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Rhetoric of ‘Assimilation’ in the Japanese Policy Toward the Ainu

Abstract

HIGASHIMURA Takeshi*

This paper attempts to analyze the concept of ‘assimilation’ which has been used to

characterize the Japanese policy toward the Ainu.

‘Assimilation’ can mean both rhetorical and conceptual transformation, and the

contradictions which arise from the ambiguity of the word itself give grounds for

the ‘assimilated’ to protest that they have not been ‘assimilated’ yet. In the case of

the Ainu too, they have good reason to claim that they have survived and adapted

to the Japanese culture as long as they maintain a sense of identity as Ainu people.
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