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TAKEDA CASTLE RUINS

The reins of Takeda castle {also known os Toratuso castie] are located ar e top al
Kojosan Mausrain (353moveriooking vhe town of Takedn in Wadayame, northermn Hyogo
prefectum:.

Built during the fepdy] Senpokn periad (1477-1568) by Mochitoys Yamane, Tokeda caslle
indally secved Az a wempordry, sicniegically lochied. defense indallalion againse dhe many
daimyo [warlordsh Aightmge For posne al the Gme,

In the lairer half af the 16th century, Koighira Hidenara Hushibe regeived onders From
Hideyosh Tovotomi o invade Tapooa, Making use af e exigig castle, he undermook the
construction of g aew one. Himhide Akamatsu. bawked by Hideyoshi who had conguersd
the area, campleted the consirucion of ihe structure oF which the Tondagion emains sil|
The completed castle, o foemidable Jortress. covered & surfacs drea of approximane|y
1¥H0m, extending <4U00m Eroin morth bo voulh and MO0 &6 00 west.

The wall: and foundution of the castle were huill osing patural, uncut sEane and male
el lenl wse ol e mouitain's 2eoeriplica] featuces, The nalural wetaces and vanmalions o
clehvation acted ws sinirs and 15 divisions within 1he castle. The castls tower was
constaecied oo the highest grounds, This mnigpe style of architectnee 15 called anoryn snd
ensurzs efficienl wse of the availoble spice aml muatenals.

Takedao castle™s 1okt inhabianl was Hirphide Akgmalsy. Akamaise, o friend of Scika
Fujiveara [responsible for the intredocton and development of modern Coesfucian
philosophics), was pranced the opportunity (o study under the Xoman confucianist Kanhan.
u prisoner of the Batthe of Keicho (15%7) . A5 8 reward for his cffores in the writing of the
honk Shishg Cookyo and i the ¢ boramon of a sunre. Akamatsy had Keicho reheassd and
organised for him tw relurn 1 b homelund . This wetl-koown snd symbolic gestore is olsn
wrilten about in The Chranicle of Kenyo.

As lord af the casthe, Huohide gromnoted Jgnculiune and sericulloce in the arcu and fouwnded
the castle town of Takeda. [amows for the guality of its silk produers. He was sespected by
the people of the town ond was aften referred e 2s "4 man of the peaple”, Fastivals wens
held celebrating the ¢aslle and the leachimgs of Seika Fujiwara; which haye stnee been
possed doMm oM measratsd 1o seneration.

The rwiny ofF Takeda castle represent an imporant panl of lapanese history end were
officially lised a Jupaoese Hisrarivil site on September 8. 1942 It is hoped thal the people
of Wadayama will coalywe 1o work togetbier in preseryeng this voluable historical relic for
ihe benetfac nml ejoyiment of our futuce eeoerotions.
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