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JR Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto Statiomnaster Narumi Tadashi signals for the departure of the first Tokyo-bound bullet train on the Hokkaido Shinkansen Line in Hokuto, Hokkaido,

on March 26. ( Mainichi)

Hokkaido is at last connected to the Japanese main island of
Honshu by bullet train, after the Hokkaido Shinkansen opened
for business on March 26,

The opening of the 148.8-kilometer line from JR Shin-Aomori
Station in Aomori to JR Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto Station in Ho-
kuto, Hokkaido, comes 52 years after the Tokaido Shinkansen
Line opened in 1964. Bullet train lines now extend some 2,150
kilometers from Hokkaido in the north all the way to Kagoshima
in Kyushu.

Hokkaido Shinkansen trains will make the Tokyo to Shin-
Hakodate-Hokuto trip in as little as 4 hours and 2 minutes. The
line is expected to boost business and pleasure travel from the
Kanto and Tohoku regions to Hokkaido, and stimulate the local
economy in northern Japan.

An opening ceremony was held at JR Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto
station, with Stationmaster Narumi Tadashi giving the signal for
the first Tokyo-bound train to depart at 6:35 a.m.

Mori Yoriyuki, a 56-year-old civil servant from Okayama, was
on it — changing trains to go all the way to the end of the Shinkan-
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sen network, arriving at JR Kagoshima-Chuo Station at about
6 p.m. that day.

“I'm very happy that I got to travel all the way down Japan
on the line’s first day,” Mori said. “I wanted to truly feel that
all Japan has been connected by a single train line.”

On a normal day, there are 13 round-trip trains on the Hokka-
ido Shinkansen Line, operated by Hokkaido Railway Co. (JR
Hokkaido). The trains reach a maximum speed of 260 kilometers
per hour, though they have to dial that back to 140 kph along
an 82-kilometer-long stretch that includes the Seikan Tunnel under
the Tsugaru Strait because they have to use a freight train track.

The line will have to compete with the Tokyo-Hokkaido air
routes for customers, and the four hour-plus travel time could
keep some people away. JR Hokkaido has said its main task now
is to create demand, as some 74 percent of Hokkaido Shinkan-
sen seats are expected to remain empty for the time being.

A regular reserved seat from Tokyo to Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto
costs 22,690 yen. A 211-kilometer extension to Sapporo is sched-
uled to open in fiscal 2030.
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TOPICS

Abe, Trump vow to strengthen US-Japan ties

WASHINGTON — Japanese
Prime Minister Abe Shinzo and
U.S. President Donald Trump
agreed in their summit talks at
the White House on Feb. 10 to
strengthen the bilateral alliance
and economic relations.

The two leaders also con-
firmed that Article 5 of the bilat-
eral security treaty, which obli-
gates the United States to defend
Japan in case of an armed attack
on the country, applies to the
Senkaku Islands in Okinawa Pre-
fecture, which are also claimed
by China.

Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shin:
and U.S. President Donald Trump s
hands at the White House in Washington
on Feb. 10. { Reuters)

This is the first summit meet-
ing between Abe and Trump al-
though they met in New York in
November last year before
Trump was sworn in.

At a joint news conference
after the meeting, Abe described
the Japan-U.S. alliance as the
“cornerstone of peace and pros-
perity in the Asia-Pacific region,”
and vowed to cooperate with
Trump to strengthen the bilateral
alliance.

Abe proposed to Trump that
Japanese Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister Aso Taro
and U.S. Vice President Mike
Pence hold cross-sectoral consul-
tations aimed at deepening bilat-
eral economic ties, which the
president accepted.

UN Security Council condemns N. Korea’s missile test

UNITED NATIONS — The UN.
Security Council held an urgent
meeting on Feb. 13, at which all
15 members signed off a press
statement condemning North
Korea’s latest ballistic missile
launch on Feb. 12.

North Korea's state media Ko-
rean Central News Agency said
on Feb. 13 that North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un gave the
order to fire the ballistic missile
“Pukguksong-2.” It is believed
to have flown about 500 kilome-

ters before splashing down off
North Korea's east coastin inter-
national waters. The report said
the test verified “the reliability
and security” of a new mobile
launching system.

The reports of the launch came
as U.S. President Donald Trump
was hosting Japanese Prime Min-
ister Abe Shinzo at his Florida
estate. The launch is seen as an
implicit challenge to Trump, who
earlier vowed a tough line on
North Korea.

BLOOMING LOVE — Two birds nuzzEe inthe branches of a cherty tree, one
of some 800 lining the banks of the Kawazu River in Kawazu, Shizucka Prefec-
ture, on Feb. 13. The trees, which extend some 4 kilometers from the mouth
of the river, are in full bloom — an early sign of the coming spring. (Mainichi)

N. Korean leader’s brother killed in Malaysia

KUALA LUM-
PUR, Malaysia
(AP)— Kim Jong
Nam, the half-
brother of North
Korean  leader ; i
Kim Jong_Un, el
was assassinated iy seen i 2001
on Feb. 13 at the (AL File)
budget terminal of Kuala Lum-
pur International Airport as he
waited for a flight to Macau.
According to Malaysian offi-
cials, the elder Kim, 45, died on
the way to a hospital after sud-
denly falling ill at the terminal.

