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Very gently he pushed apart the sliding-screens 

that separated his room from the main apartment; 
and he saw, by the light of the lantern, five 
recumbent bodies -- without heads! For one 
instant he stood bewildered,-- imagining a crime. 
But in another moment he perceived that there 
was no blood, and that the headless necks did not 
look as if they had been cut. Then he thought to 
himself: --"Either this is an illusion made by 
goblins, or I have been lured into the dwelling of 
a RokuroKubi. . . .” 
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He heard voices talking in the grove; and he 

went in the direction of the voices, -- stealing 
from shadow to shadow, until he reached a good 
hiding-place. Then, from behind a trunk, he 
caught sight of the heads, -- all five of them, -- 
flitting about, and chatting as they flitted. 
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 ‘Now I’m opening out like the largest 
telescope that ever was! Good-bye, feet!’ (for 
when she looked down at her feet, they seemed to 
be almost out of sight, they were getting so far 
off). 

‘Oh, my poor little feet, I wonder who will put 
on your shoes and stockings for you now dears?’ 
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But, when the hush of the night was at its 

deepest, there noiselessly entered a Shape, vague 
and vast; and in the same moment Muso found 
himself without power to move or speak. He saw 
that Shape lift the corpse, as with hands, and 
devour it, more quickly than a cat devours a rat, -- 
beginning at the head, and eating everything: the 
hair and the bones and even the shroud. And the 
monstrous Thing, having thus consumed the body, 
turned to the offerings, and ate them also. Then it 
went away, as mysteriously as it had come.  
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(The Story of 
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Then came sounds of feet hurrying, and 

screens sliding, and rain-doors opening, and 
voices of women in converse. By the language of 
the women HoIchi knew them to be domestics in 
some noble household; but he could not imagine 
to what place he had been conducted. 

(
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) 
 
There he thought that many great people were 

assembled: the sound of the rustling of silk was 
like the sound of leaves in a forest. He heard also 
a great humming of voices, -- talking in 
undertones; and the speech was the speech of 
courts. 

(
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At last, as they were returning to the temple by 
way of the shore, they were startled by the sound 
of a biwa, furiously played, in the cemetery of the 
Amidaji. Except for some ghostly fires -- such as 
usually flitted there on dark nights -- all was 
blackness in that direction. But the men at once 
hastened to the cemetery; and there, by the help 
of their lanterns, they discovered HoIchi,--sitting 
alone in the rain before the memorial tomb of 
Antoku Tenno, making his biwa resound, and 
loudly chanting the chant of the battle of 
Dan-no-ura. 
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"O-jochu! -- O-jochu! -- O-jochu!. . . Listen to 

me, just for one little moment!. . . O-jochu! -- 
O-jochu!". . . Then that O-jochu turned around, 
and dropped her sleeve, and stroked her face with 
her hand; -- and the man saw that she had no eyes 
or nose or mouth,-- and he screamed and ran 
away. 

┘

 
 
"Not robbers, -- not robbers," gasped the 

terrified man. . . . "I saw . . . I saw a woman -- by 
the moat; -- and she showed me. . . Aa! I cannot 

tell you what she showed me!" . . . 
"He! Was it anything like THIS that she 

showed you?" cried the soba-man, stroking his 
own face -- which therewith became like unto an 
Egg. . . . And, simultaneously, the light went out. 
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<Abstract> 
 
Tales of “Kwaidan” by Lafcadio Hearn and 

neurological disorders 
by 

Hirokazu FURUYA, M.D., Ph.D. 
from 

Department of Neurology, Neuro-Muscular 
Centre, National Omuta Hospital, Fukuoka 

837-0911, Japan 
 
Lafcadio Hearan wrote many tales of the 

supernatural records based on the old Japanese 
folklore. ‘Kwaidan’ is his last, the most famous 
work originally published in 1904, in which there 
are several stories probably related to 
neurological disorders. 

‘Rokuro-Kubi’ is the tale of monstrous creature, 
of which the head is floating in the air. However, 
in traditional folklore of Japan, ‘Rokuro-Kubi’ is 
the monster of which neck lengthen tremendously. 
The former may be some personal experience 
like the hypnagogic hallucination, and the latter 
may be related to the cenesthesic hallucination 
rarely experienced in the patient of classical 
migraine. ‘Jiki-jin-ki’ looks like the tale of 
hypnagogic hallucination and ‘The Story of 
Mimi-Nashi-Hoichi’ may be one of the auditory 
hallucination experienced with the patient of 
congenital blindness similar to Charles-Bonnet 
syndrome. ‘Mujina’ looks like the experience of 
‘highway hypnosis’ or ‘temporal lobe epilepsy’. 

Each of tales contains much truth for the 
importance of observation and recording of the 
symptoms, which is unable to explain at that age. 
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