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night southeast Asian adventure — this year's best
sailings

1. Magical Myanmar
Myanmar s the rising star of the ocean and river cruising world. Last
year saw Orient Express Cruises debut ts second river eruise boat,
Orcaella, on the river. This year 2014 witnesses the introduction of
Myanmar sailings by AmaWaterways (0808 2235009,
amawaterways.co.uk), with three different itineraries that include
the atmospheric triumvirate of Yangon, Bagan and Mandalay with
their markets, monasteries and temples.

Details: A 14-night “Hidden Wonders of Myanmar” cruise from
Yangon to Mandalay, plus a one-night hotel stay in Yangon post-
cruise, costs from £5,920pp, including flights. It departs on
November 23.

2. D-Day remembered

The 70th anniversary of the D-Day Landings on June 6 will be
commemorated on this voyage with Swan Hellenic (0844 417 2413,
swanhellenic.com), which also pays homage to those who died in the
First World War. At Dunkirk, passengers can explore Flanders and
the town of Ypres, before visiting Dunkirk's beaches where thousands
of stranded British troops were evacuated in 1040. Swan’s ship
Minerva will hold its own Service of Remembrance on June 6 while
cruising off Normandy and will sail to Caen from where passengers
can visit the Gold and Sword beaches where British troops landed.
Details: A 12-night round-trip sailing from Portsmouth on June 4
costs from £2,335pp, including tips and shore excursions.

3. Antarctica underwater

Get a different view of the White Continent with Aurora Expeditions
(020-7228 1230, auroraexpeditions.co.uk), which has introduced
snorkelling excursions in the icy waters around the Antaretic
Peninsula on its sailings this winter. Snorkellers will be issued with
specially designed drysuits and given training to cope with freezing
conditions. The reward is the chance to explore the waters alongside
penguins, seals and whales.

Details: A 16-night Weddell Sea and Antaretic Peninsula package
departing on February 25, costs from £6,855pp, including flights, pre
and post hotel stays in Buenos Aires and Ushuaia and the 11-night
sailing. Polar snorkelling costs 620pp.
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If you thought cruise ship activities couldn't get any more bizarre,
wait until you see the latest vessel from Royal Caribbean
International (0844 4932061, royalcaribbean.co.uk). The 4,152-
passenger Quantum of the Seas, which launches in November, will
boast the first dodgem cars at sea, a skydiving simulator and a
viewing capsule that rises 300ft above the waves. The entertainment
promises to be just as captivating with the ocean-going debut of West
End musical Mamma Mia! Its sister ship, Anthem of the Seas, which
launches in spring 2015 will be based at Southampton.

Details: A nine-night package, departing on November 22, and
sailing from New York to Florida and the Bahamas, costs from
£1,185pp, including flights and one night in New York.

5. Singing sojourns

Leading tenor Alfie Boe will take centre stage in the first of several
short sailings from Southampton to the Continent with P&O Cruises
(0843 3730111, pocruises.co.uk) in May, October, November and
December. The acclaimed singer, who shot to fame in Baz
Luhrmann’s production of La Bohéme on Broadway and
subsequently starred in Les Miserables, performs on the May 26
departure.

Details: The May 26 cruise is for four nights to Belgium and
Guernsey and costs from £329pp. It is followed by a three-night
cruise on October 11, and two four-night voyages on November 6
and December 13.

6. Russian discovery

Luxury line Silversea (0844 2510837, silversea.com) is becoming
more adventurous with the arrival of its third expedition ship Silver
Discoverer, which will sail to Asia, Australasia and the Pacific. One
of the most fascinating places it will visit is the remote Russian Far
East, which for many years was closed to Westerners. Untouched
landscapes, indigenous tribes, a rich array of birds and wildlife that
includes brown bears, Arctic foxes and reindeer are the high points of
this remote region.

Details: An 18-night sailing from Nome in Alaska across the
International Dateline to Otaru in Japan, departing on August 14,
costs from £8,950pp. Flights are an extra £1,980pp.
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Unravel the secrets of St Helena aboard one of the last working
Royal Mail Ships, RMS St Helena (020-7575 6480, rms-st-
helena.com) that serves this isolated South Atlantic isle. Professor
Colin Lewis will give on-board lectures on a special “Hideaway Tour”
sailing and visit key points on the island. It will also be one of the last
chances to visit St Helena in this way before its long-awaited airport
opens in 2016.

Details: An 18-night package that include the five-night voyage
from Cape Town to St Helena, an eight-night stay on bed and
breakfast at the Wellington House Hotel on St Helena, and the return
voyage to Cape Town, costs from £2,745pp. It departs on September
11. Flights are extra, though tours are included.

8. Safari and Seychelles

Go wild next Christmas on a new series of sailings to Africa and Asia
with Voyages to Antiquity (0845 437 9737, voyagestoantiquity.com)
that starts with a three-day Kenyan safari pre-cruise. Passengers are
taken on game drives in the Amboseli and Tsavo national parks
before departing for the Indian Ocean islands of Comoros, the
Seychelles and the Maldives on the Aegean Odyssey. The voyage
ends in Sri Lanka, with a two-night hotel stay post-cruise.

Details: A 21-night Christmas and new year package that includes
the 15-night sailing from Mombasa to Colombo departs on December
19 and costs from £4,505pp. Flights, excursions, gratuities and
selected drinks are included.

9. Circumnavigate Africa

Encircle a continent on an unforgettable voyage to Africa with
Holland America Line (0843 3742300, hollandamerica.com), which
departs from and returns to Southampton. The ship's route takes it
through the Suez Canal to the Middle East before sailing through the
Indian Ocean and reaching South Africa. It then follows Africa’s
western coast with stops at Angola, Ghana and Senegal before
arriving at the Canary Islands and the Iberian Peninsula on its
return journey northwards.

Details: The 83-night voyage costs from £7,648pp and departs on
September 26.