Multiple South Korean media re-
ports said that two women killed
him with some kind of poison.

Police arrested four suspects
separately between Feb. 15 and
17 — a woman holding Vietnam-
ese travel documents, another
woman with an Indonesian pass-
port, a Malaysian man, and a
man carrying an ID that identi-
fied him as a North Korean.

South Korea’s spy agency, the
National Intelligence Service,
said on Feb. 15 that North Korea
had been trying for five years to
kill Kim Jong Nam.

Peaple watch a TV news program showing
Kim Jong Un, in Seoul on Feb. 13. (AP)

North Korea has repeatedly
flouted Security Council resolu-
tions demanding an end to its
nuclear and ballistic missile ac-
tivities. (Compiled from AP and
Mainichi reports)

Toshiba chairman
quits over huge losses

Toshiba  Corp.
announced on Feb.
14 the resignation
of its chairman
Shiga  Shigenori
after the company
logged massive
losses in its nuclear business.

On Feb. 14, Toshiba delayed
reporting its official financial re-
sults by a month, citing auditing
problems. After the market
closed, it released unaudited
numbers, warning they may
change “by a wide margin.”

The company projected a
712.5 billion yen loss for its nu-
clear business related to the ac-
quisition of CB&I Stone & Web-
ster, a nuclear construction busi-
ness, by its U.S. nuclear unit
Westinghouse.

At a news conference on Feb.
14, President Tsunakawa Satoshi
apologized for “troubling inves-
tors and stakeholders.”

Toshiba said its net worth was
negative, at minus 191 billion yen
at the end of last year. It is fore-
casting a group net loss of 390
billion yen for the full year
through March 31, instead of the
145 billion yen net profit it had
projected earlier. (AP)

Shiga Shigenori
( Mainichi)
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Kisenosato wins h|s 1st tourney as yokozuna

OSAKA — Making his debut
at sumo’s highest rank of grand
champion, Japanese wrestler
Kisenosato won the Spring
Grand Sumo Tournamentindra-
matic fashion on March 26.
Kisenosato, 30, is the eighth
wrestler to win his first tourna-
ment as a yokozuna. The last to
do so was Takanohana, in 1995.
Needing a win in regulation
to force a tiebreaker, Kisenosato
beat Mongolian Terunofuji to
give both wrestlers a record of
13-2. Kisenosato then threw
down Ozeki Terunofuji in a play-

Kisenosaro, center, celebrares with his sup-
porters in Osaka on March 26. ( Mainichi)
off to win the Emperor’s Cup and
his second straight title. Making
the win all the more impressive
was the fact that Kisenosato

badly injured his left shoulder in
a bout with fellow Yokozuna
Harumafuji on March 24,

During the national anthem
at the award ceremony on March
26, Kisenosato repeatedly wiped
away lears.

He said his first tournament
as a yokozuna was “completely
different” from others in his 15-
year career. As for his injury, he
stated, “I want it to heal properly,
solcanshowmyselfin good form
for the May tournament.”

( Compiled from AP and
Mainichi reports)

Wall Street’s ‘Fearless Girl’ statue to stay into 2018

NEW YORK (AP) — The glob-
ally popular statue of a young
girl will keep staring down Wall
Street’s famed “Charging Bull”
—a symbol of Americans’ finan-
cial resilience and can-do spirit
since 1989 — through February
2018 instead of being removed
in early April 2017.

She’s “standing up to fear,
standing up to power, being able
to find in yourself the strength
to do what’s right,” said Mayor
Bill de Blasio, who appeared with

the *Fearless Girl” statue on
March 27 on the lower Manhat-
tan traffic island where the two
bronze figures face each other.

The 120-centimeter-tall girl
statue was installed on March
7 for International Women’s
Day, standing strong against the
3-meter-tall bull.

The girl immediately became
a tourist draw and internet sensa-
tion. What was intended as a tem-
porary display to encourage cor-
porations to put more women

(Left) The “Fearless Girl” statwe facing
Wall Street’s bull statue. (Rewters) ( Right)
The “Fearless Girl” statue. fAP)

on their boards is now getting
a second look in light of its popu-
larity, which has spawned an on-
line petition seeking to keep it.

Massive gold coin worth millions stolen from German museum

BERLIN (AP) — Thieves broke
into the German capital’s Bode
Museum and made off with a
massive 100-kilogram gold coin.

A police spokesman said that
thieves  apparently  entered
through a window early morning
on March 27, broke into a cabi-
net where the “Big Maple Leaf™
coin was kept, and escaped with
it before police arrived.

