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ABSTRACT

The Bonin (Ogasawara) Islands and the U.S.
Nuclear Strategy

Sho Masaki

The Bonin Islands, which are also known as the Ogasawara Islands, are
one of the World Natural Heritage Sites of Japan due to the unique and
precious environment. However, the islands have preserved more than just
natural beauty; they have also attracted scholars of history and political
science. Thanks to the preceding researchers, a secret has emerged: the Bonin
Islands were equipped with nuclear weapons during the period of U.S.
occupation. Nevertheless, the question of why the U.S. needed to deploy the
weapons to the islands has not been fully answered.

This research aims to achieve three tasks: proving the nuclear deployment
in the Bonin Islands, exploring the transition from Massive Retaliation to
Flexible Response by examining the roles of Bonin bases under the U.S.
nuclear strategy during the occupation, and demonstrating the military reasons
why the islands were returned to Japan in 1968, the apex of the Vietnam War.
For the first task, this research clarifies the political and military processes of
nuclear deployment to Chichi Jima and Iwo Jima. Second, it discusses which
roles the Bonin bases had played during the Korean War, why Massive
Retaliation had to be reconsidered, how the Bonin bases had worked under the
U.S. nuclear strategy, and why the bases had to be equipped with nuclear
weapons. Finally, it demonstrates the impact of technological development of
nuclear submarines and ballistic missiles on the Bonin bases, and answers
whether the roles of the bases under the U.S. security strategy had changed
due to the Bonin reversion.

As a result of the research, this paper concludes that the Bonin bases
were considered tactical while bases in Okinawa and mainland Japan were
strategic. Okinawa and mainland bases played a role of deterrence, and thus it

was necessary to show that these bases were capable of retaliation. However,
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the U.S. assumed that the war with the Soviet Union would start with surprise
attacks on these front bases, and therefore the Bonin Islands were to be
utilized for counterattack. This is the reason why nuclear deployment in the
islands was executed secretly. As military technology improved, the islands’
importance declined. Thus, as long as the right of reintroduction of the nuclear
weapons in the Bonins was guaranteed, the military authority could return the
islands. For this reason, a secret agreement for the reintroduction of nuclear
weapons to the islands was signed between the U.S. and Japan. Although it
was unrealistic to equip Chichi Jima, a tourist resort, with such weapons, due
to the agreement, the military role of the Iwo Jima, an uninhabited island, as
emergency nuclear storage facilities under the U.S. nuclear strategy did not

change.
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