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MEXT/JSPS Joint International Project “Comprehensive Re- sity of Zurich, Switzerland (Professor Raji Steineck). The
search of Japanese Buddhist Objects in European Museums symposium consisted of reports by artists and curators of
and their Impact on the European Image of Japan” museums and art museums of Europe - our partners in this
International Symposium research — on th;:ir ges;arch resultsf tlcl) date. It als}? proved

. . . an opportunity for debate among fellow researchers. Lo-
Japane.se Buddhist ijeCts m Elll‘Op ean cal collaborator was the Adam Mickiewicz University,
Collections and Their Impact on the Eu- Department of Oriental Studies, Poznan, Poland (Profes-

ropean Image of Japan sor Maciej Kanert). The three days were devoted entirely

to the topic of Japanese Buddhist art, with participants’
Date: Monday, 4 June — Wednesday, 6 June 2012 fervent discussion and appraisal of works of art continuing

Sponsors: Hosei University Research Center for International after dinner and way into the night. The 35 presentations
Japanese Studies; University of Zurich, Depart- given at the symposium, as well as reports by scholars
ment of East Asian Studies: Japanology; Adam unable to attend, will be published in the form of a final
Mickiewicz University (Poznan University), De- report in English at the end of the fiscal year 2012. We also

partment of Oriental Studies
Venue: Patac Lochow, Poland

plan to introduce the achievements of this symposium at a
public lecture meeting at Hosei University Ichigaya Cam-

The three days from 4-6 June saw an international pus on Saturday, 17 November 2012.

symposium held on the theme of “Japanese Buddhist
Objects in European Collections and Their Impact on the
European Image of Japan” at the conference room of Patac
Lochow located in the suburbs of Warsaw, in conjunction
with the Department of East Asian Studies of the Univer-

Report by: Josef KREINER (Staff Member, Hosei University
Research Center of International Japanese Studies; Pro-
fessor and Special Adviser, Hosei University Planning
and Strategy Division)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Proj- Period Records of Earthquakes in Writing and Illustra-
ect: Research Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-conscious- tion”, “The Activities of Hiraga Gennai”, and “External
ness’: from Ancient to Early Modern Eras” Relations and Publishing Censorship During the First
Half of 19th Century”. The overall discussion then led to
a debate on the issues surrounding Japan-consciousness.
Questions raised included “Our focus is critical move-
ments that we sense directly, but how were national crises,
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade and movements that we cannot sense, understood?”, “What
Tower 26F Conference Room A subject understood national crises?”, “In what kind of situ-

Chair:  TANAKA Yuko (Professor, Faculty of Social ation do crigis and Japan-consciousness unite?”, and “Is
Sciences, Hosei University) Japan-consciousness rather a compound of feelings of su-

periority and inferiority towards the external?” This sym-

Symposium
“Times When We Perceive ‘Japan
Date:  Friday, 9 March 2012, 11:00-17:30

299

Hosei University Research Center for International posium was the final product of research activity during
Japanese Studies Approach 1 Symposium: “Times When 2011, but was also significant in determining the direction
We Perceive ‘Japan’”, was held in Conference Room A of of activity in 2012.

Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade Tower 26F
on Friday, 9 March. In this symposium, “Japan-conscious- Report by: SUZUMURA Yusuke (Visiting Academic

ness” was examined in the 4 research reports: “Watsuji
Tetsuro’s Criticism of the Theory of National Ethics”, “Edo

Researcher, Hosei University Research Center for
International Japanese Studies)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided)
Project: Research Approach 2 “Establishment of Modern
‘Japan-consciousness’”

Mitsubishi Foundation Research Grant: “Oka Masao
in the Formation of Japanese Ethnology”

International Symposium

“Oka Masao:
The Origins of Japanese Ethnology”

Date: Saturday, 10 - Sunday, 11 March 2012

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade
Tower 26F Sky Hall

Chair:  Josef KREINER (Staff Member, Hosei Univer-
sity Research Center for International Japanese
Studies; Professor and Special Adviser, Planning
and Strategy Division)

Research Approach 2 and Mitsubishi Foundation
held an international symposium over two days. We heard
presentations from three scholars from Germany, two
from Austria, and ten from scholars from Japan including
those from Hosei University. There were around 200 par-
ticipants from Japan and abroad.