The 3-centimeter thick coin,
with a diameter of 53 centimeters,
has a face value of 1 million Ca-

*elsbrity of the week ——
i

Inthis Feb. 12 file photo, British singer
Adele performs in Los Angeles. The
New Zealand Herald reported that
Adele, 28, had told the audience dur-
ing her show in Auckland on March
26 that “touring isn't something I'm
good at’ and she doesn’t know if she
“will ever tour again.” She joked that
she “just spent two hours in hair and
makeup for nothing.” (AP)

This 2010 file photo shews the gold coin
“Big Maple Leaf” in the Bode Museum
in Berlin. {dpa via AP)

nadian dollars. By weight alone,
however, it would be worth al-

most $4.5 million at market

prices.

The museum says the coin is
in the Guinness World Records
forits purity of 999.99/1000 gold.
It has a portrait of Queen Eliza-
beth IT on one side and maple
leaves on the other.

It was produced in limited
quantities by the Royal Canadian
Mint to promote a new line of
its Gold Maple Leaf bullion
coins in 2007.

It has been on display at the
Bode Museum since December
2010.

Odd Ronaldo bust steals show at ceremony

FUNCHAL, Portugal
(AP) — Cristiano
Ronaldo hasanairport
named after him, but
it was his odd-looking
statue that attracted at-
tention in a ceremony
honoring the Portug-

L cheeky raised-eyebrow
- smile more resembles
a leer. The face is also
y unusually chubby, in
contrast to Ronaldo’s
chiseled looks.
Dozens of guests
and hundreds of fans

ese footballer in his Cristiano Ronaldo and i were at the unveiling
Dbust are seenat the Madeira

hometown.

international airpart in Por- of the bust. It was part

The Real Madrid tugal on March 29. (AP) of an official ceremony

star’s bronze bust, which was un-
veiled on March 29 at the airport
in Ronaldo’s native Madeira Is-
lands, hardly does the handsome
athlete justice. It squashes his
eyes close together, and the

to rename the local airport as
Aeroporto Cristiano Ronaldo.

Ronaldo, 32, also attended the
ceremony, but did not appear
bothered by the odd look of his
bust.
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Treasures made in Japan
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Think “Made in Japan” and
high-quality products quickly
come to mind. The Japanese are
renowned for their careful atten-
tion to detail. The recent surge
in Chinese tourists here snapping
up everything from electronics
to cosmetics is proving this true,
But “Made in Japan™ includes
much more, and efforts to pro-
mote the brand are expanding
in creative and fun ways.

A recent Japan Tourism
Agency survey reveals the top
10 things foreign tourists wanted
to do most during their trip in
Japan: No, 1 Eat authentic Japa-
nese food, No. 2 Shopping, No. 3
Nature/scenery sightseeing,
No. 4 Walking in shopping dis-
tricts, No. 5 Bathe in a hot spring,
No. 6 Stay in a Japanese-style
inn, No. 7 Drink Japanese alco-
holic beverages, No. 8 Theme
parks, No. 9 Experience Japa-
nese history/culture, No. 10
Enjoy the Seasons (cherry blos-
soms, autumn leaves, winter etc.).
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With food at the top of the
list and alcoholic beverages at
Ne. 7, Japan’s national and local
governments are concentrating
on support and promotion for
those industries.

fOBENEFRMZTE—IL

In fact, my daughter Nina re-
cently got an insider’s look at
efforts to promote sake in the
U.S. as a contestant in the 2016
Miss Sake USA beauty pageant.
The first contest was held in 2014
in Kyoto with support from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
plan is to expand the pageant
to other countries.

Unfortunately my daughter
didn’t win, but she said it was
a great experience to be in a
beauty contest helping to pro-
mote sake and Japan.

Another newly launched con-
test from “Nippon Quest”™ fo-
cuses on “local treasures.” The
goal is to promote and invigorate
local economies in towns and
cities beyond the main tourist
destinations.

Lucy Birmingham is a Tokyo-based
Journalist, seriptwriter
Her articles have appeared in many

author.

publications including Bloomberg News, Newsweek, the

Interestingly, the
top winner in the re-
cent Nippon Quest
Award food category
was “Halal Gyoza™
from the city of Sano,
Tochigi  Prefecture.
These
friendly  dumplings
include Tochigi leeks,
halal chicken and

Muslim-

a4
The 2016 Miss Sake

Wall Street Journal Asia, the Boston Globe and Architee-
tural Digest. Website: hitpiAucybirmingham com

E,E

itk N -
e USA finalists, including the auther’s

bk

cabbage. They're a daughter Fujii Nina, left, pose for a phote in New York

favorite among Mus-
lim cricket players taking part
in the many international cricket
matches held in the city. Japa-
nese food companies are now
creatively expanding into the
halal food market with success.

