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4. Toward the empirical study of Blumer's theory

Herbert Blumer (Blumer, Herbert George, 1900-1987) was (and has been) one of the leading
figures in American Sociology. According to Tamotsu Shibutani who has been one of Blumer's
students, "it is too early for a final assessment of Blumer's work. That will have to wait until the
twenty-first century, when future historians will be able to see what remains of current Sociology.
It seems likely that many of his view will prevail" (Shibutani, T., 1988, Herbert Blumer's
Contribution to Twentieth-Century Sociology, Symbolic Interaction, No.11, p.30) . In
particular, among his works, the formulation of "Symbolic Interactionism” based on the thoughts
of Chicago Sociology and Pragmatists—especially, G.H. Mead-- has been highly evaluated not
only in American Sociology, but also in European and Japanese Saciology.

It is well known that the Chicago School of Symbolic Interactionism--one trend of the "Chicago
Renaissance"-- represented by the works of Blumer has criticized both the sociological position of
Structural-Functionalism represented by the works of T. Parsons and the Sociological Positivism
or Operationalism represented by the works of G.A. Lundberg, and has tried to develop an
alternative perspective (conceptual framework) and a research method. Especially, on its
perspective, its conception of society, i.e., "Society as a Dynamic Process", has been much
evaluated in Japanese sociological community. This conception of society sees human society as
the one being continually constructed and reconstructed by the "active individual" (Mamoru
Funatsu), or as a changeable process.

The main purpose of this paper is to examine the theory of Symbolic Interactionism formulated
by H.G.Blumer, from the following viewpoints;

1) How does Symbolic Interactionism understand "socialization" ?,

2) How docs Symbolic Interactionism understand "Vergesellschaftung" (Simmel, G.) 7,

3) Why must human society be understood as "a changeable process” in Symbolic
Interactionism 7.

As the result of our examining, the next things have been clarified;

1) Blumer thinks of "socialization" as a process, i.e., the process in which the two
"frameworks" ("schemes of definition" and "generalized roles") that have been acquired by an
actor through interactions with "groups of others", guide his/her interpretations/definitions.

2) In Blumer's theory, "Society" is secen to be possible only when each of the actors in
interactions can grasp properly the two "standpoints" ("standpoint of the other" and "one's own
standpoint in the cyes of the other") through doing a kind of self-interaction, i.c., "taking into
account of taking into account”. According to Blumer, to make society be possible, each actor
"has to catch the other as a subject, or in terms of his being the initiator and director of his acts;
thus one is led to identify what the persons means, what are his intentions and how he may act.
Each party to the interaction does this and thus not only takes the other into account, but takes
him into account as one who, in turn, is taking him into account" (Blumer, H.G., 1969, Symbolic
Interactionism, Prentice-Hall, p.109) .

3) Because of the nature of “others" ("black boxness"), all the actors interacting with others
are seen to be necessarily forced to revise their interpretations/definitions continually. This is the
reason why the "society" must be understood as "a changeable process”. These three things have
been clarified.

Finally, we have tried to review critically the research method of Symbolic Interactionism (i.e.,
the approach from the “standpoint of the actor") , based on the conception of man and society that
has been clarified in the earlier chapters of this paper. As the result of our reviewing, the next two
points have been proved. That is; 4) in doing the approach from the "standpoint of the actor”,
only an "individual" can be included in the category of "actor", and 5) the "standpoint of the
actor" grasped by researchers must never be seen as the standpoint in the raw, but have to be seen
as a kind of reconstruction of constructions created by the researchers. We fina]]%f have confirmed
that to test this conception of man and society empirically, based on the points(4 and 5) would
(and must) be one of our important tasks in future. In addition, this essay is the summary of my
next two articles: Kuwabara, T., 2001, Introduction to a sociological perspective of Symbolic
Interactionism ( 3)  ( The Summary of a doctoral dissertation, Tohoku University) ,
KEIZAIGAKU-RONSHU~ OF KAGOSHIMA UNIVERSITY( ISSN=0389-0104) No.54, The
Economic Society of Kagoshima University, pp.69-86; Kuwabara, T., 2005,The Essence of
Symbolic Interactionism, Discussion Papers In Economics and Sociology (ISSN:1347-085X),
No.0501, The Economic Society of Kagoshima University,
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[t EaT, Rk - BRAEKS TEDHZEBE) 20 Lik (88 (LR 2boL
RAB, 5 LEMDEABMMENTES, ARIE. Tr—v—DLURY v HEER
WA, SUFHEL L HEFEL S CO-SoMED > b, £E LT, MEONEIES
PUT, MEBMLLES LT H500THS, $HhbLERIE, FA—v—02 iKY »rHE
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LtoOLRBanBEON), T LEEANE, ZOHSHEERAILEI LTS, LV E
(RS~ 5201, KiE. LTo=20uvE, Fa—v—ni Y v 7 HEFRRE
FHELT. BHELLE> LT3 LDOTHS,

