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Mrs. Rani's Little Angels
Children learning through games (Educating while playing games)

School Data
Name : Little Angel's English Academy, International Kindergarten
Address : 1-3-2, Kamirenjaku, Mitaka-shi, Tokyo, 181-0012
Telephone : 0422-52-8381           HP : http://www.AngelsEnglish.com

Each class has 10 to 20 students. Small chairs are arranged around a big table which 
can accommodate everyone. Puzzles and books  used as the teaching material are 
stacked along a wall. It is this academy where, 95% of the students are Japanese, is 
the kindergarten that Ms. Rani started for teaching English and Mathematics.

When we visited the kindergarten for gathering information for our reporting 
assignment, children of 3 to 5 age group were busy arranging a complicated puzzle 
representing pipes. Surprisingly, all the children were conversing in English. It was as 
if we had wandered into an overseas kindergarten. The contents of the program, such 
as painting pictures, singing English songs are much the same as any other 
kindergarten, but each of the activities in the curriculum is not just a game but is 
closely linked to Mathematics and English. Ms.Rani stated, “Instead of making 
education as rigid and compulsory, I wanted this kindergarten to be a very gentle, 
fostering and playful experience for the children so that they are able to absorb 
English and Mathematics just as easily and their brains remain stimulated. ”

Such magical classes became very popular and the academy is set to start a primary 
school  next spring. The present building is becoming small for the Academy so there 
are plans to shift to a bigger place. The academy is sure to grow large. We sincerely 
hope that the number of students, who are strong in English and Mathematics, 
increases along with the bigger place.

International kindergarten course :  Preschool for 2 and 3 yeas olds, Kindergarten for 4 and 5 
year olds, All four years  (Next spring plans for primary school). Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 09:00 to 14:00,Wednesday from 09:00 to 12:00, Option of 2 days and 5 days 
course.
Little Angels Academy : From the age of 2 to 12, Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday : 15: 00 hrs to 18:00 hrs, 
Wednesday. from 09:00 to 12:00

The main aim is to provide English education to the 
children studying till the primary school level. 
Programs such as “Exciting” English class, Brain Power 
Safari (An IQ developing program), or Mother & Child 
English class are available for Children from 13 
onwards and adults, 99 year olds! There have 
Mathematics classes  as well.

Profile: Rani Sanku
Born on 6th October 1957,she  hails from Southern part of 
India, which mass-produces IT technologists. She has a Masters 
Degree in Accounting, Economics and Management. She landed 
 in  Japan with her husband and their eldest son as her husband 
got a fellowship for higher studies at Kyoto University. Later, 
they shifted to Tokyo, where she taught English as a volunteer. 
She has taught English at the  Seikei Primary  School. This 
experience led to the formation of the Little Angels English 
Academy and she is the Principal of the Kindergarten.

I spent my childhood enmeshed in Mathematics. I always thought of it as a part of playing. 
While playing the game about who has the most number of acorns, we were counting 
different numbers. The concept of addition was taught to us as part of the wisdom of life 
along with other life skill by our parents. When I meet Japanese people, I mention that a first 
grader in an Indian Primary School in  India learns 19x19 tables and they usually get 
astonished.

When I first came to Japan, I sent my son to a Japanese child care center and I realized how 
education here was different from my Indian experience. I wanted to create an education 
method which was not tailored according to the manual such as the Japanese education 
method,or the strict edicts of the Indian education method, but something enjoyable like 
when I was a child  playing the Mathematical games and learning . This is what led to the 
formation of the Little Angel's English Academy in Mitaka. 

Quite recently, a few of my academy students appeared for an IQ test for primary school 
entrance examination. We learnt that the IQ results of the children in our kindergarten was 
very high. This simply confirmed our methods of teaching and gave me increased 
confidence.

The Japanese may not yet be familiar with  Indian mathematics as yet. However, when  
Japanese people who have learnt Mathematics, according to the Japanese method, come to 
understand the Indian way of Mathematical calculation, they too will experience the sense 
of  discovery as children do, when they play with the acorns .I am sure you will also find 
this book interesting as one feels refreshed while understanding new concepts. If you find 
this book interesting, then I can say that  the brain was stimulated!

Editor Little Angels 
International Kindergarten

Ms. Rani comments as the editorial supervisor:

The pioneer who introduced Indian math into Japan

Translated by Ms.Neera Godbole
Rewritten: Dr.Sarath Chandar Rao Sanku

Copyrights reserved. 2007.
Please do not copy. Ref only.