Oka Masao (1898-1982) established ethnology in Ja-

pan. He attended school in Matsumoto, Nagano pref., and
after graduating from Tokyo Imperial University in litera-
ture and social science, he participated in the conversation
circle of Yanagita Kunio. Inspired by Origuchi Shinobu’s
theory of “marebito (visiting deities)”, his first acclaim
came with the essay, [jin sonota (Strangers and Other Top-
ics). He travelled to Vienna on a Shibusawa Keizo scholar-
ship, and studied under Wilhelm Schmidt, Wilhelm Kop-
pers, and Robert von Heine-Geldern. In 1933 he received
his doctorate with Kulturschichten in Alt-Japan (Cultural
Strata in Ancient Japan). This great work proposes that
Japanese culture is a conglomeration of different cultures
and has multi-faceted origins. It will be published this
year for the first time. This symposium intended to mark
its publication, and was an attempt at an overall evaluation
of Oka’s scholarship and the development of ethnology in
Japan, and its influence upon the reform of Japanese stud-
ies in Europe.

Report by: Josef KREINER (Staff Member, Hosei Univer-
sity Research Center for International Japanese Stud-
ies; Professor and Special Adviser, Hosei University
Planning and Strategy Division)
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Hosei University Institute for Sustainability Research and less, strength-giving “words” have been sought that would
Education, and Research Center for International Japanese help people to pick themselves up and strive forwards. To
Studies this end, Miyazawa Kenji’s Ame ni mo makezu (Be not
International Symposium Defeated by the Rain) has once more been given attention.

Modern society and that of the Taisho and Showa eras,

Thinking Now, One year after 3.11 in which Kenji lived, differ not just in respect of lifestyle

“Why are we l‘eading Be not Defeated but also people’s emotions, yet the relationship remains
by the Rain?” unchanged between humans and nature, despite change
in era or difference in scale of natural disaster. What we

Date: Tuesday, 20 March 2012, 9:00-17.30 should learn from our experience of the Great Earthquake
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade is our need to take steps in rethinking our relationship
Tower 26F Sky Hall with nature. That process ought not stop with Japan, but
Sponsors: Hosei University Research Center for Interna- become shared knowledge and experience of the human
tional Japanese Studies; Institute for Sustain- race. For this reason, themes were chosen for this sym-

ability Research and Education posium by representatives of each country that gave sug-

gestions for “learning and wisdom of suffering” and that
could contribute to the history of human development and
civilization.

International symposium, “Post-Earthquake: Ques-
tions Now Asked” was held jointly by Hosei University
Research Center for International Japanese Studies and
Hosei University Institute for Sustainability Research and
Education on 20 March. Since the Great East Japan Earth-
quake, people have been overwhelmed by their powerless-
ness in the face of this unprecedented disaster. Neverthe-

Report by: WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: research meeting was conducted in private. Their thoughts
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: on the symposium gave it a favourable evaluation: the pre-
in East Asia” sentations were abundant in content and high in quality,
East Asian Culture Research Meeting: Special Research and the symposium was prepared meticulously.

Meeting Regarding post-earthquake Japan, they highlighted

. . T the action taking place of searching for photographs in
View of Japan under Change‘ Dlalog the devastated areas, and praised this attempt to preserve

between Fellow Thinkers in East Asia people’s memories. A voice was also raised expressing the

wish to research Japanese “revival culture”.
Date: Wednesday, 21 March 2012, 9:00-12:00

Lo . . ; e A common recognition in the conversation between
Venue:  Hosei University Ichigaya Campus '58 Building the East Asians present on this occasion was the desire to
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter-

; - : think and act together over the building of a community of
national Japanese Studies Seminar Room

. 3 . . . life. An actual proposal was made: the production of a dic-
Chair:  WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re- tionary of Japanese-Chinese-Korean philosophy in order
search Center for International Japanese Stud-

° to create a mutual cultural base. Investment in education
ies) was also emphasized.

The 4 participants of the special research meeting It was hoped that the East Asian Conversation will be

were Professor KIM Yong-hwan (Director, Korean Con- held this autumn in Korea, and then continue to be held in
ference of Education in Logic, and Professor, Chungbuk China, America and Japan.