In Tokyo, the metropolitan
government is now thinking big
with the 2020 Olympics and
Paralympics. An ambitious re-
branding project called
“&Tokyo™ was launched last
year with the goal of making the
city one of the world’s top tour-
ist destinations.

With all of these promotional
efforts ongoing, I was delighted

on March 3. (Photo by Keith Greenbaum)

to learn that my friends from
Seattle were planning to visit
Japan this spring. The combina-
tion of cherry blossoms and a
cheaper yen convinced them to
come, The couple are in their
carly 60s and comfortably
wealthy — exactly the type of
tourists the promoters are tar-
geting. There’s just one hitch:
They have yet to find hotel
rooms in Tokyo and Kyoto. Ap-
parently, the better hotels are
all booked up.

Hopefully we'll be able to
remedy this problem before they
have to crash on my couch.
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer j

The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer
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30

Tom had bad dreams that night. Four times he
had the gold in his hands. Four times he opened
his eyes and had nothing. When he woke up, every-
thing was like a dream. The money was likea dream.
He had never seen even half a hundred dollars
before. The day was like a dream. He decided to
talk to Huck, but not to talk about the money.
If it was a dream, Huck would not talk about it.

He found Huck fishing by the river.

“Hello, Huck!”

“Hello. Tom."

After a while, Huck said, “Tom, if we had not
put our shovels by the door, we would have that
money.”

“It was not a dream, it was not a dream! But
I almost wish that it was a dream.”

“Dream! If Indian Joe had found us, you would
know that it was not a dream!™

“We must find him! Find the money! We must
find his Number Two place. It could be the num-
ber of a house.”

“No, Tom. The houses in this village do not
have numbers.”

“Well, it’s the number of a room — in a tavern!”

“Yes! There are only two taverns here.”

“You stay here, Huck. I will go and find Num-
ber Two.”

Tom went into town. A young man was staying
in room Number Two at the first tavern.

Room Number Two was closed at the second
tavern. But Tom heard a light had been seen in
the window the night before.

Iltustrated by Kokubun Shimake

“That room is Indian Joe’s Number Two, Huck.”

“I think you are right, Tom. What shall we do?”

Tom thought, and replied: “We must wait and
try to go in at night. If you see Indian Joe, you
must follow him. If he doesn’t go to the tavern,
it can’t be his Number Two place.”

“But I am too afraid to follow him alone, Tom!”

“It'll be night. He will not see you. I bet I can
follow him if it’s dark.”

They waited for three nights. The fourth night
was very dark. Huck stayed outside to keep watch
and Tom went into the tavern. Huck waited. What
had happened to Tom?

Suddenly, Tom came running out of the tavern.

“Run! Run for your life!”

They ran out of town. It started to rain. They
ran to an empty old building and went inside.

“Huck, I was really afraid! I opened the door
and went into the room, and — Huck, I almost
stepped on Indian Joe's hand!™

“No!”

“Yes! He was sleeping on the floor. Drunk, I
think. I ran away.”

“Tom, did you see the box?"

“No. [ did not see the box. Only drink. The room
is full of drink.”
for one’s life JEIZIEV T
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Baa, Baa, Black Sheep

Baa, baa, black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, sir, yes, sir,
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Sherrie: Wow. It's like a giant vel-
vet blanket covered in dia-
monds.

Drew: Yeah, it's beautiful, isn't it?

Sherrie: Yeah, it's a little different
than Tulsa, Oklahoma. So, what
did your mom think about the
big move to L.A?

Drew: She thought it was stupid.
My dad just totally didn’t get it.”
His advice: “You're gonna fail
anyway, so why not fail closer
to home.”

Sherrie: OK. Total optimist.

Drew: What about your folks?*
What did they think of the big
move?

Sherrie: Not a whole lot really. |
was raised by my grandma.
Yeah, she, by the way, was all
for me* getting out of Oklahoma.

Drew: Really?

Sherrie: Yeah, she said to me:
“Honey, there ain't nothin’ for you
here and the last thing that | want
you to do is wind up” stuck here
like me." Man,* | adore her. You're
a nice guy, aren't you?

Drew: | try to be. Why?

Sherrie: She wanted to know. Oh,
my God, | can't believe I'm actu-
ally here. I'm so happy.
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(Singing) There's nowhere on
Earth that I'd rather be
Than holding you tenderly

Drew: /'ve been waiting for a girl
like you.

Sherrie: /'ve been waiting for a
boy like you,

Both: 7o come into my life

W HOCEFTHFXTB2A

Sherrie: Wait.

Drew: What?

Sherrie: You're gonna sing me a
song.*

Drew: Oh, no. Oh, no, no, | can't.
Sherrie.

Sherrie: You are gonna sing
whether you like it or not. Now
breathe! Don’t be nervous.

