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Uchida’s research focuses on historical studies of modern
Japanese housing, discussing the process of transformation of
housing from the Meiji period onwards, with a focus on the
phenomenon of yéfiika (becoming Western-style) that was
previously viewed as having only superficial influence.

With regard to movement towards yofika in Meiji period housing,
Uchida has shown that this can be seen in the construction of
Western-style mansions and villas by the upper class as well as in
the housing preferences of the middle class who were influenced
by the upper class trends. From the Taisho period onwards, it is
clear what image of housing was being aimed at through analysis
of the efforts of the Jitaku Kairyo-kai (Housing Improvement
Association) who led the movement of housing improvement that
included yofika of housing. Also, Uchida’s research has
highlighted the characteristics of housing built by the “Amerika-ya’
company, which was established in the late Meiji period and
achieved a metamorphosis from an importer of American-style

H



housing to becoming an architectural design firm in its own right.
Based on the results of this research, Uchida showed that along
with the inclusion of Western-style elements in the process of
yOfiika in Japanese housing, there is a separate lineage of
housing whereby the inclusion of Japanese-style elements in
Western housing that sees a process of y6fiika (becoming
Japanese-style) and suggested that the latter should be known as

“Western-style standalone housing”.

This yofika is a phenomenon that can be seen in a variety of
fields not limited to architecture and Uchida’s perspective of
placing y6flika as the central axis has provided a great
contribution to the development of research into the history of
modern Japanese housing by suggesting an approach that is
different from the traditional ydshikiron that focuses on
architectural style and is therefore full of jargon that only architects
understand. Y6fika can therefore be used as a focal point for
exchange with researchers of various fields.
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