National University), Professor CHANG Yi-hsiang (Di-

rector, World Medicine Institute), Professor JIA Huixuan Report by: KIM Young Mi (Academic Researcher, Hosei
(former Professor of Peking University) and Mr. LEI Gang University Research Center for International Japa-

(Editing Section, Chongqing Publishing Group), and the nese Studies)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Proj- presentation focussed on the hikifuda (advertising handbills)
ect: Research Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-conscious- that were circulated throughout Japan by Hiraga Gennai in
ness”: from Ancient to Early Modern Eras” order to gather exhibits. The conclusion became clear that
8th Research Meeting Yakuhin-e were not just occasions for admiring collected
“ . . . 9 items; neither did they stop at mere evaluation of the objects

Japan-conscmusness Seen in Yakuhin-e displayed. We discussed the historical value of Gennai’s
Presenter: KAWASAKI Eiko (Academic Researcher, Hosei handbills: this surpassed any value as advertisements,

University Research Center for International rather their value lay in their suggestion of the inner truth of
Japanese Studies) the organisation and arrangement of Yakuhin-e, which re-

Date: Saturday, 21 January 2012, 13:30-16:00 vealed more than the primary purpose of these meetings. At
Venue:  Hosei UI;iversity Ichigayaj Campus '58 Building the Yakuhin-e venue, specialists increased their knowledge

2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter- through the objects on display, and after the event, lively
national Japanese Studies Seminar Room exchange ensued between scholars that reached across re-

Chair:  TANAKA Yuko (Professor, Faculty of Social gional boundaries. We can thus say that Yakuhin-e were re-
Sciences, Hosei University) sponsible for deepening and broadening the image of Japan
held by each of those scholars.
This research meeting aimed to reveal the signifi-

cance, from the perspective of ‘Japan-consciousness’, of Report by: KAWASAKI Eiko (Academic Researcher,
Yakuhin-e (“Pharmacopaeic Assemblies”, or “plant and ani- Hosei University Research Center for International
mal expositions”) that were held during the Edo period. My Japanese Studies)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Proj- tion investigated his international view, to find that his atti-
ect: Research Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-conscious- tude towards Japan revealed a form of Japan-consciousness.
ness’: from Ancient to Early Modern Eras” Onoduka was inspired by Darwin’s theory of evolution
1st Research Meeting of 2012 that prolposed that an excess of p(;)pulation would lead to a
. . “struggle for existence”. He joined the group of “Seven Pro-

“Struggle for Existence by Nations” and fessofrg;g” in urging the goverﬂlment to c%mn?ence the Russo-
“Democratic Governance”: Onoduka Japanese War, from the viewpoint of support for continental
KihEiji’S International View and Japan expansion on the grounds of “overpopulation”, as well as
calling for the establishment of “democratic governance”

Presenter: HARUNA Nobuo (Adjunct Lecturer, Chukyo in order to create the national unity required for long-term
University and the Open University of Japan) survival in the “struggle for existence by nations”. His ideas

Date: Saturday, 30 June 2012, 16:00-18:00 echoed the thought of the contemporary Society for Social
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus 'S8 Building Policy that pursued “imperialism and social policy”, and
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter- furthermore, through the mediation of his pupils, he con-

national Japanese Studies Seminar Room tributed to the preparations for, and the justification of, the

Chair: TANAKA Yuko (Professor, Faculty of Social all-powerful war administration under the “Fifteen Year
Sciences, Hosei University) War”. In these respects and others, his influence can be con-

o i i h hroni iachroni .
Onoduka Kiheiji is known as the advocator of “de- sidered great in both synchronic and diachronic terms

mocracy” who was named by Yoshino Sakuzo his “first
benefactor”, and also as a political scholar who stood at the
“headstream of Japanese political history”. This presenta-

Report by: HARUNA Nobuo (Adjunct Lecturer, Chukyo
University and the Open University of Japan)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) ology”

Project: Research Approach 2 “Establishment of Modern Professor Takeda studied under Yanagita Kunio at the

‘Japan-consciousness’” Institute of Folklore Studies, and was the first to educate

1st Research Meeting of 2012 university students at a national university in Japanese
. . . folklore studies when the “Historical Methodology” Re-

“Contributions of Folklore Studies and search Room, later the Folklore Studies Researclig}llioom,

Ethnology” was newly established at Tokyo University of Education in

1952. Contemporary professors at the University of Edu-
cation included leading scholars in the fields of ethnology
and cultural anthropology, and a shared consciousness of
3 ) ] : . folklore studies and ethnology - unseen elsewhere - was
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade clearly expressed in both teaching and research.

