms about helping to finance a
buyout, people familiar with the
process say. Alphabet Inc.’s Goo-
gle reviewed the materials but is
unlikely to move forward with a
bid, a person familiar with the situa-
tion said.

A spokeswoman for Yahoo de-
clined to comment on the sale proc-
ess. Representatives for IAC and
Verizon declined to comment. A
CBS spokesman didn’t respond

to a request for comment.

Last month, Yahoo sent a letter
to possible buyers asking them to
submit proposals for their bids,
including which assets they were
looking to buy and for what price.
Some buyers may only be inter-
ested in Yahoo's core Web busi-
ness, or pieces of it, while others
may want Yahoo's stakes in Aliba-
ba Group Holding Ltd. or Yahoo
Japan.

Potential bidders have been giv-
en a document with more than 80
pages of metrics about the busi-
nesses, one of the people familiar
with the matter said.

Estimating Yahoo's value is dif
ficult because investors ascribe a
large portion of its roughly $34
billion market value to its Asian
holdings. In a March 4 note, Can-
tor Fitzgerald analyst Youssef
Squali estimated Yahoo's core busi-
ness, excluding the Asian assets
and its cash, was worth around
$4.3 hillion.

A buyer of Yahoo's core busi-
ness would inherit a shrinking
operation. The company has said
it expects revenue, after traffic ac-
quisition costs, of around $3.5 bil-
lion this year, a drop of 14 percent
from 2015.

Yahoo said it expected earn-
ings before interest, taxes, depreci-
ation and amortization to drop 21
percent to about $750 million this
year. The company reported a
$4.36 billion annual loss for 2015.

Some executives who attended
meetings with Yahoo expressed
frustration that management, in-
cluding chief executive Marissa
Mayer, declined to answer ques-
tions about the business, such as
the profitability of its search part-
nership with Mozilla Corp., one of
the people familiar with the matter
said. Yahoo said it would answer
more questions in detail after the
first round of preliminary bids was
in, the source said.

Yahoo had initially asked bid-
ders to submit bids by yesterday
but postponed the deadline by a
week, people familiar with the
matter said.

Yahoo is under pressure to get
an auction process moving before
this summer, when its sharehold-
ers are likely to vote on whether
to replace all nine members of its
board of directors with a slate of
directors nominated by activist
investor Starboard Value LP.

The hedge fund began a proxy
battle late last month with a letter
to Yahoo that criticized the board
for taking too long to hold sale
discussions with potential buyers.
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By JAMES KOREN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Politicians and the global elite
exposed in the so-called Panama
Papers aren’t the only ones that
set up shell companies to hide
what they’re up to.

In fact, one classic example of
how such companies are used
comes from Burbank, California’s
own Walt Disney Co.

In the mid-1960s, when the com-
pany was looking to buy tens of
thousands of hectares of land in
Florida for its Disney World resort,
the company made the purchas-
es using several shell firms—with
names such as Latin-American De-
velopment and Management Corp.,

Australia-India

REUTERS
SYDNEY - An Australian-Indian con-
sortium wants to restart gold min-
ing in a district that helped symbo}
ize former British rule in India and
produced some 25 million ounces
over 150 years before being aban-
doned due to low bullion prices.
Mining in the Kolar gold field
in Karnataka state in Southern
India ended in 2001 as gold prices
slumped. But a government ten-
der could lead to mining leases
held by Bharat Gold Mines 1td.

Business

How Disney Used Shell Companies to Start Its Magic Kingdom

Tomahawk Properties and M.T.
Lott Co.

The idea was that if property
owners knew Disney was inter-
ested in their land, they might
hold out for a far higher price,
said David Koenig, the author of
several books about Disney theme
parks, including “Realityland,”
which chronicles the creation of
Disney World.

“There were dozens of land-
holders, and as soon as someone
heard that Disney bought lot one,
they knew the price on lots two
through 50 would go through the
roof,” Koenig said. “It had to ap-
pear as if it were just a coinci-
dence that there were 10 different

companies buying land in the
same area.”