1) ¥»rfl) v 2 MEERRKICEVT, BAD (H£{k) (socialization) & 13, a2 Lo
HEREhTWADh,

2) YRl o 7 MEERGICBENT Mg Godety) &1L, W25 A=A LEFRET,
FOEA (Ba ) 2Ly, BREIATH bOERIENTHD O,

8 Erota r#ﬁ.%u:&&:n%wmmﬁm?d@A LOEEZENTNSDH,

B9 hH, K. Tr—=—0Y R v ZREERROS—ARZ T 0 T THhE
ZORAMY) 2MZ9:T2b0THS, LI0bL, ThETOTL—=—DL VR v
ZHEERRIZMT 2 0AEORFRICB TR, S 0RAMELESIHEIZB TS
EACRERTI Adok LIZBRBNETHS,

8, MEORMERTTALET, FBLTRAZ2LLVEELRWREN LD, Thid, BEx A
RULEEREETOAI =X L LRMAE 2 LDROM, e ABILEE2FETZEDA D=
ZALEIARS bOROR, ELT, 5 LEHESAFEICBEHR~OREM b0 LRA
shiiThEs bR oh (FOREBEELIREDLS _h.mmmm EhHOH), ZO=20
&, F—v—0L R o ZHAERAROBSHER L -T2 BCHEEER] (self-
interaction) &L DEELELIRU2EF0LLERLM T LETRERERVWEVIWATH
B, thbb, Kk, —OECHEGARSLORELSHKU2E0LLIEZ, LREO=2>0
MOEALLI LT ELOTHE,

FTBEIECHENTHE, £LLT. EROMW1) OBESREEShTVS, Ei-thizft
LT, 7A—7—i2Bd MAALIRLOEE) £R, 2604, UTH) EROR/EH
EEEhTWD, Th—v—0L R Y vy 7 REFRATWmICET, TOMENIERL LT
SZTACHEER] &k, F—<—lcthid, (858 & & OHEEIER) (interaction with oneself)
LLhEbh . Fhidy—w—it, [XFLXEY @ANESBE LEEERE2To TV 5B
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Thalh, EANBSBEEHLTELAY, FLTEREHLTERTS, i aia
= a OB ThBERBRLTVS, ThbL, hEl oMt kaEEFA
FASBFLITION, RETIADE, bELOEEMBEFAEZEAOCHICHTEL
(internalize) SR = b, ZA—=—@E > (Ao A&EOHEERR T4bb THEHEE
Ao niew, ¥ of&E, Fe—v—icBWw T, [#7) (indication) & THER)
(interpretation) A» & 72 2 [AFFR OB (process of interpretation) & A THNGATHEHOT
bha, PRTLY, OB CHEMFERICMT 53mICEL T, £h4 T#&{k) (socialization)
BT AERAFBLE (EHEE) Mk boTHE, LORBEFRFETELS, XEE,
F5 LiitBlic T ARamE LTOMBST LA LT,

HEHMEERBS2MET D, TA—v—0 b)) v 7 BEERGICENT, THE1k)
(socialization) & {4, b & OHS0MEEM £ HEHH 5 [TEEROHER] (schemes of definition)
L, BELOWBREER (ASHREER) 2hmfT2 (—ifeshizfE« O®%3l] (generalized
roles) &1V 9 ZOO MMM A @A, EOEERY B (hF /- H0EM) (groups of others)
HHEHL, £5 LagMaic, BEMNEIRAEERICET MK - EE2 AR oR2 2
L ERABNTND, F—v—ENT, B EELE. —MeShiE«0REI0E
BoFHOFHRXOEE—Rbahigcowsicimftt b B CHEERICBT A E
FOEMROBE-ZTOBEORR, EE - EShi, HEpERORRXICES RO
8 (perception) , & W\H —BOFToEALPZLENTVA, ZOTEAZE, [BEkfEH)
(confering of meaning) & FEIE A B A2l 6720,

g, FRICBVTHREIE, ZA—=—cB T, TREOMR) (vorld of reality) & Bk
L. Fh—=—lzBlvC TAR] i, £5 LEREOHR ((t28) - HORE) ICREE
NEFELIRALR TS, AME, EEoERfHEOELEBLCT, ZOWRLL, AL
Eo>TO T8 (object) EEMTHFEELIBALA TS, F, TA—w—iziET [Ek
e LR, BB—FD =220 F 47 (perspective) |23 K| LEEDZL L
RE2EHRTVWD, LWVIAEETASREIE, THE] ik, A2 7 472k 2T
AEPEAE, BROBFOLHL-EOHHNTHLHLHLRBATES, 7H—~=—1, Zo TH
$) . AYxi%| (physical object) . [#hE A3 S (social object) , THISAI#IS| (abstract
object) D =2 KB L T3S,

