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@ Many of the large ships-of-war destined to visit Japan have not yet arrived in these
seas, though they are hourly expected; and the undersigned, as an evidence of his
friendly intentions, has brought but four of the smaller ones, designing, should it become
necessary, to return to Yedo in the ensuing spring with a much larger force.

@ But it is expected that the government of your imperial majesty will render such
return unnecessary, by acceding at once to the very reasonable and pacific overtures

contained in the President’s letter, and which will be further explained by the

undersigned on the first fitting occasion. &
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Two scholars of Yedo in Japan, named Isagi Kooda, and Kwanouchi Manji, present this letter to
the high officers and others who manage affairs.
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That which we have received is meager and trifling, as our persons are insignificant, so that
we are ashamed to come before distinguished persons; we are ignorant of arms and their uses
in battle, nor do we know the rules of strategy and discipline; we have, indeed, uselessly whiled

away our months and years, and know nothing. We have heard a little of the customs and
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knowledge of the Europeans and Americans, and have

desired to travel about in the five great continents,
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but the maritime prohibitions of our country are
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exceedingly strict, and for foreigners to enter the ‘inner

land, or for natives to go to other countries, are alike

among the immutable regulations. Therefore our desire

to travel has been checked, and could only go to and fro in

our breasts, unable to be uttered, and our feet hampered
S0 as not to stir. HEEQEIHT” WL WK OS]

B0

B 5 U0 Q K b EE R HE ) O\ IR E T U T
[l
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HHepeR{n Q U@mﬁ&% [humane conduct of your officers and their love of others] Q#E~ B4 Q a4 K
R ) UREER R SEOELVEOE Y BUREUEROSHOES K
EBEUEILERUAY IVHEKEWEYD BOEERYE S QEW-2 50 [even if it is
disregarding our laws]® %b(@ﬁ%ﬁ%%hﬁ@é%ﬁ%h\ FEAAERUVP R AW L
OB QEEX WS 2480487 dmla0 M Bl sb= [whatever we are able to do to serve you will
be considered as orders as soon as we hear it]°

This had been the case for years, when happily the arrival of so many of your ships anchoring
in our waters now for many days, and our careful and continuous examination of the kind and
humane conduct of your officers and their love of others, has excited the desire of years which
now struggles for its exit. We have decided on a plan, which is very privately to request you
to take us aboard of your ships and secretly carry us to sea, that we may travel over the five
continents, even if it is disregarding our laws. We hope you will not regard our humble request
with disgust, but will enable us to carry it out; whatever we are able to do to serve you will be
considered as orders as soon as we hear it.
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When a lame man sees another walking, or a pedestrian sees another riding, would he not be

N
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glad to be in his place? How much more now, since for our whole lives we could not go beyond
30 degrees east and west, and 25 degrees from north to south, when we behold you come riding
on the high winds and careering over the vast waves, with lighting speed coasting along the five
continents, does it appear as if the lame had a way to walk, or the walkers an opportunity to ride!
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K - e UEERS S oS0 DoRgu R Kas® i’ BRVIIToEniE #
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We hope you who manage this business will condescend to regard and grant our request; but

as the restrictions of our country are not yet removed, if this matter becomes known, we shall

have no place to flee, and doubtless must suffer the extremist penalty; and this would greatly
grieve your kindness and benevolence of heart to your fellowmen. We trust to have our request
granted, and also that you will secrete us until you sail, so as to avoid all risk of danger to life; and
when we return here at a future day, we are sure that what has passed will not be very closely
investigated. Though rude and unpracticed in speech, our desires are earnest, and we hope that
you will regard us incompassion, nor doubt or oppose our request.
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v They were clearly informed of the meaning of a white flag, and also that visits were out of season till
after the flags were hoisted in the morning.
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KRER] 11801 <K= | <P°

o WHBEEr (Admiral) it~ &2 (Commodore) QEERWER™ EEU LG
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= LR KESER =N (Morrison) RESSNFIODEWED VIECE" SIMEL YR
SRR BB ERKCSEESEDRE L0 28w 0 L7 HILLY280ER U
BLHREVZ R O DOBUD IHECHIMD Y NI KRR D" HEWHFEOW S

