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Japan, my second home

When I first started learning Japanese back
in my home country, in the first class all of the
students were asked why we were interested in
learning that language. Everyone, but me, replied
that because they liked Japanese animation and
manga a lot, they wanted to learn more about the
country and its culture, and to eventually be able
to read manga and watch movies in the original
language. My motivation was quite different,
since I am not a big fan of animation or manga,
and because my main reason to study Japanese
was that I had been awarded a scholarship from
Monbukagakusho. Now, it is difficult for me to
believe that it has already been over two and a
half years since I arrived in Japan, and that the
time that I have scheduled to stay here is slowly
running short. Even though what will come for me
after graduation is still not decided, now I can say
that staying in Japan is one of the main options
that I am contemplating as I already feel that I
can call this place home.

Coming to Japan from Colombia is quite a
journey. The most “straight forward” route usually
takes 2 stops in the USA and flights that take
more than 30 hours in total. When I first arrived I
was dead tired, and was overwhelmed by the huge
amount of new information that I had to deal with,
on top of a 14 hour time difference with my home
country. However, meeting very welcoming people
in the lab was the very first step to
getting accustomed to living in Japan.

It has been a great experience not
only in terms of personal life, but also
in the academic sense. During all this
time I have been part of Tomari Lab in
IMCB, which has been a very enriching
experience. My lab is a great place to
do science (or at least for us students
to try to learn how to do science),
and it is great to count with so many
different people in the lab to discuss
about experiments or just laugh for a
while. However, it has also definitely
been a challenge to keep up the pace
in a fast advancing field, but that is a
great incentive to excel, rather than a
setback.

However, even after getting into
certain routine, I am still able to
recognize and enjoy the very simple
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things that make Japan and my country so
different, may it be in the repeated visits to the
supermarket, where I see innumerable amounts
of products that are impossible to find in my
country; or just the simple act of removing shoes
when entering into someone’s house, something
that we do not usually do back home. I very often
find myself smiling on my own at all those small
daily life events that make me think - “Right, I am
living in Japan”.

One more reason why I like the country is
because of its stunning natural views and rich
culture. I really loved a recent trip to the western
coast of Tohoku where I was on my own and
totally immersed in the culture and language.
During that trip I got to see beautiful views of the
Sea of Japan at sunset and also Neputa festival in
Hirosaki (which is different from Nebuta festival
in Aomori-shi), which is definitely a must-see with
its huge gorgeously painted paper lanterns (one of
them is shown in the picture). Travelling, learning
a foreign language, meeting people from different
countries and with different backgrounds, eating
food you had never eaten before, etc, are all very
enriching experiences that broaden the mind and
the spirit. And I must say, it is a lot of fun. I highly
recommend other students to go abroad and
see the world... most likely you will realize how
different human beings are and the whole lot of
things that we can learn from each other.
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