ABIZE 2 TO MR (world) &1, =9 L7 [RB] HHOSMESNELOLER bR,
A oFE%kTo R OPICEATVS, TOERT, 7A—v—{ZBT MEAL
REDBEE! &3, ABICLA A (AEOHR) CHT 58 CHEFEAEBECHR - B
(B 5 /) CL-oTEHERIbOLEBEALNTWE Z EIZR D,
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WA, FA—7—IlBVTIE, BALHREOBES, AMIC L s R+ 5—H0
MR EBICE o TRESNICOLEAGATHNEDI TIRAL, ¥R L, WK - 25
ShBZOWR, TROLAEOHRAIIE, VWOTHE 5 LEMR-ERICHLT EYEL)
(talk back) LT < HATMEMATFET S LOLBZA ATV E DL THD, @A, €0 lE
MEL] #RMELT, BCORR-EXOZHEOMWMEMms - LHE, FoMRE LT,
OO« EREZEET 520725, LEN2T, ZA—2—ZHNT, BHALERLD
PR L, A X AHRICHTAME - ERICL - T—BUCRESNE LD LR BAT
Bz b, Zh—=—{ZB8WVWT, BALHERLOBEEL X, BAICLAMHRCST S0R -
WU, @RFWR - BRASHS b0 LR bhRTRER DA,

ZOL7 MEALHR OB IR ST 2% LT, T, TOMAD 1175 (action) &
i, M a 6D ERAGNEON, TA——IEBWTITE (BABTSA] (ndividual acy)
LiE, EPMLY b, REOMRICHT S [ERE] @t adiust) FEB & EX SR TEY . Thil,
RROMERNEOFYELEREE Lic, 0z S5 - BEREAREL Shatbo itz
bhd, Fh—<—B O {T#H) %, [#E®) (mpulse)— T8 (perception) — [ {E]
(manipulation) — T5E#| (consumation) & W35 —HOF ot AMLALLLO I TWA, |
RO HEALMREOBRE CHTINRASEZXAA6E, COF e+ Rk, TH6)
= s e (R TEETAboLLTTRAL, THE) 1) —- -« > 588 1)
— I@@h) 2) =+« - = Tl n) SEITHELTES LD LEZ ohRThT RS
R kb,

MCE 2B VT, LROMW2) ORBASEIA TS, TA—w—0 Bl v
ZHEERRIIEW T, ERERLE 54 5, @aARCENT, MECRY ZEb&h
TOBWE, Thid THLMMEEM] (social interaction) & L, EhE T A —a—if. (8
CHEEER] OATELEZW TES R Y o ZHEEM] (son-symbolic interaction) &, [H 248
HiER) ONETS Tl v 2 RHEEER] (symbolic interaction) ® =22 KBI LT 3,
EOLECIN—=—13 MEDHEERZ. 2 — FOF 5 (448 Y 2% (conversation of gestures)
L, ELTHRBFOREFERE, S—FOE5 THEW% > RoEM) (use of signilicant symbols)
ERBBLELGOLLTVD, LFZ, AETORBOBE. BEOMEERICIE. L0 IEREC
B, w2 EE%Y YR BRILTO AV LO0, HEEAICSE LTS EAL AN,
HRHDHAEERAOEAZBLT, AR Y RLERIET LS L LTVA L rEY w2k
AR L, R LEFERC Y HAZER - LTHbha (HE%S - FL0ER] A
DHDELTOLYFY w2 BHEER, LwWH 203U o s REEERRE TR T
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HZEFMEMICEhE, FAh—v—itBWT, 2] (TAMO#2) (human society)) *
ft, Ry » 2 RHEEERO [AEGEE] (ealfom) b5 b0 LR 0. TOMHEE
fER%Z, Fh—v—jF, [PFaAfh-TZiras] (pintaction) BV LIZ TFFAF 243
i) (transaction) & FEA TV D, RiE, TORRMFEE LTOLYRY o 7 RMEERZE.
RO TEE.RY RO ERN| ERBOLO L LTOYRY w7 REEERICMA R,
VB, FA—w—loBWT, HE L, 25 LEYad b 7o v avh, @ity
IHERF) Bl bOLRIBATHS, EOBKRT, F—v—ZHB T, Z0Ja
A b TFTorirarbid, #hEo [ERGEM] & LTHESTERTULE,
Th—=—ltB Tk, Yafrb-TrvarOfkd, Rl v 7 LREERBIZED
TRENHbO LA BGRTWVWS, Thbb, Y v/ BBEEEEZELT, T0&EN
EETHZL I —20v B 7 REEER (Pafrb-Toay) BERENELO
LZBRTWS, ZZ Ty vy 7 RHEFER L. T—=—kBWTH., »2 HiE
0] (gesture) DIRTRE | TOHIEY O TEW%| (meaning) 12315 —20FEE ERLEATY
D, SHIKHEVE, ThERFATLEFL, TREMTLLEFLORFICH L TERERE,
MEICH LTHIROPRILEREF L E, MERHELERLE>TWS, E7b—v—iC
BOTREAGRATVWS, IO HHELERLE-TVS] RBELIX, Tr—v—lckW T,
il &« Ao, THEKS R (significant symbol) Z2vy Lid THHOFE S| (common definition)
PR LTOAREEERL TS, FEAERYRABRETI LT AREEE, L0 EM
i, Ea AR, AxOBECHEERZELT, 2o CRRINTVSHEY ICHLT, F—
DBWAEE LTV BRBEEL TV, Fafb-T2iavid, SORERS L HEAR
WLIRERDOERVBRELTH LIS L2 TAMRICRSZ HOL, TA—v—BVTRIELZBA
Td, €9 Lo ER L Ex A BEREERO B LTolZE @02 (taking
into account of taking into account) # 8 HE L-o-3, Bz THFOES) & HBFEOA—x ALY

