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HFT : Mochizuki, 1982, p. 99

EREER  BGEILCESEK BEIhiHR

1947—1955

(BRRD 1920 541 28.2%
1956—1960

(2 KBSEHIRD 823 199 24.2%
1961—1966
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£ 5 WHRMEBERCHSTHEIE

H{FT + Mochizuki, 1982, p. 101
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Hokkaido L. Rev.

Parties, Bureaucrats and Pressure Groups
in Japanese Legislative Process:
Pre-Diet and Diet Procedure

Michio MURAMATSU¥

This article discusses four criticisms against the conventional
view of legislative process in Japanese political science which sees the
deliberation of the Diet as only ritual and says that policy making in
Japanese government has been under the initiative and leadership of
the bureaucracies in central Ministries. According to the author, the
party in power plays a much more important role than postulated in the
conventional view, the opposition is more influential in policy making,
the Diet itself is more meaningful and substantial legislative organ, and
individual legislators have more ability to legislate than understood by
many political scientists.

To prove this the author analyze the survey data on the Diet mem-
bers, quotes from the legislative studies by others, and uses anecdotes.
On the whole the author emphasizes the growing power of the Liberal
Democratic Party since its establishment in 1955.

* Professor of Kyoto University
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