Beyond using shell companies,
Disney took other steps to hide
its identity. For instance, Disney
attorney Bob Foster called him-
self Bob Price when he was scout-
ing for land, according to a story
posted on an official Disney Parks
blog in 2013.

‘What’s more, instead of flying
directly from Florida to Los An-
geles, Foster would stop in St.
Louis, Missouri—resulting in ru-
mors that McDonnell Aircraft,
then based in that city, was the
mystery buyer.

Heather Lowe, legal counsel
for Washington advocacy group

Global Financial Integrity, said
the Disney World example was of-
ten cited as a way that shell com-
panies could be used for legitimate
business purposes.

Still, it’s an argument she doesn’t
accept. By hiding its identity, Lowe
said Disney had withheld informa-
tion from land owners, potentially
giving the company an unfair ad-
vantage in negotiations.

“What you're saying is that one
party should have more informa-
tion in the transaction than the
other—that the buyer should have
more information than the seller,”
she said. “That goes against the
entire concept of an economically
sound transaction.”

Consortium Wants to Restart Historic Gold Mines

sold to the highest bidder and op-
erations resuming.

A restart would come amid re-
surgent gold prices and steps by
India to monetize some of the es-
timated 20,000 tons of gold held
by its citizens and slow imports to
free up capital to strengthen its
economy.

India is one of the world’s largest
importers of gold, but mines only a
pittance on its own. National de-
mand reached 654.3 tons in the
second half of last year, the third

Reuters
Tourists pose for pictures with shop clerks outside a duty free store
at Ginza shopping district in Tokyo last month.

Airport-Style Duty-Free Shops Open Around Japan
TOKYO - Claiming to offer the utmost in convenience to foreign visitors,
“airportstyle duty-free shops” are springing up in popular shopping dis-
tricts across Japan. These stores allow customers to purchase items
without consumption taxes and other duty charges, and pick up the
goods at airports upon departure from the country. Lotte Duty Free, a
South Korean chain, opened a large outlet on March 31 in Tokyo’s
posh Ginza district. Operators of Japanese department store chains are
also rushing to open shops of that category to meet the demand at a
time when visitors to Japan are rising sharply in number. The sellers
have begun using their ingenuity to respond to the changing shopping
needs of visitors to Japan. The sales of duty-free products by depart
ment stores rose 18.7 percent year-on-year in February, according to
Japan Department Stores Association figures. (Asahi Shimbun)

highest year on record, according
to the World Gold Council.
Australian miner Citigold Corp.,
which has been conducting field vis-
its to the Kolar sites since 2006, has
agreed to partner with Indian con-
glomerate Essel Group to tender
for the assets from the government.
“India can be a challenging place
to work and partnering up with a
solid local partner is key to making
this happen,” Citigold executive
chairman Mark Lynch said. “We
made sure we did our homework.”
In the early years, the gold mine
sported a sprawling estate for its
operators, with its own golf course
and tennis courts. British engineers
also constructed the world’s longest
transmission line with the highest
voltage at the time to meet the hy-
dro power needs of the mine.
By the 1920s 24,000 workers
were employed, with Europeans
holding most of the top jobs. The

aloss, though it would be two dec-
ades before operations ceased.

India last year launched a “Gold
Monetization Scheme” to mobilize
gold hoardings. The scheme has
so far collected about three tons of
gold in four months.

India plans to auction at least
three gold mines this year, includ-
ing Kolar, Mines Secretary Balvin-
der Kumar said. Kumar said sev-
eral local and multinational com-
panies had shown interest in the
mines, without naming them.

Lynch said the Bharat project
would require new infrastructure
and mine equipment but that po-
tential existed to get an early leg
up by processing 32 million tons
of mine waste at the site, as well
as open pit and shallow under-
ground extraction.