Drew: OK. This is something |
kinda® started working on after
we met last night

(Singing) Just a smalil town girl
Livin" in a lonely world
She took the midnight train
goin’ anywhere
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@ Directed by Adam Shankman, starring
Julianne Hough as Sherrie, Diego
Boneta as Drew and Tom Cruise as
Stacee Jaxx.
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Rows of houses with stepped gables, “grachten” (city canals)
busy with boats, and people on bicycles skillfully navigating
a cobbled street that runs across a slightly arched bridge. De-
spite the definite Dutch flair here, I am actually in Friedrich-
stadt — a little town in the German state of Schleswig-Holstein
near the Danish border. And indeed, it is a Dutch town, founded
by Dutch settlers almost 400 years ago in 1621. How did this
come to be?

While the Thirty Years™ War that raged from 1618 to 1648
affected southern and central Germany most severely, bitter
disputes over minute details of faith also took place in what
are today the Netherlands. Calvinism eventually prevailed there,
where it became the de facto state religion; other religious groups
faced serious disadvantages.

Meanwhile, Duke Frederick III of Holstein-Gottorp had am-
bitious plans concerning the development of trade, which was
increasingly enriching other European countries such as Spain,
Portugal, France and England, as well as the Netherlands.
Technical advances had made it increasingly feasible to drain
Wehs
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marshlands, which subsequently required people to settle in
order to develop the area further. Frederick consequently invited
the Dutch Remonstrants, one of the religious groups facing
persecution in their homeland, to settle in his realm. This was
a smart move indeed, since these weren’t poor refugees — but
an educated, hard-working lot who brought along ships loaded
with goods.

SHRETH - BURDHIE

Soon, the newly-established town of Friedrichstadt (Freder-
ick’s Town) was flourishing. By 1624, residents started build-
ing a church — the first-ever Remonstrant church building in
the world. Although it has since been rebuilt, it is the only
church of this denomination outside the Netherlands. The Re-
monstrants were also highly tolerant of other religions. Soon,
there were Mennonites, Lutherans, Catholics, and even a siz-
able Jewish community living in Friedrichstadt — not in their
respective ghettos, as often happened elsewhere, but mixed all
over town. Intermarriages were also frequent. A dark stain
on this tradition of tolerance was the Nazi years, which saw
the deportation and extinction of the Jewish community.

FIR(EH NI ERDT O T
28 Y ORI D {TH)
persecution i1

Duke ... Holstein-Gottorp 2
M7V —-FIe3mler4 v
O, 1597~1659%)

tolerance (30%)
Mennonite # /i CFRIE®R
EENTBETOF ALY bO—

enrich~ ~#& WA - {ifilizd% | realm HU W ofiH

feasible a[fiEz refugee AHiH. Card Lutheran Ji— 7 Lk (7 o 7
drain 4643, Pikds lot Af=B, Jip %4 2 FREROEIR) OIS E
marshland ki denomination ¥ sizable 2% k&%
Remonstrant L2 2 F 5> tolerant of ~ ~(ZWFHL (%l - ghetto THEOICHA EL Xk

AHYABIROER, AT BTRIATVS

T 5 i

UAPBREZEE S X2 ATYA 0B

What did not materialize, however, was Frederick’s dream
of world trade — with the ongoing Thirty Years’ War being
one reason. If it is any comfort to him, at least the town bears
his name. With about 2,500 residents during the 17th century,
Friedrichstadt was sizable for its day. Its population still remains
unchanged today, making it a lovely small town.

BEEPHY v 7 (CH-> THBREZHER

Numerous tourists who come to enjoy a look at this Dutch
town in Germany make Friedrichstadt a lively place, especially
in summer. The visitors include many Dutch tourists, as I al-
ways hear people conversing in the Dutch language. Local resi-
dents have long ceased to speak it, however — except for when
reciting the Lord’s Prayer during church service at the Remon-
strant Church.

The land surrounding the town is completely flat, with the
landscape’s highest points being the dikes that keep the waters
out during times of flooding. This makes Friedrichstadt and
its vicinity a cyclist’s paradise — just as long as you've got
the wind at your back, since it can be quite strong in these
parts. The rivers and canals around town also draw boat en-
cease to~ ~THDELHS
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thusiasts, while the numerous restaurants and outdoor cafes
attract gourmets.

An often-photographed Friedrichstadt landmark is the row
of historic houses on a large market square. Another commonly-
seen Dutch detail is that of the house markers, which were
used instead of addresses in order to identify residences. While
it would have seemed logical to use something symbolizing the
profession of a home’s residents — such as a windmill for the
miller, or a fish for the fisher — this was not necessarily the
rule. What profession would be symbolized by a cat, a squir-
rel or a parrot, I wonder? Since it takes some practice to re-
ally notice these house
markers, even though they
are in plain view, going on
a walk around Friedrich-
stadt while trying to spot
them is a fun activity to en-
gage in while exploring this
lovely town.
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Q1 : SEAFICEAERZ?

