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The Shindo Renmei Case - As One Page of Modern History of Brazil
Chiyoko Mita (Sophia University)

When the Pacific War ended, a rumor circulated among the Japanese immigrants in Brazil that Japan
had won the war. An ensuing conflict then broke out between those who believed in Japan's victory
and those who recognized Japan's defeat. The conflict divided Japanese community into two groups
that antagonized each other until the end of the 1940s.

The purpose of this paper is to understand this conflict among Japanese immigrants through a new
historical perspective of examining papers on the topic since the 1990s . This new perspective
emerged with the re-democratization in Brazil at the end of the twentieth century. The conflict was
regarded as a problem of assimilation and acculturation of Japanese immigrants in Brazil. Today,
however, under the new perspective this issue is closely related to the history of racism in Brazil. From
that perspective, it can be said that conflict within an ethnic community finally came to be included as

one page of modern history of Brazil.

Keywords: the Shindo Renmei case, Kachi-gumi, racism, yellow peril, nationalism, World War II and

Japanese immigrants
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