YTHbOLEIBRA TS, £, e AcLd, +9 LEZ>0Bt0ENSIREE, #
DEAN. HEARY B (ELLORM) Mo, MiboT, s OMROBR ((EHD
RER, (—MIESREE.ORS)) 2WBL, £5 LEERCL-T, ZORRK - Efs
FRFTbRAZLIRLVARIEADZbDE, Fo—s—lcBOTREBX LR TR, £,
Bae AlcEV{fEVHENEZOLBROFERICL-T, PaAfr b T avid, 080
- BEN BREMZEESLG, T r—v—tBTRIEX b T vE,
BIMILBVWTIR, EROMV3) offABERERTWE, F—v—t, —HT, &
ENSbdE, BEr ALV EVHERE LE0E#E] LoT, TORAE - £8% - B

==

BEHETREShILOLEAZ22L, 5T, #HEx, 2L OFHMEOTREMEIC LA T
HBLDOLI|A TS, Thbbh, FTHREESHRECTHEQEEN, 2L 1540 (Pa
A b Tovay) PE-TVWSH, TOEERFERE LTRSS w 2%,
Fh——REAL TS, T, MHICEIFLRTEZ6R VO, 25 Ll s,
TEEMEFER #ELOREEZFU280b EICHLMICTE LS Z L1, Thbb,
BEEERES L OBBL R U0 L Lo, hEEBRTI AT aA 2 b - T varve
BRI - REM - BREAEFESLETALVWIZES, TELE, TAELZLTHELES
SEEBOMIT A LAEWRT S, METALOH, B ERIHER S hgkr 5 AREM A
FELBZCC L8, AEREFEABNSLOMbY 0L LW bACT S & 2 EKT 5,
Fh—w—CBWT, BEROEE) P#EFESLTVWARELIE, +4bb, e ADRIC
[EEW ) PHESESATHARBEERLTVE, i, T0REE 7L —v—(t,
(HHHRIERTLTNBAMY, ZOHRIBAT ATV ABELRALLS I (AR
FTIHOOHERIEFRTVE I REBLIRZ TS, -9 LEKEBA#EINET S =B,
WY ZRTWHMFLLT, BCHAEEMEZELT, BN EHL, o5 LR - B
BELERLOTHIEIRTAERLRY, L2580, FHLEI LERTRICT S &ER,
COMmEIEH S,
FBUEARBIETHALMCESAELS I, ThA—=—lcBTH, bAEAZERDES T
B (world) £ 12, EOBAIZE STO T2 (blec) BEOHEZ LD LRI LA TNS,
Ehif, BAL-TD Mh#E| LW HFFELELE, TO@AICL-TO T5H& o—fe LT
UESHOh TSI Lickd, LIAT IFG) L, RCbRilELoie, BARHL—
EDRA—2AR2F o 7L LMo THELE (Thbt, EOHBEERZEL THE—TEOR
BERELE), (REOER] Obs—EOBIEETHL, 58 L, —FCHEAM L
THRENE SO THD LB, AT HEOHR) Obd—EOHSTLH T 5,
EWIZ Lo n, FHRIC, MbE) SWIFEELEE, —FTTOBEACL > THESh
LOTHD EFKIC, ibAT, MEOUR] DBHL—-EOBHITLHLVETS, LnHT
2785 Tk, €O HEOHRE] L3N8 ETHLOLELBNTVEDD, %
KB1ETHLMIShELS I, THREOHRF) Lid, MACLZEOERICHT SN -
EBICHLT, VoTH MHBEL] LTS ATMRAR A HELRA BTV, £
AT, £® (FEVIEL] #5840 LT, ALORRK - EEOTSMEOMMTEMm5S = LAk,
ETOBRELT, BOOMR - EREFEET A LICAD, SbIZ, FHLE MEEL) A
EUBTEERNOTLHB0MIC, BAN, H5—EOMR - EXE, BYLLOELTH
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W S Z &L, BEE, FAGgEL2IL IR bRBTFhERGRWIEIZRS, HEEAARL
LoTo MhF) LvnHiFELEE, TOREOUFROERICHEETZLOTHY, Fhil,
AR, EOWERLHLTT-Lb—EORN - E&E ZURbOLLTHVREAZ L
bLERL, TAMERZ L Lz OhdhiEbly, BFERF2Z 5 LifFEdiEsL T, &
aulE, o [FaR) e,

