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ghanistan would follow their “Manhattan Raid” and welcomed it as a chance 
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its British allies 
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Bin Laden’s Plan for Saudi Arabia
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 Bin 

Ummah

smaller states to make it easier to control and accused the Saudi family of 
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Spring 2003: Enter al Qaeda’s Insurgency
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Bin Laden was 
simultaneously 
preparing for an 
epic battle in Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia.
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came less than three months later 
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ment since the founding of the modern Saudi state in the early years of the 
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The vast majority 
of the al Qaeda 
operatives have been 
Saudis themselves.
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The Kingdom’s Response
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10 This statement was 
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 in following financial trails 

The results of the 
Saudi government’s 
counteroffensive 
were impressive.
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barbed fence fitted with remote sensors and thermal cameras along its border 
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The Saudi Front and al Qaeda’s Wider War
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and Muslims elsewhere generally” with a blistering attack on the Saudi mon-
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24 The statement was enthusiasti-
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sooner or later but that Iran will be a long-term threat to Sunni interests in 
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A major element 
of the Saudis’ 
success has been 
cyber warfare.
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Effects of the War on Saudi Policy
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has concerns that Tehran might be allowing 
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Authorities are 
deeply concerned 
about Saudis 
returning from aiding 
the Iraqi insurgency.
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Bin Laden’s Enduring Challenge
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‘ulama -
 

of the Saudi regime is his charge that the Saudi regime is now a tool for the 

-



THE WASHINGTON QUARTERLY  SPRING 2008

l

45

-

-

Laden may want to establish a theocratic state 

30 Bin Laden still has 
-
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Notes

Messages to the World: The Statements of Osama Bin Laden

Middle East Policy

MEMRI Inquiry and Analysis Series

-

-
Gulf Yearbook 2006–2007

Seattle Times -

Jamestown Foundation Terrorism Monitor

The United States 
has been a marginal 
player in Saudi 
Arabia’s fight against 
al Qaeda.
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