Gold prices rose by 17 percent
in the first quarter, the best perfor-
mance in almost three decades.

mines were nationalized in 1956— “At today’s prices, this project
nine years after the end of British ~ would be making money,” Lynch
rule—and by 1980 were running at ~ said.
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THE WASHINGTON POST

ince the end of World War
S 11, abroad consensus in sup-

port of global economic in-
tegration as a force for peace and
prosperity has been a pillar of the
international order. From global
trade agreements to the E.U. pro-
ject; from the work of the Bretton
‘Woods institutions to the removal
of pervasive capital controls; from
the vast expansion in foreign di-
rect investment to major increas-
es in the flow of people across bor-
ders, the overall direction has
been clear. Driven by domestic eco-
nomic progress, by technologies
such as containerized shipping
and the internet that promote inte-
gration, and by legislative changes
within countries and international
agreements between countries,
the world has gotten smaller and
more closely connected.

‘This broad program of global
integration has been more suc-
cessful than could reasonably
have been hoped. We have not
had a war between major powers.
Global standards of living have
risen faster than at any point in his-
tory. And material progress has
coincided with even more rapid
progress in combating hunger,
empowering women, promoting
literacy and extending life. Aworld
that will have more smartphones
than adults within a few years is a
world in which more is possible
for more people than ever before.

Yet a revolt against global inte-

OPINION

Awareness of Rigged Game Spurs Revolt Against Globalization

gration is underway in the West.
The four most prominent candi-
dates for president of the U.S.—
Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders,
Donald Trump and Ted Cruz—
all oppose the principal free-trade
initiative of this period: the Trans-
Pacific Partnership. Trump’s pro-
posals to wall off Mexico, abro-
gate trade agreements and perse-
cute Muslims are far more popu-
lar than he is. The Brexit move-
ment in Britain commands sub-
stantial support and could pre-
vail. Whenever any aspect of the
E.U. project is submitted to a pop-
ular referendum, it fails. Under
pressure from a large influx of
refugees, the European commit-
ment to open borders appears to
be crumbling. In large part be-
cause of political constraints, the
growth of the international finan-
cial institutions has not kept pace
with the growth of the global
economy.

One substantial part of what is
behind the resistance is a lack of
knowledge. Everyone who loses
a job because a factory moves
abroad knows it; many who lose
their jobs for local reasons blame
globalization. But no one thanks
international trade for the fact that
their paycheck buys twice as
much in clothes, toys and other
goods as it otherwise would.
Those who succeed as exporters
tend to credit their own prowess,
not international agreements. So
there is certainly a case for our
leaders and business communi-

ties to educate people about the
benefits of global integration. But
at this late date, with the trends
moving the wrong way, it is hard
to be optimistic about such efforts.

"The core oftherevoltagainstglob-
al integration, though, is not igno-
rance. It is a sense—unfortunately
not wholly unwarranted—that it
is a project being carried out by
elites for elites, with little consid-
eration for the interests of ordi-
nary people. They see the global-
ization agenda as being set by
large companies that successfully
play one country against another.
They read the revelations in the
Panama Papers and conclude that
globalization offers a fortunate
few opportunities to avoid taxes
and regulations that are not avail-
able to everyone else. And they
see the kind of disintegration that
accompanies global integration as
local communities suffer when ma-
jor employers lose out to foreign
competitors.

‘What will happen going for-
ward? What should happen?

Elites can continue on the cur-
rent path of pursuing integration
projects and defending existing
integration, hoping to win enough
popular support that their efforts
are notthwarted. On the evidence
of the U.S. presidential campaign
and the Brexit debate, this strate-
gy may have run its course. This
will likely result in a hiatus from
new global integration efforts and
an effort to preserve what is al-
ready in place while relying on

technology and growth in the de-
veloping world to drive any fur-
ther integration. The historical
precedents, notably the period be-
tween World War I and II, are
hardly encouraging about unman-
aged globalization succeeding
with neither a strong underwriter
of the system nor strong global
institutions.