) Tower 25F Conference Room B o Students included overseas students, many from Ko-
Chair:  Josef KREINER (Staff Member, Hosei Univer- rea, and graduates were later active in their own countries

sity Research Center for International Japanese
Studies; Professor and Special Adviser, Planning

Presenter: TAKEDA Akira (Professor Emeritus, Ibaraki
and Soka Universities)
Date: Friday, 25 May 2012, 14:00-18:00

and regions. Joint Japan-Korea research was carried out
in collaboration with the Korean Conference for Folk-

and Strategy Division) lore Studies. In its nurturing of research in comparative

Research Approach 2 held its research meeting, folklore in Asia, Tokyo University of Education’s activity
“Contributions of Folklore Studies and Ethnology”, on 25 differed from the scholarship that followed the Yanagita
May. tradition of mono-national folklore studies.

We welcomed Professor Takeda Akira, Professor
Emeritus of Ibaraki University and Soka University, who Report by: Josef KREINER (Staff Member, Hosei Univer-
spoke on the theme of “Research and Education in Folk- sity Research Center for International Japanese Stud-
lore Studies at the former Tokyo University of Education: ies; Professor and Special Adviser, Hosei University
from the Start to the End of Classes in Historical Method- Planning and Strategy Division)
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DOBEIZTONMDEARGHRELODTVL D, RmEET T, 2010858
3. 8 THAMEDLEFRMANDRVE] RS
BEXGH (&) oxfbe (1B O FEICSIFEEE
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Bigt) REmE. 2004 F

1999 F 4 B (GREHE 2 B EHAFREBERFIERR) ]
Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: “imperialism”, and considers changes in education about
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: Japan in the post-war period through the concepts of “de-
in East Asia” mocratization” and “informatization”. It is a systematic

book suitable for those studying the history of education
about modern Japan.

I proposed the following observations regarding Jap-
anese education in China. (1) There is a need for research-

10th East Asian Culture Research Meeting of 2011
Possibilities for Japanese Education:
Zang Peihong’s History of Modern

Japanese Education ers of Japan in China to conduct conversational research.
(2) Researchers of Japan in China require a “comparative”

Presenter: LIU Di (Associate Professor, Kyorin University) research focus. (3) Japanese research necessitates “two

Date: Wednesday, 11 January 2012, 18:00-20:00 subjectivities”.

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus '58 Building Now in the second decade of 21st century, Japanese
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter- research in China has reached a great turning point. That
national Japanese Studies Seminar Room is to say, “Japanese research” continues to disseminate

Chair:  WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re- from a field dominated by “Japanese researchers” into in-
search Center for International Japanese Studies) dividual research fields. Amidst this trend, the important

test for the future will be how “Japanese researchers” in
China re-determine each research domain and re-establish
their identity.

This book is a noteworthy achievement in the field
of the history of Japanese education in China. The author
conducts an analysis focussing on the influence that poli-
tics has exerted upon education about modern Japan. He
develops analysis of the history of education in Meiji and
early Showa using the two keywords, “militarianism” and

Report by: LIU Di (Associate Professor, Kyorin University)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: spoke on the subject of “Shanghai as Centre of the New
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: World: ‘Crown of the East” China Pavilion at the Shanghai
in East Asia” Expo”. The lecture was conducted in French, with Pro-
1st East Asian Culture Research Meeting of 2012 fessor Abiko Shin as Chair, and interpretation given by
. Dr. Sugimoto Tsuyoshi, Hosei University Lecturer. The
“Shanghal as Centre of the New World: lecturegfocussed 0);1 the “China Pavilion’}j, or “Crown of
‘Crown of the East’ China Pavilion at the East” that was exhibited at the Shanghai International
. 2] Exposition held in 2010, and commented on its cultural
the Shanghal EXpO and symbolic significance. It considered the point “how
Presenter: Aurélie Névot (Le Centre national de la recher- modern China is positioned in the world” through com-
che scientifique, France) mentary on the symbolic and cultural elements of the
Date: Thursday, 12 April 2012, 18:35-21:15 ‘Crown of the East’. By using analysis of cultural symbols
Venue:  Hosei University Ichigaya Campus '58 Building as its method, it displayed thoroughly the characteristics
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter- of French cultural anthropology. This was an experimental
national Japanese Studies Seminar Room and ambitious approach that led participants to exchange
Chair:  ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re- opinions in French, Chinese and Japanese languages, and
search Center for International Japanese Stud- in this way, was significant in offering new aspects of

ies; Professor, Faculty of Literature) method and potential to international Japanese studies.