L0
N R [(o—Q@mE] 1] IKY” VOB RIEIVEERUS Y Se°
O ZRLLUERERROY v HELET U 0BE (IR0 | | HiK) & REQHIHEXW I
AHmOW 5 e

HE | | Rie [KmRm (o) KEREC >—H1E KYE( OERECE] [KuKmM#]
N—=X [HERKEREX I~ (RREEKPE DEINg) g55°

H{E | | Riv” FRECHEBEERSEEREH [MEERKERE

| KEEOHNNRERIORED DY NKUU O WRUEZE WY 550°

HE | YooY | - 1w

P. B Wiley, Yankees in the Land of the Gods, Penguin Books, 1990. [BESEGQMREEKTRK] EE | &
B oHnoNDa RS | RRILE°

Two rosewood boxes wrapped in scarlet cloth with the various letters enclosed (inel-3,p.318) ;two

14

18 17 16 15

19

rosewood boxes with gold hinges (line37,p.318)
six-inch-by-three-inch solid gold boxes, linel-2,p.319.
SRDY DN KBICmHR 1 boxes VO LRI 5 50° pp. 61-62.
two beautiful boxes, IR#I | R HIK" EO#Hm | 7111 10me
The originals of the letter and credence were then shown them, and also the package containing the

23222120

translations; they showed little or no admiration at them, but wished to know the reason for sending
four ships to carry such a box and letter to the Emperor; yet whether.....They[ ¥ Q25 VERE 40 |
were clearly informed of the meaning of a white flag, and also that visits were out of season till after the
flags were hoisted in the morning.p.51. #8812~ rQEHE B KK
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I have particularly charged Commodore Perry to abstain from every act which could possibly

disturb the tranquility of your imperial majesty’s dominions. [ EREXHI—] ZH | —1 IK°
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Anton L. C. Portman

I am not sorry that one of them knows Dutch so much better than I do Japanese, for I think

intercommunication is likely to be more satisfactory.

50

Yezaimon spoke in a clear voice and, through Tatsnoski, who put it into Dutch for Mr. Portman, I

could make out almost all they said;

55 54 53 52 51

but it would require considerable practice to speak that style,

RN ENEFEROEN<SUS O VENRIVY NG BB EMFIEE L ER OL°

Treaty between the United States of America and the Empire of Japan

where they can be supplied with wood, water, provisions, and coal, and other articles

A tariff of prices shall be given by the Japanese officers of the things which they can furnish,

payment for which shall be made in gold and silver coin
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Williams, Journal, pp.172-174.
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259)
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wish to capitulate

the two white flags he was sending there with

said to officials

was sent about five days later in three letters of this exact import, English, Chinese, and Japanese

arrived together with the flags in a box

two diaries by two officials who took part in the interview of the 4th

the letters except the English

no one at the time but to the inner councilors
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During the whole of this interview the bearing of these Japanese was dignified and self-possessed.
Yezaimon spoke in a clear voice and, through Tatsnoski, who put it into Dutch for Mr. Portman, I
could make out almost all they said but it would require considerable practice to speak that style
and I am not sorry that one of them knows Dutch so much better than I do Japanese for I think
intercommunication is likely to be more satisfactory. At the close of the interview the interpreter said
the officer present was the highest in Uraga, and his name Yezaimon. “What is the name of the captain
of this ship?” He was told, and nothing could be more polite than the whole manner of this incident.
“Are you an American?” “Yes, to be sure I am.” I replied in a tone to intimate some surprise at the
question where at these was a general laugh” pp.51-52.
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0 the two white flags he was sending there with
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N~ Diplomacy consists in gaining one's point through an understanding of the view of the other party.
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EOW NOEREN QIR EWR4°] (The Neutrality Acts were passed by the United States
Congress in the 1930s, in response to the growing turmoil in Europe and Asia that eventually led to
World War II. They were spurred by the growth in isolationism and non-interventionism in the US
following its costly involvement in World War I, and sought to ensure that the US would not become
entangled again in foreign conflicts. The legacy of the Neutrality Acts is widely regarded as having
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been generally negative: they made no distinction between aggressor and victim, treating both equally
as '"belligerents"; and they limited the US government's ability to aid Britain and France against Nazi
Germany. The acts were largely repealed in 1941, in the face of German submarine attacks on U.S.
vessels and the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neutrality_Acts_
of_1930s#End_of_neutrality_policy
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