PEZCE TORREMELZ 40T, ROLHCEMITR LB TES, +HbL. 7
N—m—O R Yy ZREERRICEOTH, EEOER] 45 b OB RAICHER S LRk
FTHEnIZ L, BEE, PRI L LEARTRERGEY, i b, HRDERED
HEFSAEFETEHICE, BRVEZEFLTWSAMIE, T0FEV SRR TL HMEE,
H5EORFTEOHEY ERTVAMEL LT, (BEMERM) 2ALT, BK- €8
L., #2%95 LEMR  ERLNZULbOThhEI2ThE2bava. BR - EBshD
FOMEIIE, VOTHED LEMK - EHCHLT (E0EL] THURMADL, £115
e (FD TARFE] ). Thikt, €5 LARR - EENEEShALdhidEb i
VARV ST L FEL TV B0 b Th S,

BECBNTIE, H1%E, F2& F3ETHLPIZERE, FA—v—0 [BMEE) #
., BROICHAET 2WMEEFRE L To, TR F OB A (standpoint of the actor) RHO T 7
B—=FIZONT, HRAEDRTNSD,

FWFLE, F2E, BIFETHCALENRLDER, T—<—0rrR ) v 7HREFEMR
DIN=AR T Thbiiz e [BMds BORETHLY, BETLLLHE, VR v
ZIRHEER & L To#$ ] (society as symbolic interaction) £V H T h—v—D L Mbhi- &
BAhobRNsLIC, Th—v—izloT I#2) L, £FMLY L, AREOSEE
BERH (TOFRENFED FFYATI72arThIPaf v b T2 arThatl) K
DEEEbOE LTRZBRTWE, LENST. Fh——0 R v 7 BEFERRIC
BT, HEMHEEER LI, HEoEFNRICh69, Thiklc, TOEANEAT
HOHELSWHEAEER (M LrATIval  Yaf v b To2ray) EHETHIE, TAH
@#E2 ] (human society) &1V 5 b ONRFES, TAHHEOHESHLHIZARB, hs, Fi—
TR ) VEEERG LV BN SN TEES AT IERTH- ., TRE 1
E OBLE, BoEoHHEBCLVACHIZEREHSOBEFRIREEERTIE6E, T
NREEROELIITIRAGR D, $4bb, HESMBEFALR, TIlos0 T, EVCEFERF
FRIVRIFTEL o T Hfila A, H4«DEEHEEHAO—EEELTD TZEEOEE &
BELo2, Az HEF0lE) & HFOR—AsF 4 7PoREBTEHEDOER] ©
BHEERYVEY (EELEI) BRTHA. LiEabhd, T42bL, £IICBVT, BxA

—2h4=

. [(BEOEE) 2BEL>> HERLOL S LBEL - EETHS0O) (HAF0E
B, ZFEMERLRT, BHEEFRYOL S RSB BEELRL LA TV SO (T
FOR—ARIFTATPLRLEFEHOWEE) L5, OZ>OEMEHLTIRE (6
R-ER) LabhRdiudibin, £5LEBRE L THASMETEREZIRGET 5 - Lol
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