Much more promising is this
idea: The promotion of global inte-
gration can become a bottom-up
rather than a top-down project.
The emphasis can shift from pro-
moting integration to managing
its consequences. This would
mean a shift from international
trade agreements to international
harmonization agreements, where-
by issues such as labor rights and
environmental protection would
be central, while issues related to
empowering foreign producers
would be secondary. It would also
mean devoting as much political
capital to the trillions of dollars
that escape taxation or evade reg-
ulation through cross-border capi-
tal flows as we now devote to trade
agreements.

And it would mean an empha-
sis on the challenges of middle-
class parents everywhere who
doubt, but still hope desperately,
that their kids can have better
lives than they did.

Lawrence Summers is a professor
and past president at Harvard Uni-
versity. He was an economic advis-
erto U.S. President Barack Obama
Sfrom 2009 to 2010.

The Pope, Jesus and Bernie Sanders All Share a Radical Streak

By KATHLEEN PARKER
THE WASHINGTON POST

magine emerging from a
I rocky political week only to

watch your rival announce, as
candidate for U.S. Democratic pres-
idential nominee Bernie Sanders
did, that, oh, by the way, the Vati-
can called.

Actually, it was the Pontifical
Academy of Social Sciences, but
close enough, I suppose.

Hillary Clinton thought bubble:
He’s Jewish for crying out loud.
‘What am I, chopped liver? No, 'm
Methodist! But if I can become a
New Yorker, I can become a Cath-
olic! Some people have all the kis-
met. Or, maybe sometimes peo-
ple just happen to agree that com-
munism isn’t really so bad.

It should surprise no one that
the Pontifical Academy of Social
Sciences—or especially Pope
Francis—might find common
cause with Sanders’ worldview.

Both the Pope and the Bern speak
of helping the disenfranchised
and the poor.

Francis, a pastoral leader who
washes the feet of the homeless
and eschews the elaborate trap-
pings of the corner office, is the
real deal, as in living as Christ did,
spiritually if not physically. Also
like Christ, he’s a radical. Just ask
Sanders.

“People think Bernie Sanders is
radical,” Sanders said Friday on
MSNBC’s “Morning Joe.” “Uh-uh.
Read what the Pope is writing.”

‘What’s radical about this Pope
is that he, like both Sanders and
Jesus, says fresh, untraditional
things that sound an awful lot like
liberal ideas.

‘What he says (and writes) is as-
pirational both in scope and appli-
cation. As Popes often do, Francis
asks us to love one another, which
makes us uncomfortable because
loving others ultimately means

sacrificing our interests to others’.
This comes naturally with our chil-
dren but not so much with strang-
ers, whose behavior probably an-
noys us and, oftentimes, costs us
money.

The core difference between the
two men is that one wants to raise
consciousness about our obliga-
tion to the less fortunate; the other
wants to restructure the U.S.” eco-
nomic institutions to ensure that
money trickles down—mandatorily
rather than charitably.

This is a noble concept. Resis-
tance is less common than it once
was, judging by the popularity of
Sanders’ proposals.

His bid to break up the too-big-
to-fail banks sounds awesome
enough: Let’s stick it to the fat cats
and watch ’em squirm.

To the larger point, the highest
priest urging morality in all hu-
man endeavors, including eco-
nomic policies that fail to ade-

quately address the needs of the
poor, plainly speaks from the
heart.

It’s important for Francis to
speak out as a messenger for the
greater good. It's important, too,
that we be reminded of our moral
obligation to each other. The fact
that more people are doing less
well—and the middle class has
suffered—means there’s work to
do, but it doesn’t necessarily re-
quire radical restructuring. The
striving for greater equality is al-
ways a proper operating principle.

APope s free to ponder the uni-
verse through the pulpit’slens. He
is also free to chat with politicians
who share his worldview.