My main goal was actually to
go to China to study martial arts,
since Bruce Lee is one of my idols.
| thought it would be a good idea
to travel around Asia, so | added
Japan and Korea to my itinerary.
Iwould like to go to Osakaor Kyoto.
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by Jim Davis
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(Sean, Anne and Saori are leaving

a movie theater)

Sean: So | take it you were moved
by the movie!

Anne: Yeah, (Wiping lears) Sorry
about the waterworks.

Sean: No need to apologize.

Saori: Yeah, it was a touching film.

Anne: I'm always on the verge of
tears these days.

Sean: Aw, why?

Anne: | think it's because of the an-
niversaries of the atomic bombings
and the end of World War 1. | always
get reflective and feel conflicted
around this time of year, being an
American in Japan.

Sean: | can understand that.

Anne: But it feels like more than that
this year. You know that I've been

" YAB®YR GUEST HOUSE.
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Tokyo, as I've seen and heard, is
full of industrial/city life. But Osaka
and Kyoto are very cultural places
and are interesting to me.

Q2: BEEEDBVEHD 7

We have a lot of Japanese peo-
ple in Hawaii, so there is a good
mix of the culture there. But there
are still some differences. In Ha-
waii, we have the Aloha spirit, the
island lifestyle. There, your com-
munity is more like a family. If you
go shopping in the same areas
more than once or twice, people
will introduce themselves and talk
to you. However, in Japan people
keep things like that to a minimum.

Q3: U< LECER?

The host clubs were really
strange to me. We don't have
places like this at all in America,
places where girls just go to talk
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to guys. Also, the guys dress very
feminine, especially compared to
American guys. | just didn't know
what to think when | saw that for
the first time here.

Q4: BOHIER->TWBI ER?

I've only been here for a little
bit, but so far | would say that
going to Tokyo Skytree is my favor-
itememory. | really like high places
and mountains, so | was very ex-
cited and happy to be able to see
something like that here.

Q5 Rk e~ DR EE?
My two brothers practice martial

arts. One of them does Aikido, and
the other does Wing Chun. Grow-
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ing up seeing them practice got
me very interested in martial arts.
Knowing that your body has limits.
but that you can move past those
limits is really interesting to me.

| really want to see a sumo bout,
since it's the national sport of
Japan. I've seen it in movies and
TV, but| don'tthink that it can com-
pare to the real thing. When | de-
cided to come here, | knew that
I'd have to go see amatch at least
once.
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to several demonstrationsinrecent
manths.

Saori: Yeah.

Anne: And at these demonstrations,
| easily getoverwhelmed, like when
| see people with canes or inwheel-
chairs, or young mothers with ba-
bies on their backs or in strollers

Saori: Why?

Anne: Because | feel bad that they
feel they have to come out to
crowded, noisy protests. For those
people, it must not be an easy thing
to do.

Sean: You're probably right.

Anne: | also get emotional because
in a world where | oftentimes feel
like | don't fit in, the protests are
proof that there are lots of people
who share my views.
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- The movie star turned on the waterworks as soon as the camera was pointed
at her.

- The girl was on the verge of tears after being scolded fiercely by the teacher.
- Japanese people seem to love all those tearjerkers.
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From mechanic to kimono enthusiast
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Welcome to my brand new
column on “kimono!™ I hope
to inspire you every month with
exciting topics on traditional
Japanese clothing. First of all,
you surely want to get to know
me a little better, right? So let
me share a summary of my life
and what brought me to Japan.

Born in the late 1980s, I grew
up in northern Germany — in
a small town called Lueneburg.
Although I'm a woman, I never
showed much interest in dolls
or other stereotypical “ girls™”
toys. 1 enjoyed climbing trees
with friends, playing with cars
and building houses with Lego
bricks.

Watching my father repair his
motorbikes and car in the garage
was also one of my favorite
things to do.

In school. I got rather good
grades. However, after doing
some internships, I felt that an
office job wasn’t for me. Instead

of studying further, I decided

that I wanted to earn money
and have an independent life
early. My dream was to build
airplanes like my father, so I
got myself a job at Airbus as
an airplane mechanie.

At this point, you might al-
ready feel slightly confused. How
does a girl with no interest in
fashion move across the globe
and exchange her blue overalls
for a kimono?