Greeting: WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re-

search Center for International Japanese Studies) Report by: SUZUMURA Yusuke (Visiting Academic Re-

searcher, Hosei University Research Center for Inter-

The 1st East Asian Culture Research Meeting of national Japanese Studies)

2012 welcomed anthropologist and researcher at Le Centre
national de la recherche scientifique, Aurélie Névot, who
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: as local staff of the Nagasaki Bugyo (magistrate’s office),
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: but the 7otsuji, translators of Chinese, also took on work
in East Asia” managing trade. Totsuji started by hiring Chinese people

2nd East Asian Culture Research Meeting of 2012 resident in Nagasaki, and the post was hereditary. With

« . . expanding trade, this was systemized and a Totsuji Bureau
Nagasakl Translators of Chinese and was set up. The scale of the organization was unusually
their Descendents”

large even in worldwide terms. Another important role of
Totsuji was in the collection of information from overseas
vital to the Bakufu (government), as they were present
and working on that frontline. Also, as they were familiar
with matters pertaining to China, they acted as a bridge
for the spread and reception of Chinese culture. When the
Bakuhan administration eventually crumbled, so too did
the Totsu system. However, riding the wave of a new era,
many of those involved utilized their former skills to carve
new roles, for example, in diplomatic, educational and
economic fields.

Presenter: CHEN Donghua (Representative Director, As-
sociation for Nagasaki-China History)

Date: Wednesday, 30 May 2012, 18:30-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus '58 Building
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter-
national Japanese Studies Seminar Room

Chair:  WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies)

In early modern period Japan, Nagasaki was the only
window for trade with China, Portugal and Holland, and as
such, greatly prospered. It was sustained by its translators
of Chinese and Dutch. They were employed in translation

Report by: CHEN Donghua (Representative Director, As-
sociation for Nagasaki-China History)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: resent Korean phonology, as the Korean language lacked
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: its own writing system. Chinese characters were also the
in East Asia” essential elements which permitted the enlargement of the

Korean lexicography and brought to Korean a large quan-

3rd East Asian Culture Research Meeting > I Hote
tity of new words which were lacking in the language.

“Chinese Loan Words in Korean Lan- Later, during the 19th Century, the Japanese of the Meiji
guage and the Influence of the Japanese Period produced a large number of new terms which were
Lexicon” then borrowed by both Korea and China. A second phase
of borrowing began in the middle of the 1950s when the

Presenter:Olivier BAILBLE (Post-doctoral Researcher, United States intervened on the side of the United Na-
Chinese Language Studies, Peking University) tions during the Korean War (1950-53). The first part of

Date: Wednesday, 27 June 2012, 18:30-21:15 the present study examines the major phases of Chinese
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus '58 Building borrowings on the Korean peninsula, from the period of
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter- the four garrisons of the Han Dynasty in China until the

national Japanese Studies Seminar Room language-cleansing policy conducted by Kim I1-S6ng in

Chair:  WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re- North Korea during the 1960s. In the second part, this
search Center for International Japanese Studies) study will proceed to a synchronic analysis of Sino-Ko-

rean words which will allow us to understand how these
words of Chinese origin have evolved in modern Korean.
A lexical analysis, in particular a study of loan words by
subject area, will allow us to observe the nature of Chi-
nese cultural influences as well as Japanese influences.

Korean lexicology is characterized by many foreign
elements that have gradually become integral components
of the language. For many centuries, Korea was politi-
cally and culturally subordinate to the cultural influence
of China. As a consequence, the first wave of these “lin-
guistic borrowings” was almost entirely Chinese and was
realized through the use of Chinese written characters.
These characters were actually used as a means to rep-

Report by: Olivier BAILBLE (Post-doctoral Researcher,
Chinese Language Studies, Peking University)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: They are: 1) Anti-Chinese feeling and national isola-
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: tion of early 19th century. 2) Sense of crisis during the
in East Asia” 1840s and 50s. 3) “Consciousness of Western Affairs” dur-

ing 1860s to 80s: the Western Affairs movement in China,

4th East Asian Culture Research Meeting vS.  MOvel
Meiji Restoration in Japan, and the civilization movement

