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Critique; Media Portrayals of the "Nihon-Shoki"

— Debate over the Sixth Century Chinese Records of "Fu-sang Guo' —
Ichiro Iki

Abstract

High school textbooks devote approximately 20 pages to the years spanning from the
Tumulus period to the end of the 7th Century. These cover the era of the Five Kings of Wo Guo
in the 5th Century, and Prince Shotoku and Emperor Tenchi in the 7th Century. "Nihon Shoki" is
the original text from which our texts derive their information. Although postwar textbooks refute
the "God State Japan" view of history, they nonetheless presume the Nihon Shoki descriptions of
the 6th Century and thereafter are accurate. There are significant doubtful points however, despite
the extensive studies conducted in the postwar era, including comparative studies of Japanese,
Chinese and Korean history, as well as anthropological research into large ancient tombs. Chinese
historical records refer to the arrival of the Xi-Fu in 3rd Century B.C. and to the Fu-sang Guo in the
6th Century. 1999 marks the 1500th anniversary of the visit of a priest from Fu-sang Guo to
China. To commemorate this event, I sponsored the "Symposium of the Mysteries of Fu-sang Guo"
in four different areas of Japan. The symposium was an attempt to revive those historical records
which "Nihon Shoki" refused to acknowledge, and an attempt to press the academic community,
mass media, and school textbook compilers to reconsider what they have been ignoring. Murasaki
Shikibu (Lady Murasaki) once criticized "Nihon Shoki" as giving "only partial truth." Prince Duke
Saionji Kimmochi (1849-1940) wrote, "The nation loses when it believes in groundless writings."
Did we not experience more than just "loss" in 20th Century history?

Key words: Nihon Shoki, Fu-sang Guo, school textbooks, minority opinions