Well, due to Japanese rock
music, I developed a curiosity
in Japanese language and felt
the urge to study it for fun. I
did so for a few years and natu-
rally started to get interested in
Japan itself. Whenever possible,
I used my holidays to travel to
Japan and got hooked on the
country and its people. At the
same time, I met my now-
husband in Hamburg and we
lived a few years together, then
some years apart from each
other, due to him working in
Shanghai. Later, I became curi-
ous about living abroad and
wanted to create a future with
my husband, so I gave up every-
thing in Germany, sold all my
belongings and moved to Tokyo
with a single suitcase,

LRl £ RS0l i

I knew starting from zero
wouldn’t be easy, but I was eager
to do anything at the time. For
two years I worked an office job,
only to find out that I really
couldn’t! Sitting caged in a dark

(BREGHEERH)

I discovered Hara-
Jjuku and its colorful
fashion and creativ-
ity. Being there made
me feel alive. I started
dying my hair again
like I used to when
I was a teenager.
After work and dur-
ing weekends, I
started designing and
handcrafting jewelry,
accessories and
clothing. Dreaming
of creating my own
brand, I moved on
to do creative work
on my own terms and
quit my job.

After years of trial
and error, creative
peaks and self-doubt,
I finally found my
ultimate passion: Kimono. Tt
almost felt as if T had finally
found home after a long journey.
Kimono is something which ful-
fills me completely. It is some-
thing I can talk about all day
without getting tired.

Actually, even before moving
to Japan, I wore “yukata” and
had an interest in kimono. How-
ever, I hadn’t realized its beauty
and complexity until I spent a
full day wandering around
Kyoto in a rental kimono. After
that experience, I felt the urge
to own one myself, but always
felt insecure about how to start.
“Oh, I don’t know how to wear
them. What if 1 do something

I Anji Salz
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After wearing another ki-
mono (from my mother-in-law)
at a wedding, I swore to myself’
not to make any more excuses
and bought three kimonos and
two “obi” at once, and started
to learn from there.

Just over two years have
passed, but I am embracing ki-
mono more than ever. There is
so much to learn about “wafuku™
and so much beauty, stories be-
hind the artwork and how to
wear kimono.

Currently, 1 wear kimono at
least once a week to meet friends
or go to events.

Don’t forget: Starting is al-
ways hard. but if you have the

i - room all day every day made wrong?” The fears floated determination and curiosity, you
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John: Hi, Keiko. Can you (?mtza‘ﬁr&im( ) this Wednes-
day for someone who wants to come in for an informa-
tion interview? Apparently she’s a good friend of Yumi's
cousin.

Keiko: Oh, wow. Didn’t we just have one last month?
It seems like a lot of people are using their personal
contaets to set up information interviews these days.

a
John: GRAHBSBEBSFRICHLL) now.

Keiko: That’s true, and I guess information interviews
are more effective than the traditional (7% A% ®EE).

John: Well, as long as you do it right.
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Keiko: What do you mean?

John: Well, an information interview is only a network-
ing tool. In a majority of the cases, it doesn’t directly
lead to a job.

] 2 A ;

Keiko: (&b 7)., but there is certainly potential for
it.

John: Of course. I'd say it's your chance to show what
you can’t fit in your (&x#). If you make an exceptional
impression, then the interviewer might (b&h&~%3)
provide another contact.

Keiko: Who is then more likely to directly connect the
interviewee to a job?
John: That's right.
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(1) “The Merchant of Venice” is a play by William Shakespeare, which is believed
to have been written toward the end of the 16th century.
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10) What goes around comes around
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In the foyer of my apartment
building, wedged between the
mailboxes and the stairs, is a lit-
tle shelf — you can’t miss it as
you come in the front door. Usu-
ally there are a few notices sitting
there for community events, but
from time to time books show
up there too, the implicit signal
being, “I'm done with these
books, would anyone like to have
them?”

I've never taken a book from
this randomly appearing and dis-
appearing collection (I have too
many books sitting unread in
my own apartment), but I have
left a magazine there for others
to enjoy.

I live in a pretty friendly build-
ing, where people greet each
other warmly and take pride in
the condition of their building,
but this level of anonymous shar-
ing is one of my favourite parts
of living here. Across Vancouver,
a city known for its skyline of
endless condominiums, commu-

nity ties are thin. Many people
do not know their neighbours.

DS R D HHEDHETF

But it’s precisely because of
this bleak trend that I find the
growing “Little Free Library”
movement so heartening. All
over Vancouver (and in many
other cities across the world),
small libraries have been popping
up over the past five or six years.

These mini-structures are al-
ways erected out of the initiative
of the person who owns the prop-
erty they sit on. They range in
size and scale, but are generally
small rainproof shelves that can
hold a dozen or so books, maybe
more. The idea is simply that
people in the community can
take and leave books as they
please.

The idea of book exchanges
is nothing new, and certainly not
unique to Vancouver, but the rise
of the Internet has allowed for
these underground gems to be-
come accessible to more people
— to be mapped — which is

BRI

FHEEIFLELRELTLS

precisely what Little Free Li-
brary is. At littlefreelibrary.org,
you can read all about this move-
ment, locate one near you, and
also buy a variety of different
libraries (the structures) to put
in your yard.