Comparlson of International Conscious- in Korea. 4) Competitive consciousness of the 1890s: Chi-
ness in East Asian Countries of the 19th nese semi-colonisation, Japanese imperialism, and Korean
colonisation.
Century Historical enlightenment begins with choosing the
Presenter: WANG Xiaoqiu (Professor, Department of His- right direction for development, through clear understand-
tory, Peking University; Deputy Director, His- ing of world trends and historical currents. It necessitates
tory of China-Japan Relations Conference) an international consciousness of independence, equality,
Date: Wednesday, 11 July 2012, 18:30-20:30 friendship and cooperation, without arrogance or humil-
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade ity, xenophobia or blind adoration towards other countries.
Tower 25F Conference Room B This leads to continual reform and advancing prosperity.
Chair:  WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re- Reforms relying on foreign strength will achieve neither
search Center for International Japanese Studies) true independence nor progress, and invasion and sup-

pression of foreign lands, neither true liberty nor wealth.
Peaceful negotiation and promotion of equal advantages,
and increased exchange and cooperation in pursuit of
shared development: this is the only right direction within
international relations in East Asia.

“International consciousness” means observation and
acknowledgement of global situations, international rela-
tions and foreign affairs, as well as judgement and evalua-
tion based on these. It exerts influence over a national gov-
ernment’s diplomatic strategy, as well as domestic policy
and revolutionary direction. Here I consider, analyse and
compare international consciousness in East Asian coun-
tries during the 19th century in 4 stages.

Report by: WANG Xiaoqiu (Professor, Department of His-
tory, Peking University; Deputy Director, History of
China-Japan Relations Conference)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: The presentation undertook three comparisons between
Research Approach 4 “Triangulation of ‘Japan-conscious- Japan and African countries: (1) context of the moderniza-
ness”: into the Future” tion process, (2) role of the bearer of modernization, and
4th Study Meeting (3) role of the system in modernization. It became clear

that Japan’s modernization was by no means a product of

Blllldlng a Modern Nation: Transcend- a miracle, but was achieved by challenging what might

ing Erasina Comparison of MeIJI J apan seem the obstacles to modernization — limited land space,
and Present—day Africa from the African excess population, lack of natural resources - and through

. . skilful utilization of these obstacles. African countries,
VleWPOIIlt Professor Loada suggests, need to learn modernization
Presenter: Augustin LOADA (Professor, Faculty of Law, from Japan as regard Max Weber bureaucratic structure,

total merit system, and popularizing of education. Refer-
ence was made to Meiji era Japan for solving the problem

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade faqed by African cour}tries, (,)f “l.lO.W to .deve.lopz,usin.g
Tower 25F Conference Room B universal methods whilst maintaining diversity”. This

Chair:  ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re- analysis attempt not only entai}efi‘p.ractical research of Ja-
search Center for International Japanese Stud- pan, but also revealed the posmblht}es of mqtual .exchange
ies; Professor, Faculty of Literature) between Japan and African countries, and in this respect

’ ’ was most advantageous.

University of Ougadougou)
Date: Tuesday, 13 March 2012, 18:30-20:20

This occasion welcomed Professor Augustin Loada
of the Faculty of Law, University of Ougadougou in Report by: SUZUMURA Yusuke (Visiting Academic
Brukina Faso, who spoke on the title, “Building a Modern Researcher, Hosei University Research Center for
Nation: Transcending Eras in a Comparison of Meiji Ja- International Japanese Studies)
pan and Present-day Africa from the African Viewpoint”.
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ZLDEAFRANTESTHWAIESE WA D TKHEH ROMENREZILTEHEVNDIRTH, BRDHBI L
ICHREN S ATEH ZXRIC. TTICHHHEN ThHdEEZSNT
fo NHK DSB8 % 5o dr i < BRI RRSUEDERRD
BRELVOHICIEE S0, REWGEY 0 (FEEHE . 851y 0%
A%, TLT. TS5 LIcEdd. EREEAZEWNSH (EBAZEREAPHRRESFHHRES) ]

Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: Director of Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
Research Approach 4 “Triangulation of ‘Japan-conscious- tional Japanese Studies, Professor Abiko Shin was in the
ness’: into the Future”. Chair, and interpretation was provided by Pat Savage of
Ist Study Meeting gi)kyto ltjniversitylf of éhbe z?\IrI‘[;KThe Kprezer}ztatl(']on analyzgd

