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Unit: Palm Oil and Problems (The unit title will be
revealed when Day 1 finishes)
Year / Level:

Senior 1 or 2 / Intermediate+
Duration:

4 lesson hours* (*50 minutes each)
Objectives:

After successful completion of the unit, students
are expected to:
3) show

globalization is complicating the world and

raised awareness about how
affecting our lives
4) be able to think and talk critically about
the issues involved
Skills and activities involved:
Reading / Writing / Role-play / Discussion / Oral

presentation ( using slides, realia etc) /
Vocabulary building / Brainstorming / Problem
detection
Evaluation:

5) How actively was he/she involved?

6) How well does he/she understand the
problems?

7) How much has
improved?

his/her language use

Procedure:
Day 1 -Introduction to the topic
Teacher Preparation:
labels  ( those
‘vegetable oil,

Food/Home product ingredients

containing ‘palm oil’ or and

desirably from several different countries; images

from the web could also be used)

Activity 1: What is palm o0il? What is it
used for? (15 min. )

Put Ss into small groups (of 3 to 5: will keep

throughout this unit) ; hand out a set of food/home

product labels to each group; have Ss find out what
the
‘palm

those products have in common among
ingredients; make sure each group finds out
oil” or ‘vegetable oil’

Activity 2: Facts and data (5 min. )
Teacher presents figures and tables (production by
country; export by country; consumption by country

etc)
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Activity 3: Why has it become so popular?
(10 min. )
Have groups of Ss read ‘ Why is palm oil important?
*? (on handout or on screen); make a list of its
merits; share the lists with the entire classroom
Activity 4: Are there any problems? (10
min. )
Have each group brainstorm about possible problems
concerning oil palm farming and palm oil industry;
share the generated ideas with the entire class
Homework:

‘ Indonesia’ s Palm Oil Industry Rife With
“Sustainable Palm Oil™

(including the video clip)

Human-Rights Abuses ™ ;

Day 2 -Deeper understanding (1)
Activity b:
Have Ss work in the same groups as Day 1 and

More problems? (10 min. )

share other issues collected through the homework
reading
Activity 6: Complicated interests - Gap-fill
in chart (10 min. )

To each group., hand out a diagram mapping the
parties involved, plus issues and interests related to
each party (Figure 1*"; will be translated into
English and gaps made when in actual use) ; have Ss
fill the gaps in groups; reveal the keys

Activity 7: Can we find any clues? -
Role-play (25 min. )

Give out a set of role cards (consisting of °
 Oil-mill
Malaysian Government Official’,  ‘Home Product
‘Chinese Middle Class

Plantation Worker’ . Owner’ .

Company Sales Rep’ .

Homemaker’ etc) to each group; have Ss decide
which role to play; set situations such as  ‘What if
the minimum wage of workers is raised?’ ‘What if

export of unsustainable palm oil is banned? ’  etc in
which Ss play out their roles
Homework:

‘Palm Oil for the West.

x il »

Exploitation for Young
Workers in Malaysia

Day 3 -Deeper understanding (2)
Take Ss to a room with ICT facilities; Ss are

informed that each group is going to give a 4-minute



presentation in the next lesson; have each group

decide one problem to investigate and begin
designing and researching for their presentation
Homework:

Ss continue preparation for presentation

Day 4 -Research Presentation
Each group makes a presentation in turn and other Ss
give feedback

<R IT— LR E DR R
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Figure 1 Relationship Diagram
i http://www.mext.go.jp/unesco/004/339957htm
il http://www.theatlantic.com/international/
archive/2013/04/palm-oil-for-the-west-exp
loitation-for-young-workers-in-malaysia/27
4769/?single_page=true;
http://grist.org/news/palm-oil-bad-for-wor
kers-as-well-as-orangutans/
http://online.wsj.com/articles/SB1000142412788
7324660104578206773370206826;
www.reuters.com/article/2014/04/27/us-palmoil-
labour-idUSBREA3Q0P320140427?irpc=932
v
http://greenpalm.org/about-palm-oil/what-is-
palm-oil/what-is-palm-oil-used-for

http://family.saraya.com/products/yashinomi/
index.html

http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2013-0
7-18 /indonesias-palm-oil-industry-rife-with-hu
man-rights-abuses

http://greenpalm.org/about-palm-oil/what-is-
palm-oil/where-is-palm-oil-grown
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vii
http://www.ceopalmoil.com/2013/04/palm-oil
-biodiesel-a-preferred-biofuel-feedstock/

http://greenpalm.org/about-palm-oil/why-is-p
alm-oil-important

http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2013-0
7-18/indonesias-palm-oil-industry-rife-with-hu
man-rights-abuses

X 1
http://www.unilever.com/sustainable-living-2
014/reducing-environmental-impact/sustainab
le-sourcing/sustainable-palm-oil/

x i BR#AEBEWS (2002) [/8— Al

~ [HIERICR S LW o TRATEAS D 2

XAE W=
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/arch
ive/2013/04/palm-oil-for-the-west-exploitatio
n-for-young-workers-in-malaysia/274769/?sin
gle_page=true
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