It isn’t clear whether Sanders
and the Pope will actually meet.
Still, a visit to the Vatican a couple
of days ahead of the New York pri-
mary surely can’t hurt. If Sanders
wins, one might even say it was di-
vine intervention.
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By Anne Appl e BAum
THE WASHINGTON POST

n a vague sort of way, many

people are aware that the

Russian government provides
material and moral support to ex-
tremist political groups in Europe.
German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel has asked her security officials
to look into Russian influence in
German online media. Marine Le
Pen, the leader of France’s far-
right National Front, has taken
loans from a Russian bank to fund
her party, and is asking for more.

But until last week’s Dutch ref
erendum, we hadn’t seen a good
example of how Russian influence
actually works in a Western Euro-
pean election. The referendum,
the first to be held under a new
law, was launched when a pop-
ulist, hoax-loving website gath-
ered more than 300,000 signa-
tures on a petition. Its editors were
searching for an issue—any issue
—and they found one: On Wednes-
day, Dutch citizens were asked to
express their feelings about a Eu-
ropean trade agreement with
Ukraine, the same treaty that
Ukrainians fought for, and died
for, in February 2014.

In retrospect it is extraordinary
that this treaty, designed to facili-
tate trade and cooperation be-
tween Ukraine and Europe, has
caused any controversy at all. It is
a long, technical document, more
than a thousand pages of jargon. It
already went into effect, on Janu-
ary 1. It is not unique or interest-
ing: The E.U. has many such
treaties, with Chile, Jordan and
others. Of those who bothered to
vote, it’s probably safe to say that
few read it. One of the referen-
dum’s initiators told a Ukrainian
journalist of my acquaintance that
he certainly hadn’t read it and
wasn’t going to—but “don’t take it
personally.”

It’s true that the Dutch farleft
and the Dutch farright had other
goals. They used the vote to un-
dermine a center-right, economi-
cally liberal government, and to
galvanize their anti-European
followers. They succeeded: On
Wednesday, 32 percent of the
Dutch population turned out, just
above the percentage needed to
make the referendum legal, and
two-thirds of them voted against
the treaty.

How many of them were moved
by Russian disinformation? It’s
hard to say, though certainly there
has been a lot of it in the Nether-
lands in recent years, and it accel-
erated in recent months. Much of

opinion

The Dutch Just Showed How Russia Influences EU Elections

it served to create extra uncertain-
ty and fears about nonexistent
Ukrainian threats. Many of the
“no” campaign’s themes, head-
lines and even photographs were
lifted directly from Russia Today
and Sputnik, Russia’s state propa-
ganda website. According to a poll

cited by a Ukrainian foreign min-
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istry official, 59 percent of those
who voted against the treaty list-
ed, as an important motivation,
the fact that Ukraine is corrupt; 19
percent believed that Ukraine was
responsible for the crash of a pas-
senger jet, MH-17, that Russian
separatists shot down over Uk-
raine in 2014; 34 percent believed
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that the treaty would guarantee
Ukraine’s membership inthe E.U.
Of those three points, the second
two are certainly false. The first,
while true, is hardly a rational ar-
gument against a treaty designed
to reduce corruption in Ukraine.

Other than that, the campaign
was muddled. Far-left campaign-
ers took Palestinian flags to “no”
rallies. The farright talked about
Muslim immigrants. The Dutch
government, obligated to sub-
sidize electioneering groups,
botched the job and distributed
money, among other things, to a
group that printed Ukrainian na-
tional symbols on toilet paper as
well as to animal rights and nu-
clear activists. Ironically, or per-
haps not, the Dutch far-right used
corrupt methods to fight corrupt
Ukraine, and obtained a good deal
of money under false pretenses.

The Dutch government itself
never joined the campaign. In Am-
sterdam a month before the vote,
I met Dutch officials who seemed
openly afraid of the far-right me-
dia. They didn’t want to be de-
nounced, or mocked in the tab-
loids, or shouted at by thugsin the
street. The government’s majority
is small, I was told. Sure there are
lies being told, they said, but we
don’t want to take the risk of cor-
recting them.