. e strategy employed by in Kouhaku Utagassen by
‘Let’s Connect Thl‘Ollgh Songs’: Performlng referring to the 3 points: “Nation-building”, “Quasi-inti-
the Nation in NHKs Kouhaku Utagassen macy” and “Performing Community”. The resulting ideal-

ized creation brings to its viewers an “idealized Japan”,
tieing together concepts such as the “irretrievable past”
and “nostalgic fatherland” with the television programme.
It was suggested that in so doing NHK uses Kouhaku
>ty ; X . Utagassen as a tool for enacting a “united Japan”. This
Venue:  Hosei University Ichigaya Campus °58 Building examination of NHK’s hidden strategy, within what is
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter- familiar to many Japanese as “The New Year’s Eve broad-

. national Japanese Studies S ) cast: Kouhaku Utagassen”, was an experimental task that
Chair:  ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re- went beyond the aim of a “rediscovery of hidden meaning
search Center for International Japanese Stud- within mass culture”. It was also significant in its attempt

Presenter: Shelley BRUNT (Lecturer, School of Media and
Communication, Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology)

Date: Thursday, 5 July 2012, 18:30-20:40

ies; Professor, Faculty of Literature) to broaden the research focus of research in international
On this occasion we welcomed Lecturer at the School Japanese studies.
of Media and Communication of Royal Melbourne Insti-
tute of Technology, Shelley Brunt, who spoke on the title, Report by: SUZUMURA Yusuke (Visiting Academic
‘Let’s Connect Through Songs™ Performing the Nation Researcher, Hosei University Research Center for
in NHK’s Kouhaku Utagassen. The presentation and the International Japanese Studies)

question and answer session were conducted in English.
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Project: Cultures, who spoke on the “Japanese collection of the
Research Approach 4 “Triangulation of ‘Japan-conscious- Naprstek Museum, Prague: Central European View of Tra-
ness’: into the Future”. ditional Japanese Art”. The presentation, as well as ques-
MEXT/JSPS Joint International Project “Comprehen- tions and answers, were conducted in English. Chair for
sive Research of Japanese Buddhist Objects in Euro- the occasion was Professor Abiko Shin of the Faculty of
pean museums and their impact on the European image Literature and Director of HIJAS, and interpretation was
of Japan” given by Suzumura Yusuke of HIJAS. After an overview
2nd Study Meeting of the history of the Naprstek Museum and of its founder,
J apanese Collection of the Naprstek Vojta Naprstek, we heard the story of Joe Hloucha, collec-

. tor as well as donator of the most important works in the
Museum’ Prague' Central European Japanese collection of Naprstek Museum. We were then

View of Traditional Japanese Art introduced to the museum’s Japanese collection, which

Presenter: Helena GAUDEKOVA (Curator, Naprstek Mu- 1nclqded an explanation of the CD ROM-based .catalogue
. . . published by the museum. Through tracing the lives of in-
seum of Asian, African and American Cultures)

Date: Wednesday, 18 July 2012, 18:30-20:40 dividuals linked to the story of Naprstek Museum, the pre-

. . . . . ) o sentation shone light on how the museum was established,
Venue:  Hosei Umver§ ity I.chlgaya Campus "58 Building how its aims and plans were formed, and how Japan was
2F Hosei University Research Center for Inter- ’

. . understood. Such a focus upon one museum location
national Japanese Studies

Chair:  ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re- proved a very meaningful exercise.
search Center for International Japanese Stud-

ies: Professor, Faculty of Literature) Report by: SUZUMURA Yusuke (Visiting Academic

Researcher, Hosei University Research Center for
We welcomed Ms Helena Gaudekova, Curator at International Japanese Studies)
the Naprstek Museum of Asian, African and American
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Visit to the Center by Professor Augus- pan the previous day, 1st February, on invitation from the

. . . Japan Foundation. He will stay for one and a half months,
tin LOADA Oi: the UIllVCl’Slty of Ouga- conducting research as a Visiting Researcher of the Cen-
dOllgOll, Brukina Faso ter, and he honoured us with an advance visit. His research

theme will be the birth of a modern state in Japan, and the
Meiji Restoration. He talked about his wish to discover re-
sults that would benefit future nation-building in Brukina

Presenter: Thursday, 2 February 2012, 12:00-
Venue: Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies (HIJAS)

Faso.
Professor Augustin Loada from the Faculty of Law, ) ) _ ) )

the State University of Ougadougou located in Ougadou- Report by: ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re-
gou, the capital of Brukina Faso in West Africa, visited search Center for International Japanese Studies;
the Center on 2nd February. Professor Loada arrived in Ja- Professor)
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