Obviously there is no real need
to be part of this global system
of free libraries, and many peo-
ple have simply made their own.
But let me tell you — those Lit-
tle Free Library boxes are very
sturdy and weatherproof. Just
from checking out some around
Vancouver, I can tell you it pays
to go premium.

One of the free libraries I vis-
ited that has not registered with
this network (you can tell because
they don’t have an identity num-
ber), was also not weather-
proofed, and almost all the books
inside were soggy. It could be
that the box just hasn’t been
maintained, but it was pretty

EESHTR. RONMOBICHEIATVB LN B

unappealing.

There’s another angle to these
library boxes: because they often
are anonymous, the type and
quality of book varies greatly.
Racy Harlequin novels sit next
to university tomes and “airport
fiction.” Self-help and spiritual
guides can be found next to kids
books. Sometimes, there’s some-
thing for everyone.

A well-kept little library tells
you a lot about the type of com-
munity you are in — not just
by the type of books, but by the
way the library is maintained
and even how accessible it is from
the street. There’s nothing not
to love about these boxes, and
except for a lack of geographic
space to place them, they do seem
like the kind of thing that would
work well in Japan. Why don’t
you give it a go in your home-
town? What goes around comes
around.

works in the local film & TV industry. She is originally from the Canadian Prairies,

I Jackie Hoffart is a writer-director-performer who lives in Vancouver, Canada, and

and has also lived in Germany, England and Japan. She has a cat named Darren.
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by Tim Young

X

She got married with a rich businessman.

It seems logical to use “with™ here, because getting married is
something that two people do together. However, in English we
think of “getting married” as making a connection to another
person:

How many of Tim's students
made this mistake?
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Visit http:/jwww.machigai.com
for podeast, online quiz, and more!

O She got married to a rich businessman. Tominaga Yoshiko
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Aries 3/21-

‘You're impatient to say exactly what's
‘on your mind. But words have the abil-
ity to wound, so think things through
before you speak. (be) impatient to ~
~ER{LLFD wound BMEETS

Taurus 4/21-5/21

Do you feel torn between giving a loved
‘one more freedem and holding them too
close? Being possessive will anly dvlve
them away. torn between - and .. E2d
MTHAT possessive ﬁékko)ﬂv

Gemini 5/22-6/21
Are you viewing your career through

to be more re:aiisn'c about what's going
on. through rose-colored glasses il
HIC  realistic BRI &

Cancer 6/22-7/23

Resist the temptation to be a couch po-

tato. The more proactive you are about

regular exercise and smartfood choices,
e healthier and happier you'll be.

couch potato B ARTEDNNBA
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| Leo 7/24-8/23

This week, Saturn reminds you of all your
current responsibilities and the long list
of jobs you haven't yet completed. So
put your head down, and get to work.
get to work {tEICHE Y S

Virgo 8/24-9/23

You may receive some sharp words

from a work colleague. Don't take it too

personally, though. Accept the criticism
with grace take ~ personally ~&{EA

WEERAS  with grace ¥

Libra 9/24-10/23

You have the potential to achieve a stun-

ning success, but it won't come without

plenty of elbow grease on your part.

potential f§ 3 & stunning B ¥ &

elbow grease S8 EBEH

Scorpio 10/24-11/22

Strive to be firm and yet flexible wnll
st d family member. Avoid

drawn into senseless arguments, ﬂrm

HEE LA

£h3

get drawn into ~ ~ (& &34
senseless MERL

Crossword
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Across

1. (a.) Referring te one’s background in
terms of culture, race, etc.

6. (n.)A person who isimportant or distinc-
tive in some way

8. (a.) Unpleasant in appearance

9. (n.) A formal discussion during a meet-
ing

10. (n.) A slow, sentimental, usually roman-
tic song

Down

2. (n.) A cup or other decorative object
awarded as a prize for a victory

3. (n.) A chosen candidate

4. (n.) The state or feeling of being calm
and able to control one’s feelings

5. (n.) A range of different races, cultures,
or things

7. (n)A personwho has been forced to leave
theircountryin order to escape war, natu-
ral disaster, etc.

9. (n.) A famous female singer of popular
music
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= Sagittarius 11/23-12/21
Communication is emphasized, espe-
* cially with family members and neigh-
bors. But avoid saying something rash
to a stressed relative. (be) emphasized
BB PNd rash BEL

Capricorn 12/22-1/20

This week’s stars boost your perfection-
ist side. Avoid the tendency to brood
over your mistakes and obsess about
the past. brood over - ~&RICT %
obsess about ~ ~& { L{ LEZ B

Aquarius 1/21-2/19

et If you don't capitalize on lucky opportu-
nities and influential people when they
come along, success will be fleeting.
capitalize on - ~% &M T2 influential
EWADKEL fleeting 22 DOED

Pisces 2/20-3/20

The lines between factand fantasy could
become seriously blurred. It's notagood
time to make important decisions involv-
ing work or money. line i 7 #  be-
come blurred BBEL- 3
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