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On May 19, 2009, the Department of Education announced the appointment of 
Kevin Jennings to serve as Assistant Deputy Secretary for the Office of Safe & 
Drug Free Schools.1 Jennings, a homosexual, was the founder of the Gay, 
Lesbian, and Straight Education Network (GLSEN), and served as its Executive 
Director until he stepped down in October, 2008.  
 
Jennings and the organization he founded have been the leaders in promoting a 
pro-homosexual agenda in America’s schools, beginning in kindergarten. His 
positions are extreme and narrow-minded, his rhetoric harsh and hate-filled, and 
his qualifications and ethical standards questionable at best. For all these reasons, 
Family Research Council has called upon Education Secretary Arne Duncan to 
withdraw Jennings’ appointment. Here are some key reasons why we believe 
Kevin Jennings is unfit for public service. 
 

1) Jennings’ and GLSEN’s concept of “safe schools”means special protections for 
privileged groups    (especially homosexuals), rather than safety for all. 
 
Undoubtedly the key reason why Jennings was appointed was because of 
GLSEN’s long-standing commitment to what they call “safe schools.” GLSEN 
has published “Model State Anti-Bullying & Anti-Harrasment [sic] Legislation.” 
However, it protects against “harassment” only on the basis of “distinguishing 
characteristics” such as “race, color, national origin, sex, gender, disability, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, [and] religion.”2  It does not 
even include the category which GLSEN itself has identified as the most common 
grounds for harassment: “the way they look or their body size.”3 Why not define  
“harassment” and “bullying” on the basis of the nature of the actual conduct, 
rather than the characteristics of the victim? 
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2) The Jennings/GLSEN concept of “safe schools” actually extends far beyond 
the prevention of “harassment” and “bullying” to active “affirmation” and  
“promotion” of homosexuality. 
 
In a 1995 speech, Jennings admitted that his rhetoric about “safety” was a 
political device: 
 

We immediately seized upon the opponent's calling card—
safety…[W]e automatically threw our opponents onto the 
defensive and stole their best line of attack. This framing short-
circuited their arguments and left them back-pedaling from day 
one.4  

 
In a 1997 speech, Jennings spoke openly about the desirability of actively 
“promoting” homosexuality: 
 

We were busy putting out press releases, and saying, “We’re not 
promoting homosexuality, that’s not what our program’s about. 
Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.” [But]  being finished [with our efforts] 
might some day mean that most straight people, when they would 
hear that someone was promoting homosexuality, would say 
“Yeah, who cares?” . . . That is our mission from this day forward.5 

 
In an article on the GLSEN website in 2000, an unnamed author declared that far 
from separating “safety” from the “affirmation” of homosexuality, “The pursuit 
of safety and affirmation are one and the same goal.”6  
 

3) Jennings is viciously hostile to religion. 
 
While demanding tolerance for openly homosexual teachers and students, 
Jennings seems completely unwilling to extend the slightest tolerance to those 
who may disagree with him on public policy issues. Jennings had an unhappy 
childhood which included being raised as a Southern Baptist (his father, a 
minister, died when he was young). By his senior year of high school he rejected 
religion altogether, as he described in his memoir, Mama’s Boy, Preacher’s Son: 
 

God… had done nothing but cause me pain and anguish through 
His inaction and malevolence throughout my childhood….What 
had he done for me, other than make me feel shame and guilt? 
Squat. [Scr*w] you, buddy—I don’t need you around anymore, I 
decided.7  
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Jennings’ attitude toward religion—at least toward religions with a traditional 
view of sexual ethics—seemed to have matured very little by the time he 
delivered a speech in 2000, where he said: 
 

We have to quit being afraid of the religious right. We also have to 
quit — … I'm trying to find a way to say this. I'm trying not to say, 
[F---] 'em!” which is what I want to say, because I don't care what 
they think! [audience laughter] Drop dead!8 

 
4) Jennings wants only pro-homosexual viewpoints to be tolerated in schools. 

 
Although homosexuality is obviously a controversial social issue and the subject 
of heated political debate in America today, Kevin Jennings wants only one side 
of this issue to even be aired in schools. In addition, he seems to believe in 
locking sexually confused young people into a “gay” identity, because he has no 
tolerance for those who might seek to overcome same-sex attractions: 
 

Ex-gay messages have no place in our nation’s public schools. A 
line has been drawn. There is no “other side” when you’re talking 
about lesbian, gay and bisexual students.9 

 
5) Jennings favors indoctrinating even elementary-age children in pro-

homosexual ideology. 

Kevin Jennings wrote the foreword for a book titled Queering Elementary 
Education: Advancing the Dialogue About Sexualities and Schooling.10 Among its 
essays is one by a lesbian mother who boasts of teaching her seven-year-old 
daughter to masturbate and declares that “‘queerly raised’ children are agents” 
using “strategies of adaptation, negotiation, resistance and subversion.”11 

6) By his own account, Jennings failed to protect the “safety” of a homosexual 
student he once counseled when working as a teacher. 
 
Jennings has told several conflicting versions of a story about a boy who 
approached him for counsel when Jennings was a teacher at Concord Academy 
in Massachusetts in the late 1980’s. Drawing facts from one or more of three 
separate accounts of the story, it appears that the boy may have been as young as 
15, a sophomore, a substance abuser, very troubled, and finding adult male 
sexual partners in the bus station restroom in Boston. Yet Jennings apparently 
never reported these facts to the authorities, the school administration, or the 
boy’s parents. The only step he took to protect the “safety” of this vulnerable 
teen was to say, “You know, I hope you knew to use a condom.”12  
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Some members of the National Education Association protested the decision of 
the NEA to give an award to Jennings in 2004, citing his handling of the 
“Brewster” incident as “an unethical practice.”13 Jennings14 and his lawyers15 
denied that he had violated state laws which mandate reporting of child sexual 
abuse or done anything else unethical. However, when psychologist Warren 
Throckmorton questioned officials at Concord Academy—the very school where 
Jennings had taught—about the scenario described in one of Jennings’ accounts, 
a school spokesman said that:  
 

…. such actions on the part of a student should be reported by a 
teacher to school administration. Concerning the Brewster story, 
she added: “The Dean of Students and the Head of School are 
mandated reporters who have to file a 51A with DSS [Department 
of Social Services] in a situation such as this.”16 
 

Jennings’ behavior in this instance calls into question his commitment to truly 
“safe schools.” 
 

7) Jennings’ own youthful drug use calls into question his suitability for 
promoting “drug-free schools.” 
 
At several points in his memoir, Mama’s Boy, Preacher’s Son, Jennings describes 
his own use of marijuana while in high school and college. At no point does he 
express regret for this behavior or an awareness of its potential risks, and the wry 
tone in which he speaks of it suggests that he finds the use of marijuana, a 
dangerous “gateway” drug, to be more amusing than troubling. Following is an 
excerpt from just one of these accounts: 
 

I got stoned more often and went out to the beach at Bellows, 
overlooking Honolulu Harbor and the lights of the city, to drink 
with my buddies on Friday and Saturday nights, spending hours 
watching the planes take off and land at the airport, which is 
actually quite fascinating when you are drunk and stoned.17 

 
Conclusion 
 
This record shows that Kevin Jennings has neither the temperament nor the 
ethical standards needed for public service. His history suggests a commitment 
to preserving the “safety” of only one narrow part of the student population, not 
all students. He is unfit for the post to which he’s been assigned, and Secretary 
Duncan should withdraw his appointment at once. 
 
*** 
Peter Sprigg is senior fellow for policy studies at Family Research Council. 
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