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Adapted from: The Japan Times Online

Mandom pulls the plug on racist TV commercial

Cosmetics maker Mandom Corp. announced Tuesday it has stopped airing a TV
commercial that compares black people and monkeys.

In the commercial for men's blotting paper, several black people wipe sweat off their
faces with the paper, while a chimpanzee beside them in an Afro wig and a multicolored
outfit wipes his face in imitation.

A human rights group criticized it after it began airing March 28, saying it was
comparing black people with monkeys.

After consulting with lawyers and advertising agency officials, the company stopped
showing the commercial June 9 and has also stopped using a magazine advertisement,
saying the campaign "lacked an international sense of ethics."

"We are very sorry. We apologize to viewers and other people who felt offended,” said
Motonobu Nishimura, a company executive.

The Japan Times: June 15, 2005

(C) All rights reserved
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odd news

Elderly woman in U.S. hoards more than 300 cats

Tue Jul 12, 2005 10:38 AM ET

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - About 300 cats, nearly a third of them dead, were removed from an elderly woman's Virginia

home after neighbors complained of a stench coming from the house, police said on Tuesday.

The house, less than a mile from late President George Washington's historic Mount Vernon estate, looked neat from

the outside with manicured lawns and bright flowers, but inside it was overflowing with wild cats, feces and urine.

"Cats were coming out of the cabinets and drawers and were inside the walls. There were hundreds of them," Fairfax

County Police officer Richard Henry told Reuters.

He said animal control officers removed 273 cats -- 86 of them dead -- over the weekend and slapped a condemnation

order on the door of the house. The woman, her husband and daughter were told to leave.

Later on, Henry said, the woman returned and attempted to smuggle an additional 30 cats from the house. These

animals were confiscated, bringing the total to more than 300.

Ruth Knueven, 82, was charged with failing to care for her animals and of improperly disposing of them. Dozens of dead

cats were found in plastic bins around the house.

Most of the cats were inbred and sick and were unfit for adoption, said Henry. "These were feral cats who were given

free range of the house and almost all of them will, unfortunately, have to be put down," he said.

Two weeks earlier, a 58-year-old woman in nearby Falls Church, Virginia, had her home condemned after neighbors

complained of an overpowering stench coming from the property. She had hoarded 88 cats and 29 of them were dead.

© Reuters 2005. All Rights Reserved.
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Asia
A Deepening Divide
Japan likes to think of itself as one giant middle class. But wrenching economic and social shifts are

splitting the nation into ranks of haves and have-nots

BY JIM FREDERICK | TOKYO

Monday, Jul. 11, 2005

In Japan today, reduced expectations are becoming increasingly common. As the world's
second largest economy struggles to evolve from its mainstay manufacturing base into
technology and high-value service industries, several generations of Japanese are in
danger of becoming lost in transition. Following the crash of the early 1990s that ended
the Japanese postwar economic miracle, Japan's public and private sectors have been
slashing their work forces, cutting off bad-risk borrowers, and streamlining operations in
an attempt to remain competitive in an increasingly global economy. Many of its
world-class companies have succeeded in doing just that, and economic growth is
beginning to nibble at the unemployment figures. In April, Japan's jobless rate was 4.4%,
the lowest since December 1998.

But the success of some is being offset by the struggles of many, for whom jobs are no
longer plentiful or secure. Japan, a country that prides itself on social harmony,
homogeneity and an equitable distribution of wealth, is bifurcating along geographic and
social lines into camps of permanent winners and perpetual losers—the former a highly
educated and trained core of élite employees and entrepreneurs working for
internationally competitive companies, the latter an increasingly marginalized yet
growing sector of society comprising primarily elderly rural poor and despairing urban
youths like ljiri. "In the past, people believed that the whole nation was getting wealthier,
and the rich were simply the people who got there quicker," says Toshiki Satou, a
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sociologist at the University of Tokyo (U.T.). "But that is changing. People are becoming
more aware of class."

This increasingly distinct divide between rich and poor is so vivid in the national
consciousness that it has been given a name: kakusa shakai (a society of disparity). It
isn't hard to find statistical evidence of the phenomenon. In a land once noted for its
armies of workaholic salarymen, part-time employees now account for 30% of the labor
force. In February, the government announced that the number of people on welfare rose
60% over the last 10 years, reaching 1 million citizens for the first time since the
program started in 1950. And according to recent findings by the Organisation of
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 15% of Japan's households today are
living in poverty (defined as having incomes that are half the national average or less).
That compares with an average of 10% of households below the poverty line for all 30
OECD countries. In wealthy Scandinavia, the average is less than 5%. Japan's rich-poor
divide is particularly worrisome, warns a January OECD report, because of the "lack of
movement between the two segments of the work force, trapping a significant portion of
the labor force in a low-wage category from which it is difficult to escape."

Asia

To get a glimpse of the wealth gap, travel 400 km from prosperous Tokyo to the Shimane
prefecture town of Ohda, a listless burg struggling to support its aging population of
33,000. Along an incongruously wide, modern superhighway linking Ohda with the
nearest train station, the only signs of economic activity are abandoned construction sites.
Shimane is one of the poorest and least populated regions in Japan and has no industry to
speak of save public-works projects; one out of eight residents is tied to the construction
industry. But because of fiscal austerity measures implemented by the Shimane
prefectural government, even public-works jobs are under threat.

The cutbacks have hit people like construction company owner Kazuharu Shimogaki
hard. Shimogaki's firm peaked in the early 1990s, when sales reached $8 million and he
employed 80 people. Now, the company has just 18 on its payroll, and sales have
dropped to less than $1 million. A few years ago, Shimogaki, 57, diversified into garbage
incineration and a blueberry-farming operation that has yet to turn a profit. Shimogaki
inherited his business from his father, but none of his four children is interested in taking
it on. "Times are changing,” says Shimogaki, with a trace of resignation. "If we can't
change with them, we'll all sink."”
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Much of Japan already has that sinking feeling. A decade ago, 90% of Japanese
considered themselves "middle-class.” In an Asia-wide survey conducted by U.T. last
year, however, 60% of Japanese now rate their economic status as "below middle-class."
The public's increasing awareness of kakusa shakai is reflected in the Japanese media’s
obsession with who is up and who is down. Whether in magazines, on TV chat shows or
on bookstore shelves, the domestic debate is dominated by the idea of kachigumi and
makegumi ("the winning team" and the "losing team™). Fashion magazines are filled with
beauty tips to marry early and avoid being a poor, single woman. Newsmagazines list the
names of middle schools that readers' kids should attend to assure they grow up to be
winners. Weeklies show what the winners are wearing and where they are eating, while
literary essays ponder the meaning of winning and losing in life.

(http://www.time.com/time/asia/magazine/article/0,13673,501050718-1081429,
00.html)
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