‘What happens next is unclear.
The referendum was meant to be
“consultative,” not binding. A
treaty already approved by 27
countries can’t be renegotiated
from scratch. No doubt some so-
lution will be found, but whatever
it turns out to be, it’s not as impor-
tant as the lesson we've just
learned: Small minorities of angry
people, when well organized, can
outshout the divided, fearful, apa-
thetic centrist majority in Western
Europe—and Russia is prepared
to help them do it. This time the
stakes weren’t so high, but next
time, they might be: The farright
is now the largest political force in
the Netherlands. We learned a
parallel lesson in the 1930s, but it
seems we need to be taught it
once again.

Anne Applebaum is the director
of the Global Transitions Program
at the Legatum Institute in London.
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REUTERS

Babies exposed to marijuana
in the womb are likely to be born
smaller than those not exposed,
and more likely to need intensive
care after birth, according to a
new analysis of existing evidence.

Mothers who smoke marijua-
na while pregnant are also more
likely than those who don’t to
have iron-deficiency anemia, re-
searchers report in the journal
BM]J Open.

“We know that caring for your-
self before you become pregnant
is one of the best ways to make
sure your baby will be born
healthy,” said study author Dr.
Cara Christ, director of Arizona’s
Department of Health Services in
Phoenix.

“This may include taking vita-
mins including folic acid, making
changes to your diet, and not us-
ing tobacco, alcohol, or drugs,”
Christ said by email.

Marijuana is one of the most
commonly used drugs world-
wide and in North America.
Nearly one in eight people aged
15 to 64 use marijuana, the re-
searchers note.

The team reviewed results
from 24 studies across the world
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Marijuana Use i Pregnancy Tied to Health Problems for Babies

to determine how marijuana use
affected pregnant mothers and
their unborn children. They
looked at various health factors
including how much babies
weighed, their length and head
size at birth, as well as how many
weeks the infants were in the
womb before being born.

Babies who were exposed to
marijuana during pregnancy were
77 percent more likely to be born
underweight, meaning they
weighed less than 2.5 kg, com-
pared to infants whose mothers
did not use marijuana.

The average weight difference
between exposed and unexposed
babies was approximately 113
grams.

Babies of mothers who used
marijuana while pregnant were
also twice as likely to be placed in
aneonatal intensive care unit.

Mothers who used marijuana
were 36 percent more likely than
those who didn’t to have anemia,
but were not more likely to have
issues with prenatal care, labor,
bleeding, weight gain, or to have
longer hospital stays.

Many marijuana users also
use tobacco or alcohol, the re-
searchers note, and these factors

were not examined separately in
most studies, so it’s not possible
to separate out the effects just of
marijuana.

Further limitations include
the fact that not all studies
looked at the same outcomes,
the authors point out. So under-
standing the effects that are con-
sistently seen among mothers
who use marijuana while preg-
nant, and their infants, requires
more research.

“We know there is a
potential for anything
pregnant women eat or
drink to cross the
placenta.”

—CarA CHRIST,
STUDY AUTHOR

“We know there is a potential
for anything pregnant women eat
or drink to cross the placenta and
have an effect on their baby’s
health,” Christ said.

In light of changes in govern-
ment and public attitudes to-
ward marijuana, it’s important to

gather information on its health
effects, said Peter Fried, emeri-
tus psychology professor at
Carleton University in Ottawa,
who was not involved in the
study.

In addition to the possibility
that the women in these studies
may be taking other drugs, there
are many factors that can affect a
baby’s health, he said.

“If you look at poor nutrition,
very young, no prenatal care,
very stressed single moms, those
things are going to add together
to the potential impact of marijua-
na during pregnancy,” Fried said
by email.

Pregnant women must consid-
er the consequences of marijuana
use, Fried said. “She and the rest
of the family have to determine
whether it's worthwhile to take
the drug for its positive effects
versus its potential issues for the
newborn.”

“Women who are pregnant or
plan to become pregnant
should have a discussion with
their doctor about the risks and
possible adverse effects to their
baby for all medications and
substances they are taking,”
Christ said.
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